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Council switch focus to brownfield sites for housing 

NO NEW HOMES 
FOR GREEN BEIT 


Report by Jamie Brassington 


GREEN belt around Dudley 
has been put off limits to de¬ 
velopers except in ‘extreme 
circumstances’. 

The hunt for potential housing sites 
in the countryside surrounding the 
borough has been called off by Dudley 
Council chiefs. 

The authority will turn attention to brown¬ 
field sites, including former industrial land. 

Dudley Council’s cabinet passed a recom¬ 
mendation calling off a green belt review to 
identify development potential sites. Council 
leader Patrick Harley said such rural sites 
would only be considered if absolutely neces¬ 
sary and then with ‘extreme concern.’ 

- . - The move comes after 

campaigners expressed 
fears that countryside 
on the rural fringe of 
the borough, particu¬ 
larly near Halesowen and 
Stourbridge, could disap- 
/ v pear under new housing. 

Their fears came after 
a joint report by all four 
| Black Country councils 

Cllr Patrick Harley ^Sofhomefneeded m 
the region. 

Councillor Harley said the local authority 
will be using a ‘brownfield first’ policy with 
the borough set to a have a surplus of such for¬ 
merly occupied sites up to 2026. 


Gap 

“What the officers have to do is come back to 
cabinet with a report that is really detailed and 
comprehensive as to why we need a green belt 
review,” said Councillor Harley. “We want to 
lead with a brownfield first policy.” 

The previous joint report, called the Black 
Country Core Strategy, said nearly 80,000 
homes are needed in the Black Country by 
2036. Sites have been identified for around 
60,000, leaving a gap of around 22,000 homes 

The comments have been welcomed by Mick 
Freer, leader of campaign group Save Halesow¬ 
en’s Countryside. He said: “We will have to 
wait and see if it has saved the borough’s green 
belt. But it is a step in the right direction.” 


SHELL CORNER LIVES UP TO ITS NAME AGAIN 



Councillor Stuart Henley at Shell Corner with the new war memorial shell, decorated by students from Halesowen College 


IT has been a project years in the making to says he faced numerous obstacles in getting cause it was being built on a public highway, 
restore a landmark back to the neighbour- the monument installed. it had to go before them again. It got pushed 

hood that was named after it. The project began in May 2016 when Coun- through by the committee chair.” 

A spent artillery shell once stood in Shell cillor Henley was given the shell casing by the The monument has been installed on the 
Corner, Halesowen, hence its unusual name, bomb squadron in Essex. He was then helped junction of Long Lone and Maple Road and 
But it went missing five decades ago during by art students from Halesowen College who also features a brick plinth. The monument 
changes to the road layout. painted silhouettes of soldiers and poppies on will also serve as a point of remembrance. 

However, now a new shell monument has the shell. Councillor Henley said: “It has been corn- 

taken pride of place at Shell Corner. “It was a struggle to get to this stage,” said pleted in the year of the centenary of the end 

The project has been led by Halesowen Councillor Henley. “The plans were passed by of World War One. People will be able to lay 
North ward councillor Stuart Henley, who Dudley Council’s planning committee but be- wreaths and remember throughout the year.” 


HEALTH 

Patient checks after 
op theatre air issue 

PATIENTS are being monitored for infec¬ 
tion after undergoing operations while 
theatre airflow was below recommended 
levels. 

The laminar airflow in three theatres 
at Russells Hall Hospital in Dudley faced 
problems resulting in 32 cancelled opera¬ 
tions. Delays cost the trust £220,00 a week. 

Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust 
chief executive Diane Wake said: “The 
laminar flow theatre ventilation system in 
three of our theatres was not faulty but an 
inspection showed that the air flow rate 
was lower than that stipulated within na¬ 
tional best practice guidelines.” 


LEISURE 

Trust pitching in 
with new wickets 

THOUSANDS of pounds have been in¬ 
vested into a project to revamp cricket 
pitches across Sandwell. 

The England and Wales Cricket Trust 
has funded £20,000 towards the work, 
with Sandwell Council contributing 
nearly £7,000. 

Jubilee Park in Tipton, Bearmore 
Playing Fields in Cradley Heath and 
Lewisham Park in Smethwick will re¬ 
ceive synthetic turf wickets. 


FOOTBALL 

Extra security for 
No9 derby at Grove 

EXTRA security will be in place for the 
Number 9 derby this weekend following 
flares being thrown at a previous clash. 

The Stourbridge versus Halesowen fix¬ 
ture at Amblecote in October was marred 
by two smoke bombs. Now Halesowen 
has announced extra security will be in 
place at The Grove on Saturday, including 
stewards and random searches on entry. 
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Here we snow again for a white Easter? 



Dudley’s snowy Easter in 2013 


THE clocks may have signalled the be¬ 
ginning of British Summer Time but a 
bleak Easter weekend is forecast with 
snow on the way for some. 

We should not be surprised at the 
prospect of a white Easter. It was only 
at the end of March 2013, when Easter 
fell on the same weekend, that we last 
saw a white blanket cover the area. 

Records showed 2013 was the second 
coldest March in 100 years. 

The mean temperature was 2.2C 
(36F) more than 3C colder than the 
long-term monthly average. It equalled 


the average temperature in March 1947 
with only March 1962 colder at 1.9C 
(35F). 

In the Black Country and Stafford¬ 
shire temperatures plunged to as low as 
minus 12.5C (9F), and the snow caused 
Easter events across the county to be 
cancelled. 

Dudley Market traders were unhappy 
about the amount of snow around the 
market stalls which they said was forc¬ 
ing some traders to go home. Many 
main streets as well as side roads were 
left covered by snow. 


From late March to early April in 
2013 the country suffered a prolonged 
spell of freezing temperatures with 
winds bringing in bitterly cold air from 
northern Europe and Siberia, just as 
the UK has experienced so far this year 
with the ‘Beast from the East’. 

Up to 20cm of snow fell and the snow 
remained on the ground until early 
April. 

This time the region looks set to es¬ 
cape the worst of the weather but can 
expect blustery and wet days with an 
unsettled holiday weekend. 



A MAN who would not accept 
that his relationship with his for¬ 
mer girlfriend was over has been 
jailed for 11 months after going 
on the rampage outside her Cra- 
dley Heath home. 

Michael Cobb turned up outside her 
Meadow Walk address after she ended 
their brief relationship. 

The 25-year-old woke the young woman 
shortly before midnight on January 29 by 
shouting from the back garden - also dis¬ 
turbing the neighbours - Wolverhampton 
Crown Court was told. 

Cobb broke a window at the property, 
slashed two tyres on her parked car and 
smashed a bottle on the vehicle’s bonnet. 

Police were called and found him hiding 
behind a shed in the garden, clutching a 
knife with an eight-inch blade and threat¬ 
ening to kill himself. 

“He was either unable or unwilling to ac¬ 
cept the relationship had ended,” explained 
Mr Paul Spratt, prosecuting. 

Cobb, of no fixed address, who had 29 
previous convictions involving 51 separate 
offences, admitted criminal damage and 
possession of a knife. 

Concerned 

He was sent to prison by Judge James 
Burbidge QC who told him: “The commu¬ 
nity in the Black Country are very dis¬ 
turbed by the use of knives. 

“People are understandably concerned 
about people taking knives onto the streets. 
You were in possession of one with an eight 
inch long blade.” 

The judge continued: “You have a consid¬ 
erable number of personal problems, one of 
which is that you are not able to cope with 
the ending of a relationship. 

“Your former girlfriend had gone to bed 
when you started menacing her and mak¬ 
ing a nuisance of yourself. You disturbed 
the neighbourhood.” 

The defendant was banned from having 
any contact with his former girlfriend for 
five years. 



Kyri Panesar from Halesowen hands over toys to Anna Pendlebury at Birmingham Children’s Hospital 


FOR most people a birthday means 
lots of presentsbut for one Hale¬ 
sowen teenager it was about giving 
to the sick and less fortunate. 

Kyri Panesar celebrated turning 
19 by donating £400 worth of toys 
to Birmingham Children’s Hospi¬ 
tal. 

The fashion student asked 
friends and family to make dona¬ 
tions to his appeal for toys with an 
online post seeing strangers as well 
as family and friends contributing. 

His mother Flora, 40, said: “Kyri 


decided that rather than have reg¬ 
ular presents and money for his 
birthday he wanted to ask every¬ 
body for cash to buy toys so he 
could give them to the hospital. 

“He just feels really fortu¬ 
nate and he is just grateful for 
everything he has been given. He 
works hard and he studies hard, 
and to do something for somebody 
else it makes me really proud. 

“I don’t think he expected to get 
as many donations as he did. He 
got approximately £400 worth of 


toys. People from as far as London 
sent things in the post.” 

Kyri, who works part-time at De¬ 
signer Exchange in Birmingham, 
bought 80 toys from Smyths toys 
store in Oldbury. 

The Birmingham City University 
fashion, business and promotion 
student gave away Lego sets, dolls, 
colouring books, card and board 
games to the hospital. 

He said: “It meant a lot more to 
me than actually receiving a pres¬ 
ent.” 


Daughter's 
call to stop 
youngsters 
heading ball 

THE daughter of West Bromwich Albion 
legend Jeff Astle has backed calls for a 
ban on footballers under the age of 10 
heading the ball. 

Dawn Astle wants to see stricter 
controls to protect young players from 
possible risks to their health after such 
rules were introduced for children’s soc¬ 
cer in America. 

Albion legend Jeff died in 2002 and 
became the first British footballer con¬ 
firmed to have died from chronic trau¬ 
matic encephalopathy, a brain disease 
found in people with a history of head in¬ 
jury. It was believed to have been caused 
from repeatedly heading footballs. 

Dawn said: “I think there’s got to be 
more research into it. But if experts are 
saying children are at risk you should 
err on the side of caution. 

“I don’t think they’re going to miss 
anything from the game. 

“It probably will improve their foot¬ 
ball by keeping the ball on the floor.” 

Her comments come after Kevin 
Payne, the chief executive of US Club 
Soccer, recently said it was only a mat¬ 
ter of time before the rest of the world 
catches up with the United States’ pio¬ 
neering ban on under-10s heading foot¬ 
balls introduced in 2015. 


Thousands of free 
trees on the way 

THOUSANDS of trees are being plant¬ 
ed across the Black Country. 

The delivery by the Woodland Trust, 
which was delayed because of the recent 
snow, is part of a UK-wide initiative 
which has seen five million trees sent to 
schools and four million to community 
groups since the scheme was launched. 

A total of 27,330 trees are heading for 
the West Midlands. 

The free trees, funded by Sainsbury’s, 
Ikea, the People’s Postcode Lottery 
and Yorkshire Tea, are a mix of hazel, 
rowan, hawthorn, common oak, silver 
birch, wild cherry, elder, dogwood and 
holly. 

Applications are now open for school 
and community tree packs. Go to wood 
landtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/ for more 
details. 

Joining the chorus 
for Good Friday 

SINGERS are invited to take part in a 
choral work, a performance of Stainer’s 
Crucifixion on Good Friday The orato¬ 
rio is being performed at St Thomas’s 
Church in Stourbridge at 6pm. It’s £5 to 
join the rehearsal, from 3.15pm. Tickets 
to watch the performance are £7. 
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Thug jailed 
for vicious 
attack in 
family feud 

A THUG has been jailed for two years 
after battering his brother-in-law 
with a broken golf club in a street at¬ 
tack prompted by a family feud. 

Amjad Mahmood, of Pecking- 
ham Street, Halesowen, ambushed 
Sikander Khan as he walked along 
Claremont Road in Smethwick, on 
his way back from the mosque. The 
38-year-old attacker had driven to 
the scene, despite being banned from 
driving, and was ‘obviously drunk’ 
when he confronted Mr Khan, shout¬ 
ing threats and abuse, said Mr Gerald 
Bermingham, prosecuting. 

Mahmood was wielding a broken 
golf club which was damaged in a van¬ 
dalism attack at his brother-in-law’s 
home earlier that day, and thrust the 
jagged end towards his neck, Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court heard. 

Mr Khan suffered a serious injury 
to the palm of his hand. Mr Khan un¬ 
derwent two operations and has been 
left with a permanent disability as he 
had lost feeing in his thumb and two 
fingers. 

The court heard that Mahmood, 
who pleaded guilty to causing griev¬ 
ous bodily harm and possessing an 
offensive weapon, suffered from de¬ 
pression, chronic alcoholism and had 
recently been diagnosed as bipolar. 
Mr Stephen Cadwaladr, defending, 
said Mahmood had received psychiat¬ 
ric help on release from a 20-month 
prison term for other matters. 

Motorcyclist dies 
after taxi collision 

A MOTORCYCLIST died in hospital 
after being involved in a collision with 
a taxi in Tipton. 

West Midlands Police said the rider 
had failed to stop for officers before 
colliding with the taxi at the junction 
of Horseley Heath and Lower Church 
Lane on Friday at around 9.40pm. 

The 26-year-old motorcyclist, who 
has not been formally identified, was 
taken to hospital in a critical condi¬ 
tion and died on Saturday. 

Whether the bike rider was being 
chased by police at the time of impact 
is not yet clear, The incident has been 
referred to the Independent Office for 
Police Conduct as is standard practice 
when somebody dies or is seriously in¬ 
jured after coming into contact with 
the police. 


1,000 cars roll up 

MIDLANDS’ Motorfest will return 
to the region this weekend with up to 
one thousand cars spanning a century 
of motoring. It is back at Weston Park 
on the Staffordshire-Shropshire bor¬ 
der on Easter Sunday. 


Mayor in the saddle for ride-out success 



Mayor Dave Tyler, centre, starts the ride 


HUNDREDS of bikers revved up for 
the first charity ride-out from Himley 
Hall in aid of mental health charity 
Mind. 

Around 200 motorcycles were at the 
event and included one biker making 
a return to the saddle after some 
years, Mayor of Dudley Councillor 
Dave Tyler. 

The total amount raised is yet to be 
added up but it is thought to be in the 
region of £2,000. 

Taking place on Sunday, the bikers 
- featuring bike club members from 
the Black Country, Birmingham and 


Shropshire - rode out from Himley 
Hall at 10am for a 19.7-mile circuit of 
the borough. 

The ride was organised by Coun¬ 
cillor Tyler and campaigner Damian 
Corfield. 

Mr Corfield said: “We were over¬ 
joyed with how it went and really 
taken back - especially considering 
it’s the first event. 

“The people who supported us were 
great and we’ve managed to raise 
about £2,000, which is going to Dud¬ 
ley Mind. We’ve even had motorcycle 
clubs from Telford, Birmingham and 


Perry Barr come and join - there was 
a big turnout.” 

It took about six months to organ¬ 
ise the event and organisers hope to 
turn it into an annual fixture. 

Meanwhile, Black Country law firm 
Higgs & Sons has unveiled its Dud¬ 
ley Mind as its charity of the year for 
2018. 

Dudley Mind, based on the Hagley 
Road in Stourbridge, will now bene¬ 
fit from 12 months of fundraising by 
Higgs. 

For more details about the charity 
see dudleymind.org.uk website. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Sharpe honoured 
as Duncan patron 

FORMER Manchester United and 
England footballer Lee Sharpe is to 
become patron of The Duncan Ed¬ 
wards Foundation. 

The Halesowen-born pundit said he 
would be honoured to join the foun¬ 
dation in memory of the Dudley-born 
former Busby Babe, to help keep his 
legend alive and help young people in 
Dudley with sports training. Sharpe 
was invited to take on the role by Rose 
Cook-Monk, who officially launched 
the foundation last month on the 60th 
anniversary of Edwards’ death. 

A popular exhibition in Duncan’s 
honour at Dudley Archives in Tipton 
Road has been extended to April 28. 

239 jobs are axed 
at Carillion's HQ 

MORE than half the 460-strong work¬ 
force at Carillion’s Wolverhampton 
headquarters have lost their jobs so 
far. 

In just over 10 weeks since the con¬ 
struction and services giant crashed 
into liquidation, 239 of the people 
working at the Salop Street offices 
have been made redundant. 

Of the 221 left, most are working 
in so-called ‘back office’ administra¬ 
tion roles. They are working with the 
special managers of the liquidation ac¬ 
countants PwC, who were drafted in 
by the Official Receiver. 

Choir singing in 
the cavern again 

A BLACK Country choir will be going 
underground again this summer. 

Cradley Heath Male Voice Choir 
is to perform an evening concert in 
the Singing Cavern under Dudley on 
August 4. The 35-strong choir, which 
formed in 1912, has performed previ¬ 
ously for Dudley Canal and Tunnel 
Trust. 

The boat taking the audience will 
depart at 7pm from the trust’s The 
Portal headquarters. Tickets are £12 
and are available online at www. 
dudleycanaltrust.org.uk or by calling 
0121 557 6265. 

Musician passport idea 
appeals to minister 

A EUROPEAN Union-wide ‘music 
passport’ could be introduced to help 
musicians and their crews tour the 
continent after the UK leaves the EU. 

Culture minister and Stourbridge 
MP Margot James told Parliament 
that her department would look into 
the proposal following concerns that 
the industry could be hit by Brexit. 

Labour MP Rupa Huq raised the 
issue in the Commons and it was 
hailed as a good idea by Ms James. 


Fraudster who tried to 
con 82 -year-old is jailed 



Conman caught on camera - Collins pictured by CCTV as he tried to trick pensioner Brian Jordan out of £480 


A CONMAN who ‘terrified’ an 82-year- 
old man by telling him he owed almost 
£500 in VAT for roofing work has been 
jailed. 

Terry Collins wore a hard hat and carried 
a building DIY brochure to give himself an 
air of authenticity when he called at the 
Halesowen home of Brian Jordan, who had 
recently undergone major heart surgery, a 
court heard. 

The 22-year-old, who called himself Bill Smith, 
asked about roofing work that the pensioner had 
just had done, telling him the workmen had not 
been VAT-registered and that he owed £480 in un¬ 
paid tax, said Mr Rupert Jones, prosecuting. 

Mr Jordan queried the amount, pointing out the 
entire bill for the roofing work had only been £650, 
which prompted Collins to reduce the outstanding 
‘debt’ to £280. 

The pensioner refused to pay and Collins left, but 
said he would return in a few days, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard. 

CCTV 

Mr Jordan, who had just had a blood transfusion 
following a triple-bypass operation, had been tar¬ 
geted several times by fraudsters, said Mr Jones, 
and as a result his daughter had had CCTV cam¬ 
eras installed at the property. 

Police identified father-of-three Collins from the 
images and he was arrested at his home in New 
Street, Tipton, on December 14. 

In a victim impact statement, Mr Jordan said he 
had been left shocked and angry by the incident, 
and ‘terrified’ that the fraudster would return. 

Ms Naomi Nelson-Cofie, defending Collins, said 
he had been motivated by money worries and re¬ 
gretted his actions. 

He was working but not being paid on time, she 
said. At the time of the offence, on November 8 last 
year, his brother was in hospital after a serious ac¬ 
cident and Collins’ frequent visits to him had added 
to the financial strain, she said. 

Collins admitted the attempted con was a ‘stupid 
and irresponsible’ way to make money. 

“He is a young man with a lot of responsibili¬ 
ties,” said Ms Nelson-Cofie. 

She said the address had been chosen because 


he could see roof work had recently been done and 
not because the resident was elderly, adding: “He 
had a change of heart and decided not to go back.” 

She said Collins had now found honest employ¬ 
ment and since December had been working in 
Sheffield. 

Collins, now of Foster Way, Sheffield, admitted 
fraud and was jailed for 12 months. 


Recorder Geoffrey Kelly highlighted that Collins 
had been wearing of a builder’s hard hat and he did 
not accept that Mr Jordan had not been targeted. 

told him: “You could have turned away when he 
answered the door but instead you took advantage 
of the fact he was 82-years-old. 

“When people target vulnerable, elderly people, 
I have no alternative but to send them to prison.” 
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Dozens of new council homes 
are on the way across borough 


DOZENS of council homes will be constructed in Dudley in a 
drive to build ‘affordable’ properties. 

Almost 30 homes are expected to be ready for rent in the next few 
weeks, while work on several other schemes gets under way. 

First to complete will be five homes on Butler’s Crescent, the site of the for¬ 
mer Dudley Guest Hospital, which is being developed by Wates with the council. 

When completed, the development will offer 118 properties for sale and 39 
for rent through Dudley Council, 34 of which have already been completed and 
rented. The five remaining homes are due to be completed at the end of this 
month. In addition, up to 20 council homes on a development off Middlepark 
Road in Dudley will be available to rent in the next month. Of the 130 homes 
_ being built on the site by Keepmoat 


Jobs under 
threat at 
Carpetright 

CARPETRIGHT jobs are under 
threat as it draws up sweeping re¬ 
structuring plans which will close 
poorly-performing stores and see it 
call on investors for up to £60 million. 

The embattled retailer said it was 
‘exploring’ a company voluntary 
arrangement to help shore up its fi¬ 
nancial position, a move which would 
allow it to close loss-making shops and 
secure deep discounts on rental costs. 

If the CVA goes ahead, Carpetright 
would push through an equity issue of 
between £40 million and £60m to fund 
plans to reboot the business. 

The group has 409 UK shops in¬ 
cluding branches at Dudley’s Merry 
Hill, Wolverhampton, Walsall, Kid¬ 
derminster, Oldbury, Stafford and 
two in Cannock. 


Homes, 42 will be available for council 
tenants and the remaining properties 
for outright sale. 

Four new bungalows off Moat Drive, 
adjacent to Margaret Vine Court, in 
Halesowen are also due for comple¬ 
tion, with the scheme being delivered 
by Jessup Brothers. 

Standards 

Councillor Laura Taylor, cabinet 
member for housing, said: “With so 
many developments completing, ongo¬ 
ing or about to start, it’s clear that our 
commitment to building new homes in 
the borough remains. 

“We want to continue to raise stand¬ 
ards and build quality homes that are 
on a par with what’s being developed 
in the private sector, but are afforda¬ 
ble to our tenants.” 

Work is also well under way to build 
16 apartments on the site of a former 
row of shops on Beech Road, King- 
swinford. Work has also started on 
site this week to build 12 one-bedroom 
apartments on the site of a former fur¬ 
niture store on Wolverhampton Street, 
Dudley, 12 bungalows at Crowle Drive 
in Stourbridge and 10 houses on land 
off Wychbury Road in Stourbridge. 


Women’s war work canal show on tour 



Heather Wastie and Kate Saffin who will be performing Idle Women of 
the Wartime Waterways on the Black Country canals in April and May 


A TOURING theatre company will be 
bringing the stories on women who 
worked on canal during the Second 
World War to life. 

Women took to the waterways when 
there was a shortage of crews and were 
responsible for many different delivery 
routes around the region. 

Alarum Theatre Company’s produc¬ 
tion Idle Women of the Wartime Wa¬ 
terways will shine the spotlight on their 
experiences. The show features poems 
and songs by Heather Wastie and a solo 
play by Kate Saffin, which has been cre¬ 
ated using first hand accounts, diaries, 
archive material and audio interviews. 

In April and May they will be fol¬ 
lowing, by boat, the route worked by a 
Worcestershire woman Daphne March, 
who carried flour on her boat from 
Worcester to Tipton, and coal from Can¬ 
nock to Worcester, during the war. 

Black Country-born Heather, the 
former Worcestershire Poet Laureate, 
who lives at Cookley, has been touring 
her own poetry and songs with Alarum 
Theatre for two years. 

“The women whose stories we tell 
don’t get the recognition they deserve,” 
she said. “Most people have never heard 
of them. The nickname ‘Idle Women’ 
came after the war, and my half of the 
show explains where that came from.” 

Performances will take place on April 

27 at Tipton Community Hub, on April 

28 at Titford Pumphouse in Oldbury 
and on May 1 at Wood Lane Community 
Centre in West Bromwich. For full tour 
details see alarumtheatre.co.uk website. 


Boss backing 
closure of 
police stations 

PLANS to shut eight police stations 
across the Black Country - including 
Sedgley’s - have been backed by West 
Midlands Police and Crime Com¬ 
missioner David Jamieson, who has 
signed off on the scheme. 

It was put forward by the region’s 
Chief Constable Dave Thompson and 
will see 24 buildings in total go across 
the West Midlands to save £5m. 

Mr Jamieson said closures were 
necessary to save money for the cash- 
strapped force and insisted officers 
would remain a presence in communi¬ 
ties. He said: “Closing a building does 
not equate to closing down policing.” 

The scheme will now go out to a full 
public consultation for each site. 

First set to go will be Prouds Lane 
in Bilston, due to close in the summer. 
Sedgley police station is next in sum¬ 
mer 2019, and stations in Oldbury, 
Aldridge, Tipton and Wednesfield 
will be gone by the middle of 2020. 
Smethwick police station will close in 
summer 2021, then Wednesbury the 
following year. 

Mr Jamieson said it was right to 
close ‘tired old buildings’ to protect 
officer numbers. Mr Thompson said 
that neighbourhood policing teams 
would stay in the communities they 
serve and alternative premises would 
be found. But Sedgley’s Councillor 
Bill Etheridgeisays lack of investment 
is reflected in rising crime figures. 


Around 600 at DIP'S 
jobs and skills fair 

MORE than 600 flocked to a jobs fair 
for Halesowen and Rowley Regis, or¬ 
ganised by local MP James Morris. 

The jobs and skills fair saw 35 or¬ 
ganisations showcase jobs, appren¬ 
ticeships and training opportunities, 
organised by Mr Morris along with 
Jobcentreplus at the Lifecentral Cen¬ 
tre in Halesowen. It was the tenth he 
has helped to set up. 


BUILDINGS 



Free Laminate Flooring & External Paint 
Prices start from 


Delivered & Fitted 

from £274 


Delivered & Fitted 

from £599 


Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed aj 

from Ll9/1 


• Old Buildings Removed • Asbestos Disposal • Base Laying Service • Free Qi 

notations • Made to Measure • Lined and Insulated Options • Quality at Competitive Prices • Huge Range 

Show site (open 7 days): 

Tildasley Street,West Bromwich B70 9SJ 

Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 

0121 553 4682 

BETTA 



Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 


Q UALITY KITCHEN FACELIFT S 
A fresh approach to a new kitchen 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


•S Telephone 0121 5599985 IB facebook 



Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


vVitj reflate. wkeiA, 
you- ofti a, refflke? 

• Trusted reputation 

• Made to measure custom-built doors and units 

• Door swaps to full kitchens - tailored to your needs 

www.dreamdoors.co.uk 


DREAM DOORS ” 

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 


View our credentials on 

terjsr ^ K3E SO 

Call Gary For a Free Estimate 

01384 469756 

dy@dreamdoors.co.uk 

26 Lower High Street, Stourbridge, DY8 1TA 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 
years experience. 
We offer a full 
range of services 
from free quote 
and design to 
installation central 
heating, building 
work, plastering 
and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-4.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


If an ad 
is wrong, 
the ASA 
is here to 
put it right. 















































































Aids threat by 
burglar armed 
with syringe 


£ 330 k extra to tackle the 
potholes after harsh winter 


Picture perfect look at home town 



The Cradley Heath cartoon which was drawn by London-based artist Ben Poultney in honour of his home town 


DUDLEY Council has been given £330,000 to tackle potholes 
on the borough’s crumbling roads after the harsh winter 
weather has taken its toll. 

In total an extra £3 million has been given to councils in the Black 
Country and Staffordshire by the Department for Transport. 

Staffordshire has been given £2.2m, Dudley £330,000, Sandwell £310,000, 
Walsall £260,000 and Wolverhampton £240,000. Nearby Birmingham was not 


A BURGLAR in Dudley who declared 
that he had Aids before stabbing a 
man with a hypodermic syringe has 
been jailed for more than five years. 

Scott Pooler had been caught 
breaking into the home of a disabled 
couple aged in their 80s, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court heard. The couple 
returned home with a friend to find 
the 42-year-old criminal inside their 
Hillcrest Road home on February 13. 

The defendant pulled out a syringe, 
said he had Aids, and warned he was 
going to stab the younger man block¬ 
ing his escape. 

Mr Paul Spratt, prosecuting, said 
the friend received puncture wounds 
to a hand after holding Pooler until 
police arrived. The victim was taken 
to hospital for tests but will not know 
if he is in the clear for several months, 
the court was told. Pooler had stolen 
£2 worth of coins from ajar. 

Miss Nicole Steers, defending, said 
drug user Pooler had ‘only used the 
needle to scare people’. 

Pooler, of Heathfield Road, Lozells, 
pleaded guilty to robbery and posses¬ 
sion of cocaine and was jailed for five 
years and four months. He had 24 pre¬ 
vious convictions. 

Masked robbers in 
armed raid on store 

THREE masked raiders burst into a 
Spar shop in Dudley wielding a crow¬ 
bar and wooden bat in a terrifying 
robbery. 

The gang targeted the Spar in Rus- 
sells Hall Road, jumping over the 
counter and forcing the till open, and 
then fled the scene with cash. 

Police are investigating the in¬ 
cident, which happened just after 
10.30pm on Sunday. 

Anyone with information is asked 
to call police on 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800555111. 


ONLY true Cradley Heathens can spot 
all the local references in this cartoon. 
Artist Ben Poultney won a local com¬ 
petition with this colourful drawing. 

The 33-year-old from Colley Gate 
has been cartooning all his life but 
only recently started to make money 
from it, drawing scenes of Balham in 


London where he lives and works now. 
But he spent an entire week on his lat¬ 
est creation, which he admitted might 
only make sense to people who count 
themselves proper locals. 

Ben said: “Fve been meaning to do 
a Black Country cartoon for a while. 
Then when I saw this competition at 


the Art Yard, it was the perfect oppor¬ 
tunity. I’ll always love the Black Coun¬ 
try, it just means a lot to me, both 
Cradley and Cradley Heath.” Creative 
Ben also took a lot of inspiration from 
his 89-year-old nan Kathleen Beasley, 
who helped him out with aspects that 
more mature residents will recognise. 


given any money. 

The cash is on top of £75m in Gov¬ 
ernment funding already given to 
councils this year, as well as a £46m 
boost for highways authorities an¬ 
nounced just before Christmas. At 
that time Dudley was given £149,975 
to help tackle some 2,773 potholes. 

Transport Secretary Chris Grayling 
said: “We have seen an unusually pro¬ 
longed spell of freezing weather which 
has caused damage to our local roads. 

“We are giving councils even more 
funding to help repair their roads so 
all road users can enjoy their journeys 
without having to dodge potholes.” 

Data 

Transport for the West Midlands 
has also been awarded £1.7m of fund¬ 
ing for ‘road condition monitoring 
innovations’ to help councils ‘more 
efficiently manage and plan mainte¬ 
nance works’. 

The idea is to help provide councils 
with data to enable them to repair pot¬ 
holes before they materialise, helping 
prevent further potholes and other 
road defects occurring over time. 

Dudley’s cabinet member for plan¬ 
ning and economic development Coun¬ 
cillor Ian Kettle said: “I think any help 
to fill in potholes is only a temporary 
respite. 

“We need to seriously look at the 
calibre and quality of our road sur¬ 
faces.” 


£100 dog 
mess fine 
introduced 

A NEW dog fouling fining scheme has 
gone live in Dudley borough. 

Owners can be hit with £100 fines 
after Dudley Council brought in the 
measure to deter dog-walkers from 
leaving dog mess in parks and open 
spaces. The measures have also 
brought in dog exclusion zones where 
dogs cannot be brought into children’s 
play areas. 

The scheme was signed off by Coun¬ 
cillor Karen Shakespeare, cabinet 
member for environmental services, 
as an outside company - Kingdom En¬ 
forcement Service - has been brought 
in to enforce the rules. 

Councillor Shakespeare said: “We 
have received a lot of good feedback 
regarding this measure. We have a 
zero tolerance attitude towards litter 
and dog fouling. We hope this will be 
a deterrent which hits the pocket and 
makes them think twice about not 
cleaning up after their dogs.” 



blaLt Hit UHSiiV dtidiUtu Hdt 


pring and give RYDALE a ring... 


RYDALE 


Valeting Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVC products. 
Guttering and Driveways | 


valeting available. 


Wind o wsfl Doors? 
Prangeries ^Pprcti es 
and Soffit (Board s' 


@3IB33eE£Dfe3) 

'‘jEe&b 


Order a conservatory or full 
house of windows and you 
will get a full valeting service 


on your guttering or windows | 
or conservatory totally FREE. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Supply only 
Available to 
the trade on all 
our products 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON APRIL INSTALLATIONS 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 


Good Friday 9-4pm Saturday 9-4pm 
Sunday- Closed Bank holiday Monday 10-4pm 
Tues Normal opening times resume 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Curtain up 
on many 
more years 
of misery 

WALKING through Dudley at the week¬ 
end, doing the weekly search for the 
shops, it struck me. Wandering between 
Dudley College Evolve, Dudley College 
Aspire, Dudley College Broadway Cam¬ 
pus, and Dudley College Sixth, I realised: 
what this town really needs is another 
college campus. 

Actually, that’s not strictly true. In that 
it’s not true at all. But it does seem to be 
the thought process of the leader of Dud¬ 
ley Council, who a few weeks ago spoke 
of “some exciting plans” for the town’s 
disused Hippodrome theatre. 

The exciting plans, it turns out, involve 
asking Dudley College if it would like to 
knock down the Hippodrome and build a 
college building on the site, ending “years 
of misery”. Which is interesting, because 
when the council bought the theatre eight 
years ago, it said it was part of a compre¬ 
hensive regeneration scheme to “create 
a leisure and tourism hub”. Nothing was 
said about “years of misery.” 

Seriously, though, what would actu¬ 
ally be less exciting than another col¬ 
lege building in the town? A national 
paint-drying exhibition? An audience with 
Karren Brady? A couple of hours listening 
to Wolves supporters droning on about 
their Champions League ambitions? 

Councillor Patrick Harley says the 
college has been at the forefront of the 
town’s regeneration, and it has spent 
a lot of money on new buildings, many 
of them very nice. But does filling prime 
development sites with buildings most of 
us will never set foot in really constitute 
“regeneration”? Yes it will bring students 
into town, which is great for Greggs and 
Costa. But students, by definition, tend to 
have low disposable incomes. A strange 
way of reviving a struggling high street. 

Now, I’m sorry if I keep banging on 
about this, and perhaps it is time to take 
up stamp collecting or something. But it 
is hard to think how successive councils, 
of both colours, could have handled this 
worse. 

First, the “years of misery” were 
brought on entirely by the council using 
taxpayers’ money to buy a building it had 
no real plans for. Then it misjudged the 
public mood, assuming it could be quietly 
demolished without fuss. It then attempt¬ 
ed to quell the inevitable backlash with a 
string of uninspiring plans. And when a 
private company wanted to invest £8 mil¬ 
lion in the theatre, it dithered about car 
parking. Now the council has run out of 
patience. 

Realistically, we can’t expect councils 
to pour millions into renovating old the¬ 
atres. But if this is the best it can come 
up with, then I suspect there will be many 
more years of misery to come. 


If fee was agreed for tennis TV work stop complaining 



Christopher Eccleston - now does not 
refer to his time on Doctor Who 



Martina Navratilova - not happy that she 
was paid less than John McEnroe 


Boris Johnson - was this just a sudden 
case of Biggies Syndrome 



Serving up moans 
over pay equality 


ARE you beginning to suffer from equality over¬ 
load? Me, too. Martina Navratilova complains 
that she was paid “only” £15,000 for her stint 
as a commentator at Wimbledon while John 
McEnroe got “at least £150,000.” Really? So 
flippin’ what? Is it worth pointing out that, at the 
peak of their game, both of these tennis stars 
were paid much, much more than the ball boys? 
In spats like this involving the super-rich there’s 
only one question that should be asked: Were 
you paid the sum that you or your agent negoti¬ 
ated and agreed to accept? If the answer is yes, 
stop wasting our time. 

IF tennis throws up pay anomalies, God help 
us if the equality police get to work on Glaston¬ 
bury. I strongly suspect that performers at mu¬ 
sic festivals are paid not by gender, age or race 
but solely on the basis of their market value. 

AND while we’re at it, has anyone noticed that 
the winner in Olympic sports gets a gold medal 
but the runner-up only gets silver and number 
three gets bronze? How long can this scandal 
go on? 

I WAS rather hoping the Cambridge Analytica 
data scandal was going to fade away before I 
had to pretend I understood it. 

BUT basically it’s about the harvesting, sell¬ 
ing and misuse of billions of items of personal 
information about millions of Facebook users. 
Yet surely it only qualifies as a genuine scandal 
if those people are scandalised. Are they? 

IF you remember the Cold War and George 
Orwell’s novel Nineteen Eighty-four, you belong 
to a generation which grew up cherishing pri¬ 
vacy and living in fear of Big Brother. But to- 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


day millions of people seem not only willing but 
eager to blab every detail of their own lives on 
social media. Secrets tortured out of Winston 
Smith in Room 101 are today freely volunteered. 
Some folk seem perfectly relaxed about their in¬ 
formation being bought and sold, so long as it 
gets them a fleeting moment of fame or makes 
buying things on eBay a nano-second quicker. 
Middle-aged liberal hacks and crusty politicians 
may queue up to express outrage at this cy¬ 
ber-scandal but how many kids give a damn? 

A TIME Lord has become a non-person. 
There is clearly no love lost between Christo¬ 
pher Eccleston and the BBC whom he accuses 
of putting him on a blacklist after he left Doctor 
Who. Starring as Macbeth at Stratford (and do¬ 
ing a brilliant job), the actor’s attitude to Auntie 
Beeb is seen in the production’s programme 
where artists list the film, theatre and TV work of 
which they are most proud. Eccleston’s lengthy 
CV does not even mention Doctor Who. 

A GUICK-build bridge collapsed in Florida, 
killing six people. Councils all over the States 
are waiting to find out why. As one official in 
Wisconsin put it: “We want to ... . see if any of 
the lessons learned would be applicable here.” 
Bridges have been with us since the first cave¬ 
man laid a tree across a stream a million years 
ago. The problem is not discovering new les¬ 
sons. It’s remembering old ones. 

YEARS from now historians will wonder how a 


British foreign secretary made the quantum leap 
from a few traces of nerve agent in Salisbury to 
personally blaming the Russian president. And 
then they will examine the footage more close¬ 
ly and notice that Boris Johnson was speaking 
at the Battle of Britain Bunker museum in Ux¬ 
bridge, standing right in front of the most iconic 
warplane of all time. Boris may have been suf¬ 
fering from a sudden case of Biggies Syndrome, 
an irrational stirring of the blood caused by 
close exposure to a Supermarine Spitfire. 

BIGGLES Syndrome can be serious. At about 
the same time as Boris was going off-script, I 
watched a 1944 DC-3 Dakota transport plane 
fly over in black-and-white D-Day livery. I had a 
sudden impulse to invade Normandy. 

NEVER let it be said that, when it comes to 
punishing the ungodly, readers lack inven¬ 
tiveness. After a court report on a particularly 
unpleasant attack on two pensioners, here’s 
one online suggestion of what to do with the 
defendant: “He should have all of his skin re¬ 
moved with acid and a sanding machine, every 
bone broken with a sledgehammer, every joint 
destroyed with a power drill, every append¬ 
age amputated with garden shears. Only then 
should he be put out of his misery, by being fed 
to a swarm of rats.” Put him out of his misery? 
What bleeding-heart, kid-glove liberal nonsense 
is this? No wonder we lost the Empire. 

FAREWELL, winter, and with it the annual 
debate about what to call the pain when you 
put frozen hands in warm water after a snow¬ 
ball fight. A friend suggests ‘finger cramps’ but 
at Chateau Rhodes we are sticking with ‘hot 
aches’. Suggestions welcome (apart from the 
obvious one that I ought to get out more). 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Firms can 
do more to 
build their 
reputation 

REGULAR Talking Point readers may re¬ 
call I previously mentioned a parking fine 
I received for overstaying my welcome. I 
suggested common sense would hope¬ 
fully prevail and that the fine may be 
waived on appeal. It wasn’t. So, accept 
it, move on, live and learn. 

Now another parking matter has led me 
to think about big firms, how they treat 
their customers and how word of mouth 
can enhance - or ruin - a reputation. 

My issue this time relates to a car park 
in Wolverhampton. A number of us travel 
in together and use a particular car park 
near the city centre, which is reasonably 
priced at just £2.40 per day. To obtain a 
ticket, the last three letters of the car’s 
registration must be inputted. 

Fair enough, I suppose, as it prevents 
a driver leaving the car park from passing 
on to another just arriving. 

We know its aim is to make a profit. 
However, it is not so easy for customers 
to get any money back. 

One morning, after paying our fee, we 
realised only the last two letters of the 
registration had been keyed in. So, fear¬ 
ing this would be noted and action taken, 
we bought another ticket. This time with 
the correct three letters. 

I rang the company to explain this and 
was told that if I emailed a brief descrip¬ 
tion with pictures of the tickets the mon¬ 
ey would be reimbursed. An automated 
email came back, to say the would be 
responded to as soon as possible. 

A week later, having still not heard an¬ 
ything back, I rang them. “The emails are 
usually picked up after seven days so 
contact us again in a week if you’ve heard 
nothing,” I was politely told. 

It was three weeks later before I got in 
touch again. Guess what? There was no 
record of my email ever being received. 

I was advised to resend the original 
email, it would go to the top of the pile 
and be dealt with. The result? Another 
automated reply, which probably means 
another seven days before it is even 
looked at. 

And all this for just £2.40. Is it worth it? 
Well, yes it is. It’s my money. How many 
others, for the sake of a paltry sum would 
think it’s not worth the hassle? How many 
extra £2.40s is that for the company? 

I could refuse to use the car park, or 
others owned by the firm, and tell oth¬ 
ers to do the same, reducing its income. 
There are alternative options after all. 

It’s in this way that reputations can be 
built or tarnished. Such actions discour¬ 
age clients, not attract them - and I be¬ 
lieve they should be brought to account. 

They make enough money as it is with¬ 
out holding on to my £2.40 as well. 

MARK SHIPP 








































Austerity is reason for crumbling roads 


YOUR front page report on cash for 
potholes is one of the most confusing 
i’ve read. The headline ‘hole lot of 
cash’ suggests its purpose is to boost 
the Tories’ prospects of retaining con¬ 
trol of Dudley Council in May. 

For one thing, it doesn’t distinguish 
financial years. Phrases like ‘a further 
£164,000’ and ‘£238,000 earlier this 
year’, could well refer to the financial 
years 2018-19 and 2017-18 respec¬ 
tively. 

It seems the further amount is in 
any case part of the sum of £844,000 
paid to the Combined Authority. 


By the time we’ve taken account of 
the £300,000 ‘slashed’ from Dudley’s 
streets budget last year, it isn’t at all 
clear what is happening. 

Clarity is also not an outstanding 
feature of Dudley’s annual accounts 
(available online) but as far as I can 
see, they show a very definite trend in 
council spending since 2010, the date 
the Tory government began to impose 
its austerity policy which arose from 
having to bail-out the private banking 
sector after 2008. 

In 2010-11 Dudley’s total expend¬ 
iture was £943.2m. By 2016-17 this 


had declined to £676.9m - that’s a cut 
of 28.2 per cent in cash terms, ie be¬ 
fore inflation. Incidentally, the figure 
for 2016-17 shown is £550.4m after a 
deduction of £119.5mn for a housing 
stock revaluation. An asset revaluation 
is a capital item not an income. 

Austerity, on top of decades of 
squeezing local councils, has left them 
unable to provide adequate local ser¬ 
vices. It is this that lies behind our 
crumbling roads and general infra¬ 
structure. 

JOHN PAYNE 
Halesowen 


Talk when LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
you match post email 

the mayor 


THROUGH your newspa¬ 
per I should just like to give 
my answer to Bill Etheridge 
on his rantings about the 
Labour Party in Dudley and 
about the Mayor of Dudley, 
who is a gentleman who 
some years ago gave me a 
lot of help. 

I was asked by the head 
of the youth centre in King- 
swinford if I could form 
a fishing club for juniors, 
which I took on. 

We had no money and it 
was hard to get it off the 
ground, then Dave Tyler 
gave me information and 
the forms to see if I could 
get some money. 

We were granted £1,100 
funds and that was down to 
Dave. Twelve months after 
we had £6,000 funds to buy 
a minibus. 

So I say to Mr Etheridge, 
when you have done as 
much for the folks at Sedg- 
ley as Dave Tyler has done 
for Wall Heath and King- 
swinford you can stand up 
and be counted. 

MR G GUMINS 
Kingswinford 


dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Dudley Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct errors as 
soon as we can. The Chronicles 
adhere to the Editors’ Code of 
Practice, which can be seen at 
www.ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the accur¬ 
acy of a story, write to The Editor, 

Chronicles, 51-53 Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



ipso 


If we cannot reach a resolution 
contact Ipso at complaints@ipso. 
co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 
House, 1 Farringdon Street, Lon¬ 
don, EC4M 7LG 


Why take Photo call 

refugees? 


WHY has our council put 
our rates up when they are 
bringing 20 Syrian families, 
who will deprive 20 local 
families of accommodation. 

We will have to pay their 
rates and rent. 

And why are their men 
not staying to fight for their 
country, which we veterans 
did with pride and loyalty to 
our UK. 

S LEONARD 
Wollescote 


I AM compiling a ‘memo¬ 
ry book’ for my son and I 
would like to make a re¬ 
quest, please. 

Does anyone out there 
have any photos of groups 
or events at the Wolver¬ 
hampton Teachers College 
for Day Students between 
1966 and 1969? If possible, 
I would be looking to bor¬ 
row them and to copy and 
return. It would be much 
appreciated if anyone can 
help. I can be contacted at 
40 Ellesmere Road, Can¬ 
nock, Staffordshire, WS11 
1PJ or on 07572 661706. 

D BURDEN 


Enoch does 
not need a 
blue plaque 

I AM, and have always been, 
a great supporter and ad¬ 
mirer of Enoch Powell. 

Nevertheless, I would not 
be in favour of erecting a 
blue plaque to his memory 
in Wolverhampton. 

This would simply provide 
the ‘politically correct’ oppo¬ 
sition group with the oppor¬ 
tunity to destroy or deface it 
and I would not give them 
that satisfaction. 

Enoch does not need such 
baubles to cement his legacy 
in Wolverhampton. 

He will live forever in the 
memory of all true Wul- 
frunians as demonstrated 
by the 70-plus per cent who 
voted in favour of a plaque 
in the recent Express & Star 
poll. 

He will be remembered 
long after political midgets, 
such as those leading the 
opposition, have been for¬ 
gotten, but in the meantime 
the tail, as usual in these 
cases, continues to wag the 
dog. 

B WILLIAMS 

Wordsley 
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40 % 

OFF 


' | <;§§> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 




Don’t Settle for Less 

• Kitchens # Bedrooms 
# Bathrooms # Extensions 
# Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 



What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

{ THE GUILD a 

U - OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


We are now members of 

Checka 

Where reputation matters 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 
60% plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom 

Customer satisfaction 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

guaranteed. 

01299 877718 | 01384 232413 | 0121 550 4821 

WE WILL NOT 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm 

LET YOU DOWN 

Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 


www. qualitykitchenmakeoversitd. co. uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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Baggies seeking financial 
support - despite profit 


WEST Bromwich Albion have announced they must seek 
short-term financial support despite making a record £39 
million pre-tax profit last season in the Premier League. 

The football club’s latest set of accounts reveal record-breaking fig¬ 
ures for owner Guochuan Lai’s first year in charge at The Hawthorns. 

But that was followed by a £40m transfer splurge last summer, which has left 
the Baggies out of pocket and facing relegation. For the first time in more than 


Firms told to 
get geared 
up for HS2 

AS detailed design work gets under 
way for the West Midlands’ two HS2 
stations, local firms are being told to 
gear up ready to win work on the £42 
billion project. 

The move to sign up contractors for 
the two new stations signals the start 
of an ‘explosion’ of local economic 
opportunities, according to the West 
Midlands Combined Authority. 

The new HS2 railway stations, Bir¬ 
mingham Curz on Street and Inter¬ 
change, are key to massive amounts of 
regeneration across the wider region, 
predicted to create 50,000 jobs in Bir¬ 
mingham and Solihull alone. 

The process to decide who will 
build Curzon Street and Interchange 
stations will start later this year. Full 
details of all HS2 opportunities are 
available via the CompeteFor portal: 
https://www.competefor.com. 


a decade, the club will now require an 
overdraft facility. 

Chief executive Mark Jenkins, who 
rejoined the club last month, said: “It 
is not a serious issue but it is some¬ 
thing the club has not needed for more 
than 10 years. It really just signifies 
the amount of investment that has 
gone on in the last year.” 

Jenkins, who rejoined the club last 
month, insisted Baggies remain ‘finan¬ 
cially strong’and will not be forced to 
sell players should they drop into the 
Championship. The accounts, which 
document the Baggies finances up to 
June 30 last year, reveal record figures 
with turnover rising by nearly £40m to 
an all-time high of £138m. 

A windfall from the Premier 
League’s new TV deal saw Albion re¬ 
cord a profit despite an increased wage 
bill. The Baggies smashed their trans¬ 
fer record signing Nacer Chadli from 
Tottenham for £18m, yet still made a 
profit thanks to the £15m sale of Saido 
Berahino to Stoke. 

By the end of the financial year the 
club had funds of nearly £40m. But 
that has now gone following a sum¬ 
mer which saw Albion spend big on 
Oliver Burke, Kieran Gibbs and Jay 
Rodriguez, while they also agreed to 
fork out the £110,000-a-week wages 
of Paris St-Germain loanee Gregorz 
Krychowiak. 



Romania and England players applaud Cyrille Regis before the under-21s match held at Molineux 


CYRILLE Regis was honoured at Mo¬ 
lineux ahead of England U21’s 2-1 win 
over Romania. 

The friendly between Romania and 
England was dubbed the Cyrille Regis 
International in tribute to the former 
Albion, Wolves and Aston Villa striker, 
and a minute’s applause was held be¬ 
fore the game. 

Both sides gathered around the cen¬ 
tre-circle and joined around 16,000 
fans in celebrating the life of Regis, 


who died suddenly aged 59 in January 
from a suspected heart attack. 

Regis’ wife Julia and daughter Mi¬ 
chelle were at the Wolves ground as 
wreaths were laid by representatives 
of Regis’ four former Midland clubs 

- Wolves, Albion, Villa and Coventry 

- ahead of the 5.15pm kick off on Sat¬ 
urday. 

Prior to the match Demarai Gray, 
who was made captain for his first 
game at Molineux, spoke of his shock 


at learning of Regis’ death and said the 
team were looking forward to paying 
their respects. 

“The game has been dedicated to 
Cyrille Regis, which is important for us 
so we can try and use our performance 
as a tribute to his life and achieve¬ 
ments,” the Leicester City winger said. 
“Everyone respected what type of man 
he was. He’d always give me genuine 
advice and that’s something I’ll always 
remember.” 


'Boris bikes' 
choice of firm 
blasted by NIP 

WEST Midlands Mayor Andy Street 
has been accused of failing to back 
British firms after it emerged the re¬ 
gion’s new ‘Boris bikes’ will be made 
in Germany. 

Leipzig company nextbike won the 
Transport for West Midlands (TfWM) 
contract for 5,000 cycles, which are 
due to be rolled out in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, Birmingham and Coventry from 
September. It means Midlands firm 
Pashley Cycles, which made bikes for 
the London scheme, has missed out. 

John Spellar, Labour MP for War- 
ley, has been a vocal critic of public 
bodies failing to buy British, and re¬ 
cently hit out at the Home Office for 
awarding the contract for the UK’s 
new Brexit passports to a French 
company. 

He said: “It is outrageous that 
while Transport for London is sourc¬ 
ing new bikes from Pashley Cycles in 
Stratford-on-Avon, the West Midlands 
Mayor didn’t pop down the Stratford 
Road but went all the way to Leipzig 
in Germany to buy his bikes. Once 
again public authorities are using 
taxpayers money to back our foreign 
rivals.” 

A TfWM spokesman said Pashley 
had aligned with a rival bidder whose 
offer did not involve the Swift travel 
card, which is part of the scheme. 

• On your bike - page 15 


Charter backed 
by leisure trust 

A TRUST which runs leisure services 
in Sandwell has added its name to a 
charter aimed at helping workers who 
become terminally ill at work. 

Sandwell Leisure Trust is the lat¬ 
est company to sign up to the Dying 
to Work Voluntary Charter, becoming 
the first leisure employer nationwide 
to do so. 



WEST BROMWICH 




APRIL 4TH, 11AM - 4PM 
NEW SQUARE, WEST BROMWICH 


IG, FOOD, F MOVIES, 

EVENTS, AND SO MUCH MORE. 


newsquarewestbromwich.co.uk OOO0 


Meet Peter Rabbit and Mr McGregor 
at our magical Easter event! 



awthorne carry 
&\\ /alker 


FRESH BONELESS TURKEY BREAST 

wrapped in streaky bacon in roasting bag with cooking time £2.99lb = £6.59 Kilo 

4 KILO FRESH CHICKEN FILLETS packed in Is or 2s £20.00 per tray 

FRESH ENGLISH FILLET STREAKS (Trimmed) £6.99lb £15.40 kilo 

Approx. 4 steaks per pack 

WHOLE FRESH ENGLISH BEEF FILLETS (No Side Chain) £7.99lb = £17.60 Kilo 


Whole best quality 

B/less Sirloins. £5.99lb = £13.20 Kilo 

Whole best quality ribeyes .£5.99lb = £13.20 Kilo 
Whole Boneless Rumps 

i.e. Hipbone Steak . £4.29lb = £9.45 Kilo 

Fresh middle Loin Lamb Chops English. 


Whole grain fed, 

hormone free, beef roast. £3.30lb = £7.05 Kilo 

Whole Boneless, Black Angus Salmon 

Cuts of Beef. £3.99lb = £8.79 Kilo 

Middle Cut, Lamb Legs. £3.171b = £6.99 Kilo 

. £4.79lb = 10.56 Kilo 


Diced Lamb Neck Fillets 

B/less. £3.99lb = £8.79 Kilo 

Whole Boneless Pork Loins £1.891b = £4.16 Kilo 
Whole Pork Bellies. £1.891b = £4.16 Kilo 


Small Whole B/less 

Pork Legs. £1.781b = £3.92 Kilo 


51b Short Back Bacon. £7.99 

51b Smoked Short Back Bacon. £8.99 


10 Rib Eye Steaks. £17.99 Pack 

10 Loin Lamb Chops. £7.99 Pack 

HOME MADE PORK SAUSAGE 
Pork and Leek, Pork and Red Onion 
Pork and Black Pudding, Tomato 
Sausage, Jalapeno and Pork 
gluten free varieties 
check availability 


10 Pork Loin Steaks. £7.99 Pack 

10 Sirloin Steaks. £19.99 Pack 


FREEZER PACK 
£69.00 

21b beef joint, 21b lamb joint 
2 pork joint, 21b pork sausage 
21b s/back bacon, 21b rump steaks 
21b lamb chops, 21b pork steaks 


WWW.HAWTH0RNEWALKER.C0.UKl EMAIL: HAWTH0RNEANDWALKER@GMAIL.COM 

01384 633648 (24 hr answer phone) or 01384 353550 ALL 

Opening times: Mon: 9am-1pmTues: 8am-5pm, subject to 

AVAILABILITY 


TRADE 

ENQUIRIES 

WELCOME 


Wed & Sat: 8am-1pm, Thurs & Fri: 8am-5.30pm 

172-6 HIGH STREET, QUARRY BANK 

Most Credit Cards taken - Visa, Mastercard, etc 























































Iris focuses on 
enjoying 100th 



Iris, with friends and family at Valley Court 

FAMILY and friends joined together to wish Cradley 
Heath’s Iris Cooper a very happy 100th birthday 

Iris, whose many interests have included sewing, cooking 
and singing in a choir, was treated to two parties for her 
special birthday. 

She grew up in Langley, later living in Halesowen and for 
many years in Hayseech, Cradley Heath, before moving to 
Valley Court in 2014. 

Iris enjoyed more than 60 years of marriage with her late 
husband Jim. 

She’s also been an active, long-standing member of Our 
Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, and, during her secre¬ 
tarial career, was known for her expert shorthand skills. 

Niece Maureen Richards said: “Even at 100, Iris is a very 
strong lady, she dresses herself every morning for break¬ 
fast and is very independent. She remembers everything. 

“ Iris had a lovely birthday celebrating with family, 
friends and everyone at Valley Court, including Reverend 
Father Stephen Fawcett from the church.” 

Councillor Ann Shackleton, Sandwell Council’s cabinet 
member for adult social care, is an old friend too and at¬ 
tended the party. 

She said: “I have known Iris for nearly 30 years as a 
neighbour and a friend. 

“Her communication skills are excellent and we have 
some lively conversations. What a memory she has!” 


Judge says 
ISIS videos 
were 'call 
to arms' 

AN ISIS supporter claimed in court that jail¬ 
ing him for circulating the death cult’s prop¬ 
aganda on the internet violated his human 
right to express himself. 

Humza Ali, 21, from Birmingham, posted three 
videos - two of them showing sickening set-piece ex¬ 
ecutions - on a chat site. 

In December 2016, a 
Birmingham Crown Court 
jury convicted him of three 
counts of disseminating ter¬ 
rorist publications. 

His claims that he had 
only watched the opening 
minutes of one of the videos 
were disbelieved by jurors. 

One video showed six 
men being decapitated and 
the second showed another 
victim being shot in the 
head. The third was an ISIS 
‘recruitment video’ that glo¬ 
rified the death and ‘martyr¬ 
dom’ of a Canadian convert. 

But Ali argued his convic¬ 
tions breached his right to 
freedom of expression, en¬ 
shrined in Article 10 of the 
Human Rights Convention. 

At the Court of Appeal, 
in London, he denied that 
the videos were ‘terrorist 
publications’ or that he had 


By David Cosgrove 

encouraged others to sup¬ 
port ISIS. But Lord Justice 
Treacy said the propaganda 
videos were clearly ‘calls for 
others to take up arms’ and 
‘commit acts of terrorism’. 

The ban on such material 
was ‘clearly lawful, propor¬ 
tionate and necessary’. 

“We are unpersuaded 
that there was, as asserted, 
a failure adequately to take 
account of his Article 10 
rights,” the judge concluded. 

But Lord Justice Treacy 
said a pre-sentence report 
had described Ali as ‘a sub¬ 
stantial danger to members 
of the public’. 

Upholding the sentence, 
the judge added: “He had 
done his level best to pre¬ 
pare for travel and to get to 
Syria in order to fight.” 



"Hagley Kitchens took care of everything in our fantastically designed modern kitchen... 
...Graham and his team made everything simple." Pam & Steve Hughes, Rowley Regis 

"Graham gave u s our perfect kitchen, a great local company. 

^'Hagley Kitchens created the kitchen we have always dreamed of, 
and his team completed the installation and tiling to a perfect I 
finish... Thank You." Wayne & Julie, Wordsley 

"Nothing was too much trouble" Doreen Coley - Hayley Green 


mr — ouunuy 

/oyar^ Made 

40Years 
of Happy 
Customers 


Guaranteed unbeatable on price 


www.HagleyKitchens.co.uk 


INSTall^i lON • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 


GB TOURS 

Wonderful Coach Trips 

FROM YOUR LOCAL AREA! 


Warner’s * * * * 

Norton Grange* 

Isle of Wight 

We stay for 4 nights with trips out on two days to 
Newport, Ryde, Godshill Village (Cream tea ind), 
Shanklin and the Needles at Alum Bay. 

Plus you have a free day to enjoy Norton Grange. 
Warner's fantastic quality accommodation, food and nightly 
entertainment. Price includes; Coach, Ferry, 4 nights DIBIB 
and trips out 


p 




Ireland 

Co. Waterford, 

Cork and Kilkenny 
Stay in the 
historic town of Dungarvan and 
visit Kilkenny city and Cork 

We take the ferry from Fishguard to Rosslare and arrive Monday for 
4 nights with days out on Tuesday and Wednesday to Kilkenny, Cork 
and the seaport town of Cobh - last port of call of Titanic. Thursday 
is free to enjoy Dungarvan and we travel home on Friday after 
breakfast on the 9am Ferry from Rosslare back to Fishguard and 
continue homeward. 


Coach departs: Monday 16th April £239 S.S. £30 Coach departs: Monday 23rd April £259 S.S. £75 


Weymouth 

The charming 
seaside town 
off the Dorset Co Ssfl 

We stay for 3 nights with trips out on 2 days to the bustling town of 
Wimborne Minster and beautiful Poole Harbour. We also visit the little 
resort of West Bay and the market town of Dorchester made famous by 
Thomas Hardy. 

l/l/e stay at the Crown Hotel at the top of the town centre overlooking 
the fishing harbour. All rooms ensuite with full facilities. Lift. Regular 
evening entertainment. 



Bideford 



Come and 
explore 
glorious north Devon ★ ★★ 

We arrive Friday for 3 nights with trips out on Saturday and 
Sunday to Quince Honey Farm and seaside Westward Ho! We 
also visit the twin villages of Lynton and Lynmouth at the bottom 
and top of a Cliff. A unique water operated railway connects 
them and a ticket is included. We return home on Monday, 
l/l/e stay at the Durrant House Hotel - a great quality 3 star hotel. 


Coach departs: Friday 18th May £215 S.S. £21 Coach departs: Friday 13th July £204 S.S. £21 


Llandudno 

5 Day trip 
to Llandudno 



Dunoon 

and Highlands 



We arrive Monday for 4 nights with trips out on Tuesday and 
Wednesday to charming towns of Conwy and Caernarfon and 
Llanderis and Betws-y-Coed. 

Thursday is left free to explore Llandudno at your own pace 
We stay at the highly regarded Queens Hotel on the seafront. 
Good food, regular evening entertainment, all guest rooms 
ensuite/ Lift to all floors. 


On the way to Dunoon we take the ferry from ‘view from hotel’ 
Gourock for lovely views of the Isle of Bute. We stay for 4 nights with 
trips out on 2 days to Loch Lomand and Luss and Loch Fyne to 
Inveraray You also have a day free to enjoy Dunoon. 

We stay at the Esplanade hotel ★ ★ ★ with majestic views of the 
Clyde. Lovely hotel with entertainment most evenings. 32 ensuite guest 
rooms with TV, hairdryer, tea/coffee tray. Lift to all floors. 

Price includes: Coach, Ferry 4 nights DIBIB basis. 


Coach departs: Monday 4th June £296 S.S. £27 Coach departs: Monday 28th May £266 S.S. £40 


Bath & 
Longleat^ SP 



A wonderful way 
to spend a few days 

Day 1: First we visit the unique World heritage city of Bath 
and then stay overnight in a lovely hotel. 

Day 2: We visit Longleat's fabulous 900 acres estate with an 'access 
all areas' pass to the amazing house and Britain's best Safari Park 
plus Lake Cruise and steam railway. 

l/l/e stay at the excellent 3 star Hilton Hotel in Bristol. 



Lakes 
Mini Break, 

Just a short but * 
wonderful jaunt to the Lake District 

Day 1: To start we visit charming Kendal then go to our hotel for 
overnight stay with dinner and full breakfast. 

Day 2: Trip on Haverthwaite railway from Leven Valley then boat 
trip on Windermere followed by free time Bowness and we also 
visit Grasmere before heading home. 

l/l/e stay at the excellent 3 star Shap Wells hotel near Penrith. 


Coach departs: Sunday 29th April £104 S.S. £20 Coach departs: Sunday 1st July £103 S.S. £10 



Lincoln Mini Br£ak 




A beautiful city - the perfect 
place for a short break... 

Enjoy its magnificent Cathedral, medieval Castle and the truly charming 
old-world Bailsgate area teeming with independent quirky shops... 

We arrive on Sunday around noon and you have this afternoon free to 
explore the historic area known as Bailgate with lots of independent, quirky 
shops and cosy tea rooms in the cobbled streets and the most famous 
Street in the city - 'Steep Hill' which leads down to the lower part of the 
town. We check into our hotel - Holiday Inn on trendy Brayford Waterfront 
for an overnight stay including dinner and full breakfast. Next morning you 
have more free time in Lincoln until noon when we leave and visit 
Sherwood Forest on the way home. 


Liverpool 

From Ferry 
cross the Merse^L 
to Europe’s grandest Cathedral 

You'll love this short break in the vibrant, friendly city of Liverpool. 

Day 1: Ferry 'cross the Mersey to Liverpool then time at the Albert 
Dock before overnight 4 star hotel with dinner and full breakfast. 

Day 2: Guided coach tour followed by free time at Liverpool One 
shopping complex then visit one of the largest Cathedrals in the world 
including cream tea. See Website for full details. 

Coach departs: Sunday 6th May £107 S.S. £20 Coach departs: Sunday 17th June £87 S.S. £20 

Llangollen Cruisp,^ E 

Enjoy the beautiful 
scenery of the Vale 
of Llangollen 

Thomas Telford, narrowboat 

A two-hour motorised cruise from Llangollen through to Froncysyllte. 

While on-board you'll enjoy a lovely lunch and live & informative 
commentary from your Captain. 

You will also experience a crossing of the world famous Pontcysllte 
Aqueduct - the country's tallest navigable aqueduct which towers 
126 feet above the River Dee - it's simply spectacular! 



Day trip to 
Bletchley Park* 

Step back in time and explore 
museums and exhibitions set 
in the lovingly restored site. 

See the hut dedicated to the 
tireless Royal Women's Naval Service who worked 
on the incredible code breaking machines which 
cracked the enigma code. Enjoy refreshments 
in Hut 4 which houses a beautiful cafe with 
traditional 1940's furniture keeping up the 
theme of the day. 

Cost includes entrance to Bletchley Park. 



Coach departs: Wednesday 27th June £48 coach eparts: Tuesday 29th May £43 


Wolverhampton 3 "' G3EM9 
Dudley, Stourbridge & Halesowen. 
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Call or go online 

0151 652 2222 1 

www.gbtours.com 
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© Top Quality A Rated 

Products At Great!Rnces 

No 

© Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
© Payment On Completion 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 


© No Deposit Required 


Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches. 


Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it opened in 1989. 
Call them now for your FREE no obligation quotations. Our visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes 


Visit our large beautiful showroom with all products on display for a warm welcome 



WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 



24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 

Telephone: 01384 442 490 

www.carerawindows.co.uk 


FENSA 


Registered Company 



































Charity offer Lego therapy 
to help children explain 


LEGO is being used as therapy for 
children with communication prob¬ 
lems by a Black Country charity. 

Murray Hall Community Trust 
in Tipton will pilot the scheme with 
local schools over the next month. 

It will see staff like young people’s 
worker Sophie Roberts working 
through problems with youngsters 
using the popular building bricks. 

Kelly Freeman, senior project 
co-ordinator, said: “We are piloting 
using Lego therapy within Sandwell 
to work with children who have so¬ 
cial communication difficulties. 


“They sometimes don’t really 
want to talk about what they are 
going through, but this can be ex¬ 
pressed through Lego.” 

The charity, which has been oper¬ 
ating for nearly 25 years, is believed 
to be the first in the region providing 
the service. 

Kelly said: “We are always look¬ 
ing for innovative projects. We’ve 
researched the impact of Lego and 
all of it is been popular.” 

Although the organisation pro¬ 
vides support services for all ages, 
the latest project is just for children. 



Young people’s worker Sophie Roberts, from Codsall, with the Lego that will be used to help children 


MP vows to tackle 
‘barbaric’ bird trade 

SOUTH Staffs MP and Defence Secretary Gavin Wil¬ 
liamson has promised extra help to tackle the ‘cruel and 
barbaric’ trade in captured songbirds. Measures will in¬ 
clude drones equipped with cameras to catch poachers. 

Equipment used to trap birds on a UK military base 
in Cyprus has already been seized and destroyed as part 
of a crackdown. The number of songbirds being illegally 
killed in the sovereign base area to supply restaurants 
fell by 70 per cent last year, wildlife experts say 

Ambelopoulia is a dish of grilled, fried, pickled or 
boiled songbirds which is traditional in Cyprus but 
has been made illegal. More than 260,000 birds swere 
trapped and killed last autumn on British territory. 

Conservative MP for Kinver Mr Williamson said: 
“Bird trapping is not only a cruel and barbaric trade, it 
lines the pockets of criminal gangs.” 


Hit and run 
driver is 
jailed for 
five years 

A SPEEDING hit and run driver, who left a 
teenage moped rider lying in the road with 
life changing injuries, is starting a five year 
jail sentence. 

Danny Dale ignored warnings to slow down before 
overtaking a taxi and failed to see 16-year-old De¬ 
clan Osborne making a right turn until it was too 
late. 

CCTV showed the Honda 
Civic, which the 26-year-old 
father-of-five was not in¬ 
sured to drive, doing more 
than 60mph in a 30 limit 
zone 200 metres before it 
struck the scooter, can¬ 
noned into a wall and spun 
back into Birmingham Road 
at its junction with MacMil¬ 
lan Road at Rowley Regis. 

Shameless Dale, of Hab- 
berley Road, Blackheath, de¬ 
nied causing serious injury 
by dangerous driving and 
during his trial at Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court tried 
to heap the blame onto his 
passenger - former friend 
Jonathan Mundle - and 
onto victim Declan. 

Convict 

But the jury took just 42 
minutes to unanimously 
convict him of the offence. 

After the verdict had been 
announced Judge Nicholas 
Webb said that the evidence 
was overwhelming. 

He told Dale: “You have 
your own problems but 
they are as nothing when 
compared to those you be¬ 
queathed onto Declan by a 
dreadful course of danger¬ 
ous driving. 

“The way in which you 
persisted in driving at twice 
the speed limit or more and 
overtook on a junction made 
a serious collision unavoid¬ 
able. You had been on the 
wrong side of the road when 
you hit him. Declan was to¬ 
tally blameless but you have 
sought to blame him and 
your passenger.” 



Danny Dale - speeding 


The moped rider’s sister, 
28-year-old Nicole Osborne, 
who with their father has 
spent many hours caring 
for Declan since the col¬ 
lision, said: “As a family 
we can now have some clo¬ 
sure to what was a very 
tragic event. We are happy 
that the right decision was 
reached. 

“Declan is still undergo¬ 
ing extensive brain injury 
treatment.” 

The court heard that 
the tragic teenager was no 
longer capable of independ¬ 
ent living as a result of his 
devastating injuries. 

The collision on January 
30, 2016, robbed the former 
student of Ormiston Forge 
Academy in Cradley Heath, 
who had wanted to become 
a bricklayer, of much of his 
intellectual functioning and 
destroyed his sense of taste 
and smell. 



There’s great Easter savings across all departments of our 35,000 sq.ft, furniture superstore, 
with many exciting new furniture collections on display for the first time! 


ii 


Toy fair for collectors 

BRITAIN’S biggest toy fair will see collectors able to ex¬ 
plore more than 500 stalls at the National Exhibition Cen¬ 
tre, near Birmingham. 

Fans of models and film memorabilia will be able to get 
their hands on items from the likes of Star Wars, Doctors 
Who, Thunderbirds, James Bond amongst other favourite 
hit films and shows on April 29. Parking is free with tickets 
to the event, which are sold on the door, costing £7.50 for 
adults, £7 for seniors and £2 for children. 


^MLUAM&SONS 

vvvvw.williamandsons.co.uk 

Level Street, Merry Hill, Dudley West Midlands DY5 1UA T. 01384 77444 

EASTER HOLIDAY OPENING HOURS: 

Good Friday 10-6pm 

Easter Saturday 10-6pm 

Easter Sunday Closed 

Bank Holiday Monday 10-6pm 

Easter Tuesday 10-6pm 

, price '•••. 

• MATCH . 

: PROMISE : 

• We’ll not be ; 

beaten on price! 

\ That’s our promise / 
to you! 

0% APR Representative Tow deposit Pay Nothing Until Autumn 2018 Interest Free Option available on all orders over £500. All balances must be paid in full by the end of the first six months after delivery or collection as highlighted at the time of purchase. 

Written details available on request. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability E&OE. 
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www.Dreamlandbedding.co.uk 



King size for the price of double this weekend only 



Harnessing almost 100 years of innovation the 
Slumberland Vintage collection will change the way 
you sleep for ever - Dreamland have the whole of the 
Vintage collection on display now 

« o 

W ’H 8 Year >.♦ 


Dreamland Exclusive offer for national bed 
Month Save 10% off all Slumberland Products 




Time to change? If your bed 
is worn out so will you be 



Are you sleeping comfortably? If not it may be time for a new bed 


MARCH is National Bed Month and 
the ideal time to consider how to 
ensure you get a good night’s sleep. 

The Sleep Council’s annual 
awareness campaign aims to highlight 
the impact of comfortable sleeping on 
health and wellbeing. 

Many old beds are at worst 
completely worn out and at best 
moulded to your shape which is likely 
to be storing up future trouble for 
backs. 

Nationally the Sleep Council 
estimates that more than 100 million 
working days are lost each year 
because of back problems. 

Lisa Artis, sleep guru at The Sleep 
Council, explained: “We spend one 


third of our lives in bed so it’s essential 
it’s comfortable and supportive. This 
year, as part of National Bed Month, 
we are raising awareness of the 
importance of replacing your bed, 
ideally every seven years, and why old 
beds are bad for you.” 

Essential 

“Your current bed might not look 
worn out, but it won’t offer the same 
comfort and support as it did originally. 

“Our research shows that sleeping 
on an uncomfortable mattress can rob 
you of up to one hour’s sleep per night, 
so investing in your bed is essential to 
a restful night. 

“What’s more, we lose around half 


a pint of fluid every night, and shed a 
pound of dead skin cells each year - 
more good reasons for a trip to the bed 
shop,” she added. 

A build-up of moisture and skin 
scales makes beds a favourite 
breeding ground for the common dust 
mite, which is bad news for the nation’s 
5.4 million asthma sufferers. 

Also independent test house FIRA 
(the Furniture Industry Research 
Association) says that a bed’s materials 
could have deteriorated by as much as 
60 to 70 per cent after seven years. 

The Sleep Council recommends 
choosing a reputable dealer with 
knowledgeable staff and to ‘try before 
you buy’. 



All offers are very 
limited stock/time 
offers 


Save up to £100 off 
Oak bed frames 


Naked beds 
Divan set was 
£1089 now 


10% off selected 
Rest Assured models 


Win a bed worth 
over £2000 


Silentnight single size Pandora 2 drawer set £419 now 
off all Silentnight Mattress 


Sitentniqht i 


Relyon Small double Orthorest 2 drawer set including headboard set £1058 now 


Kyoto Futon sofa bed £249 now 
OBC Edwardian double bed frame £499 now 
Buoyant Nexus 2 seater sofa bed £599 now 
Serene Wesley Ottoman bed £649 now 


Dreamlandbedding.co.uk 
01384 74166 
23 Mill St 
Brierley Hill 
DY5 2RG 


Opening Times 
Good Friday 9am - 5pm 
Saturday 9am - 5:30pm 
Easter Sunday - closed 
Bank holiday Monday 10am - 5pm 



off all Relyon Pillow top models Mattress | 



Sealy double Serenity 4 drawer set £1169 now 
off a selection of Sealy Mattress 



off all Myers mattress and divan set 

\1s IKS 





















Quality furnishings and 
service at competitive prices 



New to Dudley town centre, 

Oakland Furnishings were formed 
by senior management with a 
lifetime experience in the furniture 
industry with the ambition to supply 
a top quality service and product 
to high street customers at a very 
competitive price. 

A spokesman for the company said: 
“We import furniture from several 
countries around the globe to enable 
us to source and supply a good choice 
of furniture products that we feel will 
sell well in the competitive UK high 
street. We are continually sourcing 
new products to keep ahead of the 


Commercial Feature 


latest trends and to try and improve our 
pricing. We have primarily focused the 
business on the Oak dining furniture 
sector over the past few years after 
sourcing some very high quality 
designs at fantastic prices from key 
suppliers. 

“Feedback from customers has been 
excellent so we adopted the ‘If it ain’t 
broke don’t fix it mentality’. 

“Oakland Furnishings’ business 
model is built around innovative 
designs and great quality at a price far 


cheaper than you would find on the 
high street or on any other furniture 
websites. 

“The majority of the designs sold by 
Oakland Furnishings are designed 
in-house and manufactured by some 
of the finest furniture manufacturers in 
the world. Innovative furniture designs 
are a big factor in Oakland Furnishings 
recent growth and you won’t find most 
of our products on other websites or on 
the high street. 

“With 0% finance available (T&C 
apply) there is only one place to find 
high quality Oak furniture at affordable 
prices.” 


SOLID OAK FURNITURE 

AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 





Adelaide 

Range 

From Just 

£149 

Jali Range 

From Just 

£49 


NOW OPEN 


0 % 

Finance 

Available 

(T+C Apply) 


FREE GARDEN 
HAMMOCK 
WORTH £399 

when you spend over £1000 in store 

(no Cash equivalent discount) 


Please visit our store to see our full range of finest oak furniture 



Oakland Furnishings 


0845 643 5129 


EST1985 


Oakland Furniture, 

3-4 Trident Centre, Dudley, DY1 1QJ (opposite b&m) 

Open: Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 10.30am - 4pm 



INLITEN 
BACK DOOR 


in WHITE 
From Only 


..Supply 
only 


Window 
Wizard Services 
Available 


6 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 


... including 
Fitting AND VAT! 1 ' 


Misted Units 
Replaced 
Broken Hinge 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 
0121 421 7001 


INLITEN 
FRONT DOOR 


in WHITE 
From Only 


/ 


Supply 

only 


• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Spring 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 

• y 


V'FASCIASYiOFFITS SPUTTERING 

• Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 

• Visit our showroom 

• Deal direct with the owner 

It to be 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE | SERVICE - 



IP 




SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 


TRADE 

ENQUIRES 

WELCOME 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


// 


We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" ? 
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NEW STYLE SALON 

OPENS at MERRY HILL 



HAIRCLUB OPENED AT THE MERRY HILL 
CENTRE, BRIERLEY HILL A MONTH AGO 


This new concept salon operates a no appointment policy, you just walk in 
All stylists have at least 4 years’ experience This salon caters for everyone, 
men, women and children And, although this is a budget salon, the only 
thing that is budget are the prices They offer a full range of hair and 
beauty products all at affordable prices A child’s cut is £6, adult cuts are £6 
A full colour on short hair is £15 - 10 foils for £10 




Find them at Unit L20, Lower Mall (next to Poundland) 
Merry Hill Centre, Brierley Hill DY5 1SH 



41% of people decide where to shop as a result of seeing 
advertising in local media - ahead of supermarket promotions 
(25%), direct mail (21%) and TV advertising (19%) 


SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


GET CUSTOMERS 
SHOPPING 


To find out more about advertising in the 
Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 


New chapter written in 
history of iron industry 



‘FINANCIAL meltdown, bank¬ 
ing crises and social unrest’ 
- the laborious life of a 19th 
Century iron factory work¬ 
er in the Black Country has 
been uncovered. 

It’s all thanks to a detailed new 
account from a local author. 

Grandfather Keith Robinson has 
lived in the area for more than 50 
years, and is a direct descendent of 
the locally-famous Rose brothers, who 
owned the region’s iron factories back 
in the 1900s. 

After years of research, the 66-year- 
old has now penned a book, titled 
‘Iron, Coal & Roses’, detailing one 
family’s rise and fall in the iron indus¬ 
try in Moxley, Darlaston, Wednesbury, 
Bilston and Old Hill. 

Family 

The book was launched last week, 
with the author on hand to sign copies, 
during an event at Darlaston Library. 
There will also be another signing ses¬ 
sion on Saturday, from l-4pm at the 
Black Country Living Museum. 

Former history teacher Mr Rob¬ 
inson, who now lives in Shrewsbury, 
said: “My mother was a member of the 
Rose family - David and Daniel Rose 
owned the iron factories and Henry 
Rose, their brother, was my great- 
great-great grandfather. He man¬ 
aged one of the factories in Darlaston 
Green. 

“My mother always used to talk 
about how we were related to the iron 
industry and then when I had some 
time - 60 years later -1 tracked all the 
information down. 

“I wanted to see if I could add some¬ 
thing to Black Country history by re¬ 
searching and writing the book. So I 


traced 130 people, who used to work in 
the Rose factories or mines, so people 
can see, through the book, if their fam¬ 
ily or ancestors are in there.” 

Mr Robinson’s ancestors all lived in 
Darlaston and Wednesbury and were 


iron workers, nut and bolt operatives 
and gun-lock filers. Iron, Coal & Roses 
priced at £9.99. 

To request a copy of the book from 
Mr Robinson, email netcord9@hot 
mail.com or call 01743 873348. 


Tangent group celebrate friendship at 50 



A WOMEN’S community group that promotes friendship people we hadn’t seen for a long time and also we had en- 
has celebrated its 50th anniversary. tertainment, presentations and a bouquet of flowers.” 

Members of Halesowen Tangent Ladies Club met for a Current Tangent chair Kerry Bullock from Halesowen is 
special anniversary dinner which was attended by around pictured with national treasurer Ruth Lamb from Mendip, 
75 guests. They were joined by the national secretary of founding member Barbara Garrad, 84, from Pedmore, and 
^ e ,T an F e £!' during the event at Hagley Golf Club p as t chairs Rita Shakespeare, Val Mobberley, Gail Hollis, 
on March 20. Trish Danks, Hazel Shappard, Barbara Kilby, Rosemary 

Barbara Kilby, aged 75 from Pedmore, a former chair- Moyes, Liz McNaughton, Jenny Rampling, Nora Hodkin- 
woman, said: “It was a fantastic time. We were able to see son and Jackie Flint. 


jobseekers on right track 


WEST Midlands Trains will 
give jobseekers a helping 
hand by offering free travel 
on its local services. 

The scheme, due to be introduced 
by the end of the year, will provide 
support for university graduates and 
those who have been unemployed for 
over six months. 

Under the initiative, graduates or 
anyone graduating from a higher edu¬ 
cation equivalent course will be able to 


claim six free standard return tickets 
on West Midlands Trains services for 
travel to and from interviews. 

They will also qualify for three 
months worth of free travel to and 
from their place of work after secur¬ 
ing a job. The same benefits will be 
available to any person in long-term 
unemployment. 

Andy Camp, from West Midlands 
Trains, said: “Our aim with these 
schemes is to help those who have 
been out of employment for some time 


to get back on their feet, and support 
graduates making their first steps into 
the world of work. 

“Rail travel is essential for a signif¬ 
icant number of people travelling to 
interviews and commuting for work. 
The breadth of our network and fast 
links between towns and cities means 
that taking a train is often the most 
efficient way to travel. 

“We’re hugely proud about being 
able to support our customers in this 
way.” 





















































On your bike time as 
pedal power arrives 



Roger Lawrence and Andy Street at the bike launch 


THEY are the West Midlands 
version of Boris Bikes - and 
thousands of the cycles will 
soon be on the streets of the 
Black Country. 

Wolverhampton is one of the 
first three cities to have the rental 
bikes. They will hit the streets of 
the city in September, as well as 
Birmingham and Coventry. 

They will roll out to Dudley, 
Sandwell, Walsall and Solihull in 2019. 
Wolverhampton is also set to be one of 
the main bike hubs, bringing at least 
50 jobs to the area, area managers, van 
drivers and mechanics. 

The landmark initiative aims to 
get more people on bikes. It will be 
similar to London’s so-called’ ‘Boris 
Bikes’, named after Boris Johnson. 
The scheme will bring 5,000 bikes to 
the West Midlands - 2,000 in the first 
roll-out and 3,000 in 2019. 

Access 

Nextbike has been picked by Trans¬ 
port for West Midlands, part of the 
West Midlands Combined Authority 
(WMCA), to run bike-share, the UK’s 
largest docked bike-share scheme out¬ 
side London. 

Annual membership to the scheme 
will cost £30 per year, meaning riders 
can access the bikes for as little as 8p 
per day. Swift card members will be 
able to access the bikes as part of their 
regular subscription. 

The bikes will also be free for the 
first 30 minutes to people who sign up 
to Whim, the new smart travel service 
launching in the Midlands next month. 

Docking stations will be located 
around key sites in the towns and cit¬ 
ies involved, with bikes available 24 
hours a day. The bikes have enhanced 
security features including integrated 


front locks and GPS tracking. The 
company is also looking to introduce a 
scheme to give up to 5,000 free mem¬ 
berships a year to help people who are 
suffering from financial deprivation. 

West Midlands Mayor Andy Street, 
Councillor Roger Lawrence, leader 
of Wolverhampton Council and lead 
member for transport for the WMCA, 
were joined by managing director of 
nextbike, Julian Scriven, at the launch 


of the scheme in Birmingham. They 
hope it will encourage more people to 
use public transport rather than drive 
in order to improve air quality and 
personal health. 

Councillor Lawrence said: “I think 
if you look at any city in Europe they 
have these bike schemes. It comes at 
little or no cost to us because it is a 
commercially-managed operation. 
There are health benefits to it.” 
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THE LOCAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM 
REFURBISHMENT 
We want your choice to be us. 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3950 


Ui 

□y 



We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 



Latifs 


since 1956 


'OGfliEanfeGfl' 


latifs) 


latifs) 


offers [available in store]' 


Paw Patrol Pawsome 
Single Duvet Set 




PLAY - DOH 




FUSION PU - Double Bed in a Box 

Twist ‘n Squish Turtle with 2 Tubs 



Available Black & Brown 



Price comparison correct at time of printing. 



Cristaline Natural 
Spring Water (24 x 500ml Bottles) 


BENROSS HALOGEN HEATER 1200W 



EASTER 

OPENING HOURS 


Good Friday: 9.30am - 6.00pm Easter Sunday: CLOSED 

Saturday 31st March: 9.30am - 6.00pm Bank Holiday Monday: 9.30am - 6.00pm 


BIRMINGHAM CITY CENTRE : New Canal Street, Digbeth B5 5PL | BILSTON WOLVERHAMPTON : Loxdale St, Wolverhampton WV14 OTP 


Mon-Wed 9.30am - 6pm • Thurs 9.30 - 8pm • Fri & Sat 9.30am - 6pm • Sun 11am - 5pm (Birmingham) • Sun 10am - 4pm (Bitston) 


0800 00 92 555 WWW.ldtifs.C0.uk fra)f3 LatifsUK 

No Membership Required. Open To The Public. All Prices Include VAT. Free parking for customers, whilst shopping in store. 
*Terms and conditions apply. See in store for details. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 
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^Tenants are 
ousted on 
same day 
by council 

SANDWELL Council evicted two Tiv- 
idale tenants on the same day - as a 
crackdown on anti-social behaviour 
continues to step up. 

The council’s anti-social behaviour 
and legal teams, supported by the 
police and residents, had taken Ryan 
Jones and Tina Hinton to court to se¬ 
cure possession orders against them. 

On 13 March, the council took back 
possession of both homes, which will 
now be re-let to new tenants. 

Ryan Jones, aged 32, was evicted 
from a flat in Century House, Wallace 
Close, where he was causing anti-so¬ 
cial behaviour, which included noise 
nuisance, vandalism, drug taking and 
threatening behaviour. 

At the possession hearing on Feb¬ 
ruary 22, Dudley County Court or¬ 
dered Mr Jones to pay rent arrears of 
£2,313.08 and court costs of £1,766.25. 

At a separate hearing at the same 
court on February 28, Mr Jones was 
jailed for 26 weeks after admitting 
contempt of court by breaching an in¬ 
junction order. He had breached the 
injunction in February by causing a 
nuisance and threatening people in 
the neighbourhood. 

Following the eviction, Mr Jones 
will now be banned from the neigh¬ 
bourhood on his release from prison. 

Meanwhile, Tina Hinton, aged 43, 
was evicted from a house in Barncroft 
Road following a possession order also 
granted at Dudley County Court. At 
that hearing, she was ordered to pay 
the council’s court costs of £451.75. 

She had been accused, along with a 
partner and associates, of anti-social 
behaviour. 

Councillor Elaine Costigan, 
Sandwell Council’s cabinet member 
for public health and protection, said: 
“We took this action in partnership 
with the police to protect residents 
and help reduce anti-social behaviour 
in the area. 


Record 122 events are planned 
for business festival fortnight 



Ice Age shows life on Earth millions years ago including an enormous rumbling volcano and woolly mammoths 


THE Black Country Business Festival has grown to take in 
122 different events in its two-week programme. 

The festival, originated by the Black Country Chamber of Commerce 
and partnered by DY5 - Dudley’s business and innovation enterprise 
zone - will run from April 23 to May 4. 

Tickets to attend the events are already available on the website www.black 
countrybusinessfestival.com and the majority of the events are completely free 


THE UK’s largest Ice Age exhibit, 
costing £1.25 million, is to open at the 
West Midland Safari Park near Kid¬ 
derminster tomorrow (Good Friday). 

Ice Age is an immersive multi-sen¬ 
sory experience allowing visitors to 
step back in time and walk among the 
magnificent creatures that roamed the 
Earth millions of years ago. 

The project has three distinct and 
interactive time zones and also fea¬ 
tures an enormous rumbling volcano 
and huge atmospheric ice cave, both 
of which can be walked through by 


explorers. Complementing the Land 
of the Living Dinosaurs that opened 
in 2015, Ice Age continues the prehis¬ 
toric journey for visitors and shows life 
on Earth after the dinosaurs became 
extinct. 

The exhibit, located in the Discovery 
Trail, begins at the start of the Ceno- 
zoic Era nearly 65 million years ago 
and features more than 20 life-sized 
species of mammals, the majority of 
which are animatronic. 

These moving, breathing and roar¬ 
ing creatures include a giant ground 


sloth, menacing ‘hell pig’ and a herd 
of ginormous mammoths. A ferocious 
smilodon (sabre-toothed big cat) will 
guard the entrance to the exhibit. 

Neil James, project manager, said, 
“We are extremely proud of our new 
exhibit, which has taken over six 
months for us to create, install and 
complete. 

“We have called upon international 
expert manufacturers and sculptors to 
create these magnificent creatures and 
their animatronic attributes, making 
them seem as life-like as possible.” 


to attend. The programme ranges from 
seminars, workshops, conferences and 
exhibitions to round-table debates, 
careers speed networking events and 
exclusive, behind-the-scenes tours of 
some of the Black Country’s best busi¬ 
nesses. 

Subjects vary widely across many 
key sectors with events about cor¬ 
porate finance, credit and funding, 
food safety, land acquisition, property 
development and investment oppor¬ 
tunities, overseas trading, careers, ap¬ 
prenticeships and skills. 

Massive 

Councillor Patrick Harley, leader 
of Dudley Council, said: “We are de¬ 
lighted through DY5 to be supporting 
the Black Country Business Festival. 
It’s a massive event. With more than 
7,000 attendees expected, people will 
be coming from far and wide to see and 
hear all the fantastic things the Black 
Country can offer. 

“Businesses here are leading the 
way nationally and internationally in 
the fields of innovation, culture and 
commerce, and this festival will give 
them a perfect shop window. 

“It’s really important that DY5 is 
at the forefront of such initiatives. 
Creating 7,000 new jobs and offering 
homes for 300 new firms, with the in¬ 
centive of business rate relief for five 
years, the festival will hopefully help 
us spread the word to national and po¬ 
tentially international audiences.” 


Respiratory 
care boost 
for bosses 

SANDWELL’S hospitals Trust has 
been shortlisted for a national award 
for its excellent work in improving 
the care of respiratory patients. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust, which runs 
Sandwell, City and Rowley Regis 
Hospitals, has been shortlisted in 
the category Acute Service redesign 
in the Health Service Journal Value 
Awards. 

Judges were impressed with how 
the trust has redesigned the res¬ 
piratory service so that patients can 
receive better care not only in a hos¬ 
pital setting but also within the com¬ 
munity. 

Speaking about this achievement, 
Dr Arvind Rajasekaran, consultant 
respiratory physician who is also the 
lead for redesigning the service, said: 
“We are honoured to be shortlisted 
for this prestigious award.” 

The winners will be announced at 
an award ceremony in Manchester on 
June 7. 


Write on - poets show 
their love for Sandwell 


SANDWELL Adult and Family Learning 
(SAFL) has been celebrating poetry with a 
competition to find local talented poets. 

Winners and runners-up were given their 
accolades at an event at Hateley Heath Family 
Education & Training Centre in West Brom¬ 
wich last Tuesday. 

SAFL, recently judged ‘Good’ by Of- 
sted, asked people to write a poem entitled 
‘Sandwell in Words’. Writers who participated 
in the competition demonstrated their diverse 


WINNING POEM 

There’s such a lovely variety in our Sandwell society 

All sorts, each with their own unique opinions, views and 

thoughts 

To the folk of Sandwell, hope you’re all doing well 
It’s my intention to big you up and give you a mention 
There’s such a lovely variety in our Sandwell society 
All sorts, each with their own unique opinions, views and 
thoughts 

Some are rich, others struggle to make 
ends meet, especially in this street 
But we’re together, not full of self pity 
It’s not really a Lost City 
We’ve got more options now to improve 
our lives 

We can go to college, get more knowl¬ 
edge 

We’re witty, we’re optimistic and don’t 
do defeat 

Yes, we can improve our lives and be 
complete 

In whatever way we choose, we’re go¬ 
ing to win, not lose 
Go on, go for it if you want to 

Life’s too short to regret not trying your heart’s desire 
Don’t be shy, give it a try 
Do it today, do it today 
Maybe it’s time to do it your way 
There are opportunities in our communities 
We’re generous with our time, money and choices 
Don’t let anything mute our voices 
Yes, you’re blessed 
You’ve passed many a test 
You’re going to do well 


backgrounds and their positive experience of 
living in Sandwell. Antoinette Sadler was cho¬ 
sen as the winner with her poem addressed 
‘To the folk of Sandwell’. 

Antoinette, who comes from Tipton said: 
“When I wrote my poem I wanted to write 
something positive about Sandwell as too 
many people forget what a great place this is.” 

The competition was judged by Brendan 
Hawthorne, Wednesbury’s Poet Laureate. 
Brendan said: “When I was asked to judge 
and present the awards 
for the Sandwell in Words 
Poetry Competition it was 
indeed a great honour. 
Reading through the 85 en¬ 
tries I was impressed not 
only in seeing the range 
of styles and personal sto¬ 
ries but also the cultural 
diversity of the entrants, 
many telling the story of a 
Sandwell that is welcoming 
and supportive.” 

The event was attended 
by children’s services chief, 
Councillor Simon Hackett. 
He said: “Congratulations to 
the winner Antoinette and 
all the runners-up. There 
was a fantastic response to 
the competition and we have 
some very talented poets in 
Sandwell.” 

The event was sponsored 
by Tesco, West Bromwich 
and attended by Bhupinder 
Sidhu, Tesco community 
champion, himself an en¬ 
trant who said: “It’s impor¬ 
tant to support public and 
client engagement initia¬ 
tives, as well as promoting 
the valuable services offered 
by SAFL.” 

For more details on SAFL 
and the courses on offer go 
to: www-learnsafLac.uk 



Antoinette Sadler 



A chance to shoot in professional studio conditions The hustle and bustle of the show, which will be held again next year 

Lights, cameras, action! 


THOUSANDS of photography 
fans braved the elements to enjoy 
a four-day event at Birmingham’s 
NEC - and have been rewarded 
with a date being set for another 
show next year. 

The Photography Show, which 
closed its doors last Tuesday, 
gathered some 250 exhibitors 
to indulge everyone passionate 
about the world of imagery. 

Leading international cam¬ 
era manufacturers Canon, Sony, 


Kodak and Nikon, attended as 
well as photographic retailers and 
a wealth of photography tech and 
prop suppliers. 

Not to mention over 30,000 pro 
and amateur photographers who 
attended the event. It was the 
15th Photography Show held at 
Birmingham’s NEC - and will be 
back next year from March 16-19. 

As well as the exhibitors there 
were masterclasses, stage shows, 
talks, galleries and a ‘drone zone’ 


with advice from the experts 
about using the latest technology 
for aerial pictures. 

Exhibitors at the show were 
delighted with the response. 
“The Photography Show is so 
important to us as it is the most 
direct way we get to reach the 
real Canon customer and get first¬ 
hand feedback. 

“This year we made our stand 
even bigger and better than be¬ 
fore and have reached a great 


variety of photographers with 
lots of varied needs”, said Canon 
Product Specialist David Parry. 

Nikon Senior Consultant, Rob 
MacNeice said: “We’ve had an¬ 
other really successful year.” 

Visitors were just as pleased 
with their experience. 

James Dobsen from The Na¬ 
tional Trust, said: “I’ve been to 
the show before but this year the 
talks and education opportunities 
for professionals are great..” 









































Business boss is 
pleased by progress 

BUSINESSES are growing faster in the Black Country 
than the national average. 

Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) 
chairman Stewart Towe gave the good news as he ad¬ 
dressed more than 100 business professionals at the 
group’s annual general meeting. 

Running through highlights from the past year, he 
praised the LEP for breaking their record number of new 
businesses started since 2004, with 37,490 firms launched 
- a jump of 2,500 from last year. 

He also mentioned the upcoming Commonwealth 
Games to be held in Birmingham in 2022, which would 
significantly boost tourism in the area, and result in a new 
aquatic centre in Smethwick. 

Mr Towe said: “The number of jobs in the Black Country 
is also at 446,500 - a growth of 14,000 since 2012. 

“Black Country LEP is also in second place after London 
for number of new businesses to reach £1 million turnover 
from 2010 to 2016. Our growth rates are outstripping na¬ 
tional averages. It’s all been very exciting. ” 

More good news included wages being up across the 
Black Country and the number claiming key out of work 
benefits being at its lowest level for more than a decade. 


Student Sophie wins 
prize job at top spa 



Sophie Roberts with her Dudley College tutor Katrina Bradin 

A BEAUTY therapy student wowed the judges at a prestig¬ 
ious competition to scoop a highly-coveted spa job. 

Sophie Roberts, 20, a student at Dudley College, was 
crowned Ragdale Hall Spa Student of Excellence 2018. 

The finalists were required to carry out a one-to-one in¬ 
terview, a theory knowledge test paper and two treatments 
including, a 40-minute manicure and a 50-minute full body 
massage. 

The contest was held at the spa in Leicestershire where 
Sophie, from Kingswinford, will now take up a full-time 
beauty therapist position. 

She also won a spa day for two, £500 on completion of one 
year’s service, a trophy and certificate, an advanced beauty 
therapy training programme and an Elemis gift pack. 

Sophie said: “I’m absolutely overwhelmed - this really 
is a dream come true. The journey from start to finish has 
been so rewarding, having learned so much and having 
made some amazing friendships along the way.” 

Runners-up included Katie Gorst from Halesowen Col¬ 
lege, who also secured a full-time position at Ragdale Hall. 

Firm will help council 
on care information 

A COMPANY has been brought on board to develop a so¬ 
cial care information technology (IT) platform for Dudley. 

IT firm Liquid Logic has been appointed by Dudley 
Council to get the project up and running by spring next 
year. The platform will replace a string of different systems 
currently in place and aims to bring together information 
in one place. 

Councillor Nicolas Barlow, cabinet member for adult so¬ 
cial care, said: “With social care continually changing, we 
need to ensure we have the correct systems in place so we 
can deal with the complex nature that many cases present. 

“The new system will help create a much-needed joined 
up approach to the way we work, to make it easier for staff 
to do their job and ultimately offer the best care possible.” 

Councillor Anne Millward, cabinet member for children’s 
services, said: “We are confident this investment will offer 
long-term benefits as we continue to strive to improve.” 


Company's £3m Prime move is 
set to create 30 skilled jobs 


A GLOBAL company that de¬ 
velops pipes for the fuel in¬ 
dustries has opened a new 
£3 million plant in Kingswin¬ 
ford and is aiming to create 
up to 30 new skilled jobs. 

International Piping Products (Eu¬ 
rope) has agreed a 10-year lease with 
London and Cambridge Properties for 


the unit at Prime Point on the Pens- 
nett Estate in Kingswinford. 

The company, based in Stafford¬ 
shire, will manufacture bespoke fas¬ 
teners and machined components 
predominantly for the oil and gas, 
power generation and aerospace in¬ 
dustries from the 21,740 sq ft unit. 

It hopes to create up to 30 jobs over 
the next 12 months, with roles such 
as CNC programmers, machinists, 


thread rollers, forge masters, quality 
technicians and sales executives. 

Jared Ayres, chief executive of IPP 
Group, said: “We’ve been growing 
over the past few years and needed 
to find new premises where we can 
continue our operations. Having 
grown up within a mile of the facility, 
I feel tremendously proud to be able 
to bring jobs to an area which holds 
such great memories for me.” 


Do the locomotion 
with pop star maker 

MUSIC icon Pete Waterman will talk about his life in 
pop and love of locomotives at an event in Birmingham 
this summer. 

Producer and songwriter Pete, who is a supporter of 
Walsall FC, is also a railway enthusiast and had a major 
impact on the 1980s pop scene. The former soul DJ who 
worked on the railways before his music career had a 
total of 22 number one singles as part of the Stock Ait- 
ken Waterman team with many acts, including Rick As- 
tley, Jason Donovan and Kylie Minogue. Coventry-born 
Pete also co-presented The Hit Man and Her with 
Michaela Strachan and was a judge on talent shows Pop 
Idol and Popstars: The Rivals. An Evening With Pete 
Waterman is at Birmingham Town Hall on June 13. 
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6x4 Shed £300 
8x6 Shed £445 

12x8 Workshop £759 

Delivery and Installation 
Only £25 (2-3 Weeks Delivery) 


New Shrubs in for Easter £3.99 Each or 3 For £10 

fence Panels and Trellis in Stock From 6ft x 3ft to 6ft x 6 ft 
with Local Delivery 

Cotswold Stone, Golden Flint, Plumb Slate and Pea Gravel aloni 
with Many More Decorative Stones in Stock with Multi Buy 


Top Quality 
Multipurpose 
Compost 
3 bags for £12 

Mix & match with all 
Erin Range inc. Manure 


Exclusive 
stockist of 


Greenhouses 


NEW N 




Large Range of Small 
Trees Suitable for 
Gardens Including Fruit 
Trees £24.50 
Ornamental Trees £29.50 
or 2 For £50 Including 
Cherry Blossom, Sorbus 
and Silver Birch 


New Range of Garden 

J Furniture and Wooden 
Planters up to 50% off 
& Display Models. 


(Green 
Leevs 

Garden Cenlre 


52-53 Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis, B65 OHF 

OPPOSITE SAINSBURYS BLACKHEATH Telephone: 0121 561 1011 

Monday - Friday 9am - 6:00pm Sunday 10am - 4pm. Closed Easter Sunday 


dd (JbmyTl rmrTI rf) 
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Floral Easter Nest Decoration, Multi, £10, John Lewis. Ostara Ceramic Egg Decorations, set of 12, £36, OKA 

Hop to it for new Easter 
themed decor touches 
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Arundel Oak Dining Table, from £1,455; Oak bench, from £435; South- 
down Sheepskin Rug, £125; Use a selection of fresh blooms for a 
hanging focal point or Neptune has a selection of faux stems including 
Peony, Pink, £14; Hydrangea, White, £19; English Rose Short Stem, 
Raspberry, £16; Dahlia Stem, Cream, £10, Neptune. 


Chicken Shaped Serving Jug, Gisela Graham London, 
£6, The Contemporary Home. 


By Gabrielle Fagan 

IT’S time to get ready for the Bank 
Holiday feasts and fun and there 
are three key themes to consid¬ 
er this year. Easter is a time for 
celebrations, from egg hunts to 
gatherings of family and friends 
for a slap-up feast - and it makes 
the occasion even more special 
if you set the scene with some 
‘spring-spired’ decor touches. 

There are three key looks to choose 
from. Get down with the kids and opt 
for pretty pastels, with a generous 
helping of fluffy bunnies (rabbits rule 
this year) and chicks, or be inspired 
by nature (this season’s all about the 
outdoors bursting into life and colour). 

Alternatively, go grown-up with a sophis¬ 
ticated setting and simple, subtle touches, 
that just pay a nod to the festival. 

With Easter celebrations almost as big a 
deal as Christmas now, there’s a brilliant 
selection of homeware and accessories to 
fill your nest with. Here are some of our 
favourites... 

Let rabbits rule in rooms 

Hop to it and make the Easter Bunny the 
star of the show. Add to the fun with a wall 
display of family photos and embellish each 
face with cut out paper rabbit ears, and a 
nose and whiskers. 

Let children create their own rabbit ‘bur¬ 
row’ using a tent, or rig up a sheet draped 
over chairs for a den, where they can re¬ 
treat and enjoy their egg-hunt hauls. 

Follow the Scandinavian tradition and 
decorate tree branches, either gathered 
from the garden and sprayed white, or buy 
a ready-made Easter tree. 

Hobbycraft has Decorative White Twig 
Trees from £18 each that would be ideal 
for the task. Hang with tiny ornaments, 
from bunnies and birds, to eggs and chicks. 
Garlands and bunting will add to the atmos¬ 
phere. 

Conjure a blooming natural setting 

Spring is all about waking up from win¬ 
ter’s dark days and welcoming new growth 
and life. Bringing nature-inspired elements 
into decor represents the season and Easter 
perfectly. 

If the weather’s not co-operating and 
your garden’s bare, it’s still easy to conjure 
a fresh setting of blooms and foliage. Fea¬ 
ture small hand-tied bunches of fresh flow¬ 
ers in vases or clear glass jars, or create a 
display with faux blooms hanging above a 
table as a focal point. 

Lay an artificial grass table runner down 
the centre as a finishing touch. Faux effects 
are so realistic now, it’s sometimes barely 


possible to distinguish them from the real 
thing. 

Add to the theme with a table centre 
piece - either a pretty Easter wreath or faux 
birds’ nest, and a scattering of animal orna¬ 
ments. Chickens & Carnations Placemats 
(£35 for set of four) and matching Chicken 


Coasters (£15 for set of four), from Thorn- 
back & Peel, would make a lovely addition. 

Lay an egg-cellently elegant table 

For a sophisticated setting at the Easter 
dining table, move away from pastels and 
cuteness and focus instead on a collection 


of beautiful eggs framed in a garland of sea¬ 
sonal flowers. 

Enhance the effect by tying a hanging 
egg decoration to the back of each chair 
with a name label attached, and add a cou¬ 
ple of other tiny eggs beside the placemats, 
or in a bowl, for each guest. 


Nutrient-rich 
strawberry 
will be star 
of summer 

TASTY, sweet and packed with nutrients, these juicy 
berries - and their leafy bits - deserve a star role this 
summer. It’s difficult to resist a perfectly ripe straw¬ 
berry, isn’t it? In fact, they’re one of the most popular 
berry fruits in the world - but did you know it’s not 
just the sweet red part that’s good for us? 

Atop each juicy strawberry is a leafy top, called the 
calyx. Each year, tons of strawberry tops are discarded 
and chucked away as waste. But this humble leafy 
crown is actually edible, and may hold the key to un¬ 
locking some exciting health benefits. 

This isn’t just a nutrition issue either, but a question 
of waste - which is a hot topic right now. Three major 
WRAP studies estimated that 85% of avoidable food 
waste arises in households and food manufacture. 

With this in mind, and to help us make the most of 
our produce, here, nutritionist Lily Soutter reveals 
some of the health benefits of 
munching your way through 
whole strawberries. 

1. They’re a rich source 
of antioxidants 

Antioxidant-rich foods are 
important to help protect your 
cells against the effects of free 
radicals - harmful molecules 
produced from pollution, sun¬ 
light, smoke and even pro¬ 
longed exercise. “Strawberries 
are a rich and diverse source 
of antioxidants. However, 
what’s less well known is that 
strawberry calyx contains an¬ 
tioxidants too,” says Soutter. “However it’s important 
to note that as leaves become older, the ORAC value 
decreases, so the leaves of fresh strawberries are likely 
to provide the highest antioxidant value.” 

2. They support the immune system 

Adding a punnet of strawberries to your shopping 
basket will help support your immune system too. “Not 
only is the whole strawberry rich in plant antioxidants, 
but the red fleshy part is also extremely rich in the 
antioxidant vitamin C,” says Soutter. 

3. They may help with hlood sugar regulation 

Next time you’re thinking of pasta for dinner, try 

following up your meal with a bowl of fresh strawber¬ 
ries for pud. Research suggests eating strawberries, 
alongside a carbohydrate-rich meal, may help to reduce 
spikes in blood sugar and insulin levels. “While it’s not 
clear why strawberries may have this blood sugar bal¬ 
ancing effect, some studies have suggested that it may 
be down to their rich content of polyphenols (antiox¬ 
idants), which may influence carbohydrate digestion 
and absorption.” 

4. They may have antimicrobial effects 

As well as being delicious to eat, strawberries could 
also have a beneficial effect 
on the reproduction of bacte¬ 
ria and parasites in the body. 
“One study analysed the tops 
and leaves of 200 strawberry 
plants, and found their large 
and diverse range of polyphe¬ 
nols are defensive against 
harmful microbes, and may 
even have benefit to human 
health,” says Soutter. 

5. They may improve 
heart health 

“Numerous studies have 
found an association between 
strawberry consumption and 
improved cardiovascular health,” explains Soutter. 
“It appears their high content of berry anthocyanins 
may play a role in reducing inflammation and oxidative 
stress, blood pressure, and even improving our choles¬ 
terol profile. 

6. They can help with weight management 

Strawberries are one of the most guilt-free snacks 
going; they can satisfy a sweet craving, yet are surpris¬ 
ingly low in sugar and calories. “With just 6g of sugar 
and 33 calories per lOOg, they can provide the sweet 
fix we desire while keeping our waistlines trim,” says 
Soutter. “And for an even more indulgent option, try 
dipping strawberries into antioxidant-rich dark choco¬ 
late and coconut flakes.” 

Easy ways to include more strawberries - and 
their tops - in your diet: 

1. Add both to smoothies. 

2. Make strawberry leaf tea using the stalks and 
leaves. Leave both to brew for a few minutes. 

3. Create your own salad dressing by soaking the 
berries, including the tops, in balsamic vinegar for at 
least 48 hours. 

5. Infuse your drinking water by dropping sliced 
strawberries and their leaves into your bottle. 

6. Whizz strawberries in a blender to create a com¬ 
pote that can be used as a breakfast topping. 






















































Pupils get to grips 


with litter 

SPRING is just around the corner 
and the Big Spring Clean, one of 
Sandwell’s most popular communi¬ 
ty campaigns, is back for 2018 to get 
the borough looking its best. 

Sandwell Council has again 
teamed up with its waste partner 
Serco and local charity Litterwatch 
to recruit volunteers to help make 
the borough a cleaner place. 

It is the campaign’s 12th suc¬ 
cessive year and got under way on 
Friday, March 16, at Blackheath 
Primary School with 65 children 
taking part in a major litter picking 
exercise. 

Volunteers 

The campaign is expected to at¬ 
tract hundreds of volunteers to take 
part in litter picking and improve¬ 
ment events across the borough, 
engaging with local residents, com¬ 
munity groups, faith groups, schools 
and businesses. 

Councillor David Hosell, Sandwell 
Council’s cabinet member for high- 


in scheme 

ways and environment, said: “The 
Big Spring Clean has become a bit of 
an institution in Sandwell. 

“The reason the campaign man¬ 
ages to successfully recruit volun¬ 
teers each year is because people 
see the visible difference it makes to 
where they live, work and study. 

“I want to thank everyone who 
gets involved.” 

John Mason, contract manager 
for Serco in Sandwell, said: “We are 
very pleased to be getting involved in 
such a positive campaign for another 
year.” 

He added: “The campaign suc¬ 
cessfully brings people together 
and helps improve neighbourhoods. 
Sadly, the battle against litter is on¬ 
going.” 

Anyone who wants to get involved 
can email bigspringclean@tiptonlit- 
terwatch.org or call 0121 557 6970. 
For more information about the 
scheme visit the www.sandwell.gov. 
uk/bigspringclean website. 



Blackheath Primary School pupils during their litterpick as part of Sandwell Council’s Big Spring Clean 


Council boss hopes 
for college deal 
over Hippodrome 

DUDLEY College has been urged to end ‘years of mis¬ 
ery’ by taking over the town’s dilapidated Hippodrome. 

Councillor Patrick Harley, the leader of Dudley Coun¬ 
cil, said the college was ‘an ideal fit’ for the landmark 
site on Castle Hill, which has been taken back under the 
authority’s control after campaigners failed to revive it 
as a venue - although they claim the council didn’t give 
them a long enough lease. 

The college is understood to be one of several inter¬ 
ested parties, although no formal move has been made. 

At the end of last year Dudley College entered into ‘in¬ 
formal talks’ with the council over a scheme build a new 
campus on the site of the former theatre. But Councillor 
Harley said ‘no firm offers’ had yet been received. 

“We are going through the formal process of getting 
the land back and we are duty bound to do something 
with it,” he said. “I would expect interested parties 
to come forward in the near future. The future of the 
Hippodrome has been a major issue in Dudley. Since it 
closed there have been years of misery. 

“Dudley College has been responsible for a lot of the 
developments in the town - you could say they started 
Dudley’s regeneration - and if anyone could make the 
best use of the site, it could be them.” 


Backing 

signalled 
for phone 
campaign 

A BUSINESS group in the Black Country is 
supporting a nationwide campaign aiming to 
improve mobile phone signals. 

The Black Country Chamber of Commerce is sup¬ 
porting No More Not Spots, a project with the aim 
of banishing bad phone coverage. 

Launched by the British Chambers of Commerce (BCC), 
the campaign hopes to bring together business communi¬ 
ties to work out solutions to 


improve coverage. 

Companies and individu¬ 
als across the Black Coun¬ 
try are being urged to get on 
board and report issues and 
not-spot areas. 

Poor signals hamper 
businesses. A recent survey 
by the BCC of more than 
1,400 companies found that 


By Megan Archer 


businesses to thrive in an 
increasingly inter-connected 
world. 

“As densely populated an 
area as the Black Country 
is, there remain many areas 
across the region with poor 
- digital connectivity, which 

a fifth of firms say the UK j s hampering the growth 
mobile phone network does pr0 spects of the business 


not meet their needs in ac¬ 
cessing new and existing 
customers, suppliers and 
employees. 

Connectivity 

Chief executive of the 
Black Country Chamber, 
Corin Crane, said: “Connec¬ 
tivity is becoming increas¬ 
ingly vital for businesses 
and as a region we need to 
make sure our digital infra¬ 
structure is suited to the 
needs of modern-day opera¬ 
tions and processes. 

“Based on feedback from 
our members, we have com¬ 
mitted to making improve¬ 
ments to digital connectivity 
a focal point of our Trans¬ 
port and Infrastructure 
Campaign; a programme 
that aims to harness an en¬ 
vironment that will enable 


community and the local 
economy. 

“We wholeheartedly sup¬ 
port the national campaign 
being launched and will be 
working closely with both 
the British Chambers of 
Commerce and the local 
business community to help 
eliminate not spots through¬ 
out the Black Country.” 

Launching the campaign 
in London, director general 
of the BCC Dr Adam Mar¬ 
shall said: “A reliable mo¬ 
bile phone signal is one of 
the most basic requirements 
for any business, as more 
and more conversations 
and transactions take place 
while people are on the go.” 

Visit blackcountrycham 
ber.co.uk/transport for more 
information. 


Run the king's route 

RUNNERS will be following in the footsteps of a king 
when they take part in the Wolves and Wombourne Half 
Marathon on Saturday. 

It follows the Monarchs Way, the escape route used by 
King Charles II in 1651 after his defeat by Parliament 
in the Battle of Worcester. The self-navigating event, for 
teams of two or three, is being hosted by Mash Running 
Events. See mashrunning.co.uk for more details. 


PAASSIVE SOFA & THREE| 
PIECE SUITE CLEARANCE 

13 SEATER WITH 2 RECLINER ACTIONSl 


WAS £1495 

NOW £395 










CALL IN 



OUR HUGE RANGE 


HURRY - I T^WON’.TjL'ASTj FOREVER ! 

IF YOU CAN’T COME TO US WE WILL COME TO YOU 

UP TO £1000 PARTi EXCHANGE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 

A Large Selection of Recliners and Riser Recliners also available FROM £495 


Dreamworld 

furniture 


Three Piece Suites, Chairs, 
Beds, Carpets, Dining and 
Bedroom Furniture 


Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm Sun 10.30am-4.30pm • LARGE CAR PARK FREE 


8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 
Tel: 01384 295660 
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Sarah’S 

"Role 

J-S'Sj'rdcn florist 

Beautiful flowers for every occasion, 
stockist of Yankee Candles and 
Goose Creek Candles. 

Order Online 

Or Call 

Sarahs Rose Garden 6 College Road, B321AB 


Russells Hall Hospital.01384 456111 

Sandwell General Hospital.0121 553 1831 

Severn Trent.0800 783 4444 

National Gas Emergency Service...0800 111 999 

Adult Social Care.0845 352 2266 

Bins and Recycling.0845 359 7501 

Children’s Services.0845 351 0131 

Crimestoppers.0800 555 111 

Victim Support Line.0845 30 30 900 

NSPCC Helpline.0808 800 5000 

NHS.Ill 


7 Unity Walk 
Owen Street 
Tipton 

West Midlands 
DY48QL 


Funerals 
Memorials 
Floral Tributes 
Bespoke Funeral Plans 
Home Arrangements On request 


Y 

G&LAason Ltd 

Funeral Directors 

Established 2016 

0121 557 7550 / 0748459545 
glmfuneraldirectors@gmail.com 
24 hour Service / 7 days a week 
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TYRES & EXHAUSTS 

I Tyre fittings ■ Puncture repairs 
Exhaust fitting ■ Free tyre pressure check 
Battery replacement 
Catalytic converter fitting 


HARRISONS 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
Commercial & Residential Work Undertaken 


' Painting 
• Paperhanging 


• Tiling 
1 Flooring 


' Kitchens 
1 Bathrooms 


Call us for a FREE quote 
on 0121 557 8471 


Unit 7, Sedgley Road, 
Ti pton, D Y4 8XA 


Plumb Serve 


Call Nick: 07792865975 

nick@harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 


www.harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 



MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 


REGISTERED 


Ufadm 

COTTAGES & APARTMENTS 

^ Lovety Breaks 


Weekendsfrom 
£99 per couple 

* 

i 

NISEX HAIR SALON 


Dawn and Jackie look forward to seeing you . 
Come and see us, you won’t be disappointed \ 



Plumbing & Heating 

SPECIALISTS © 


Exchange your Combi Boiler for an Ideal Vouge Boiler 
with a 10 year warranty and receive the following- 

• Free Wireless Thermostat 

• Free First Service 

• Free Boilermag Filter!!!!! * 


Under Floor Heating * 
LPG Work* 
Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste * 
Full Bathroom/En Suites Installed * 
Radiators Fitted/Removed * 
Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced * 
Boiler and Full Central Heating Systems * 
Installed and Serviced * 
Landlord Safety Checks * 


www.gasservewestmidlands.co.uk 
24hr call out Call us on 

. 01384 621765 / 07513094763 
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TOO COLD IN WINTER & 
TOO HOT IN SUMMER 


Replace your existing 
conservatory roof with a 
Guardian Roof and create 
a comfortable environment 
all year round for you and 
your family 




West Midlands Fire Service.0845 5000 900 

National Debtline.0808 808 4000 

Rape and Sexual Abuse Support ...0808 802 9999 

RSPCA.0800 1234 999 

Samaritans.08457 90 90 90 

Drink Line.0300 123 1110 

Age UK.0800 169 6565 

South Staffs Water.0800 389 1011 

Cruse Bereavement Care.0844 477 9400 

Shelter.0808 800 4444 

Missing People.116 000 


CELEBRATING OVER 33 YEARS 


WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES, PORCHES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT BOARDS 



At we care about the customer 


Long Lane, Blackheath 
Halesowen B62 9LS 

Open weekdays 9am to 5.30pm 
Sat 9am to 4pm, Sun CLOSED 




Garage 
Doors 


your local 
company 



UP & OVER GARAGE DOORS 
SIDE HINGED GARAGE DOORS 


ALL INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 


I HENDERSON, CARDALE, GARADOR, 
HORMAN, WESSEX 


FRONT GUARD ENTRANCE DOORS 

ALL INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 

HENDERSON CARDALE GARADOR HORMAN WESSEX 


B&L Shutters and Garage Doors Ltd 

Unit 4 Hainge Business Park, 

Hainge Road, Tividale, B69 2NU 

Telephone: 0121 557 0260 

Email: info@bandlshutters.co.uk www.bandlshutters.co.uk 


-MIDLAND- 

PET SUPPLIES 


WE OFFER A FULL RANGE OF 

• BIRD/PIGEON FEED 

• RABBIT FEED 

• CHICKEN FEED 

• HORSE FEED 

• DOG FOOD 


145 Potters Lane, Wednesbury, West Midlands. WS10 OAT 

0121 556 1497 

www.cosworthstudfeeds.co.uk 
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UNISEX HAIR 
Dawn and Jackie look forward to seeing you 
Come and see us, you won’t be disappointed 
We specialise in latest styles: 

• Colours • Perms • Highlights 

• Children’s Hair Cuts 
OAP special rates Tues and Wed 


154 Malt Mill Lane, Halesowen Tel: 0121 5591686 



* Concrete Products 

* Massive Stock Fencing & Timber 

* Sheds/Gates made to order 

* Collection & Delivery Available 

* Trade & Public welcome • Open 7 Days 


® t QS‘Q 4MD o 

194-196 Springhill Hockley, Birmingham B18 7BS 

; f 1 ■ ■ I ' r ' I " ~ 1 1 ' 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! stockist of energas products 

DELIVERY & COLLECTION SERVICE AVAILABLE 


GRINSELL’S SKIP HIRE LTD 


- . Established 

. AH sizes of Skips ^ BuHcTrans pori 
. Reliable Serv'c aV , 0 n^ 

. Waste fransi ^ . 

Avcled Products 


mmm (mkhh urn tanm mmh 




Roll Ends Reduced To Clear! 

• Free Quotes«Free Local Delivery«Free Measuring 
Fitting Service Available 


129 Coombs Road, Halesowen Call: 0121 561 4607 




HERITAGE 

BUILDERS 

MERCHANTS LTD 


Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands B64 4AJ. 


Stockists of fencing, gravel boards, decking, sand, hardcore, cement, blocks, 
timber, plasterboard, golden gravel chippings, topsoil, blue/plum slate, shingle 

- f I 



WE ARE TARGETING 
YOU TO VOLUNTEER! 


Just a few hours each week can 
enhance your life by helping others 
CALL US NOW ON 0121 544 8326 


Volunteer Centre 




thing for home brewing 

and winemaking 

ComilMiatvi'MtfeSirl 


— i Come an 

New bigger shop! 

E 13 H * 


I l J. # . l ’ E , ( Traditional f Brow Your I 

he Ar« w BAR Re a| Ale 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 

Work Undertaken j 

Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation J 


:«»*-% ij Tirol 


Building: 

New Homes 
Extensions, 
Renovations, 
Grant Work & 
General Building 


• Experts in disabled 
adaptions 

• No obligation 
quotations* 1 

• Competitive rates for 
over 50's - 
Quote this ad 


A 


Caltoursof 


»..mi»gham Ltu 

Coach Excursions from Birmingham 

Sunday 23rd September 2018 

HIGHLAND AND LOWLAND SCENIC RAILWAY ADVENTURE 

£675 per person sharing • Single supplement £35 • Discount for NT member £10 
2 Warrens End, B’ham, B38 9QD 

Tel: 0121 459 7524 

www.caltours-coach.co.uk 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 



j Garden Grow Greenhouses 


Ideal to get your growing underway, 
our greenhouses have a range of 
great features, including double¬ 
layered shatterproof polycarbonate 
glazing to protect your plants, a 
heavy-duty galvanised zinc steel base 
for extra stability, integral guttering to 
collect rainwater for use at your 
convenience, a sliding door for easy 
access and large roof vent to allow air 
to circulate. 

There are three sizes available: 

6x4 measures: W: 6’ 2” (1.89m) x 
D: 4’ 3” (1.31m) x H: 6’ 6” (2.01m). 
6x6 measures: W: 6’ 2” (1.89m) x 
D: 6’ 2” (1.89m) x H: 6’ 6” (2.01m). 
6x8 measures: W: 6’ 2” (1.89m) x 
D: 8’ 3” (2.53m) x H: 6’ 6” (2.01m). 

All fixtures, fittings and instructions 
included. Greenhouse pictured is the 
6.2ft x 4.3ft version. 

Delivery will take five to seven days 
and costs £14.95. We are unable to 
deliver this product outside mainland 
UK, to Highlands, Isles or BFPO. 
G0509 6x4 Greenhouse 
£219.99 Was £399.99 
G0510 6x6 Greenhouse 
£269.99 Was £449.99 
G0511 6x8 Greenhouse 
£299.99 Was £499.99 


From only £219.99 plus £14.95 P&P 


VIDEO IS 

AVAILABLE ONLINE 

. 



Only £29.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


If you love to see those curious hedgehogs wandering around your back garden, give them a helping hand 
with this charming hedgehog house. You can provide somewhere safe and warm for them to hibernate in 
the colder months with their young, to ensure they are free from harm. 

Constructed using durable cedar wood, the hedgehog house comes with a pitch cover to ensure it is 
weatherproof, and a hedgehog care guide. 

Measures L40 x W40 x HI9cm. m GARDEN LIFE 

G2579 Hedgehog House 


Hedgehog House 


Rotating Kneeler 
and Tool Store 


Only £29.99 plus £4.95 P&P 



Take the pain and strain out of 
gardening with this rotating garden 
seat and tool store by Garden Gear. 
The seat is great to use whilst 
weeding, tending to your flowerbeds 
or tidying up lawn edges. This seat 
comes complete with a handy tool 
store that can be used for keeping 
garden tools organised and close to 
hand whilst working. 

This versatile kneeler is the perfect 
garden gadget and will put an end to 
damp, sore, grass stained knees and 
ensure maximum comfort whilst 
gardening. It can also be used inside 
to assist with DIY jobs, cleaning or just 
as compact, foldable extra seating. 

The durable seat is constructed from 
high-quality plastic and supports a 
maximum weight of 80kg. 

Dimensions: L52 x W31 x H30cm 
G2201 Rotating Kneeler and Tool Store 



GrowTrug® Planter 


Only £24.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Grow a variety of flowers and plants 
with ease in this Grow Trug. 
Constructed from strong and 
durable metal, it is both attractive 
and practical. Perfect for gardening 
on a smaller scale and thanks to its 
convenient height there is no difficult 
or uncomfortable bending over when 
gardening. 

The versatile design is easy to 
construct and is provided with full 
building instructions and a liner. 

Once built, the Grow Trug is ideal for 
a large variety of plants and 
vegetables. Measures: L60 x W42 x 
H81cm. 

Also available to purchase is a 
replacement liner and a twin zipped 
cover and frame, to convert your 
Grow Trug into a mini greenhouse for 
the winter months. 

G2205 Lime 
G2206 Black 
G2207 Green 
G2208 Planter 
cover £14.99 


Planter Cover 




Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

82397 

Order online at 
: expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 18th Dec 2017 - 18th March 2018. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


I RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (82397), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 


I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname 

! Address_ 


Postcode 


I Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No_ 

I My card number is: 

; i i i i i rr mi i i i in i i ii i i i szm/m , E rm/m as rrn 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box n if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 
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THEATRE + MUSIC +TV LISTINGS + PUZZLES 



EASTER at the CONE 


• Regular glassmaking demonstrations • Free children’s trail 

• Adult and children’s craft activities 

• Craft studios with unique handmade gifts 

• Red Cone Coffee House • On-site shop and crystal shop 

Open - 10am - 3pm Monday - Friday • 11am - 4pm Saturday & Sunday 
FREE admission and parking 


Call 01384 812750 or visit www.dudley.gov.uk/see-and-do/museums ^-^ 

RED HOUSE GLASS CONE High Street, Wordsley DY8 4AZ (1 Red House Glass Cone *0 @redhousecone 
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With Easter School Holidays 
just around the corner, keep 
an eye out for activites and 
ideas for days out 
to keep your children busy 
and entertained! 

To advertise please telephone 
Sarah Childs on 
01384353258 

Part of Express & Star Ltd MNA Media 


RFQPflT 

SUNDAY MARKET 

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 

OPEN 

EASTER SUNDAY 

Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, 
J9 M6 

07875 655875 

All hard standing 

Two Brilliant Plant Fairs 


Bodenham Arboretum 

Wolverley DY11 5SY 

Saturday 31 st March 10am - 4pm 

Free entry to fair (Arboretum optional at normal prices) 


E 


Sandwell Valley Park 

West Bromwich B71 4BG 


Saturday 14 th April 10am - 4pm 
Free entry to country park & fair (p&d parking) 

s 


Witch way next for 
adventures in Oz? 



The score is 
just epic and 
so exciting 


W icked, a spectacular 
West End and 
Broadway musical 
that tells the 
incredible untold story 
of the Witches of Oz 
returns to Birmingham Hippodrome on 
Wednesday. 

Running until April 29, it features Amy Ross as 
Elphaba, Helen Woolf as Glinda, Aaron Sidwell (best 
known as ‘Steven Beale’ in EastEnders) as Fiyero, Steven 
Pinder (best known as ‘Max Farnham’ in Brookside) as 
The Wizard & Doctor Dillamond, Kim Ismay as Madame 
Morrible, Emily Shaw as Nessarose and Iddon Jones as 
Boq. Nikki Bentley is Standby for Elphaba. 

Amy is thrilled to take the lead and says playing 
Elphaba is a dream come true. 

“Well, we found out five or six months before starting 
rehearsals that we had the roles, so that was really a 
lovely amount of time to start singing the songs. Also 
just to build up a stamina, because once you’re up and 
running you’re doing eight shows a week. If you’ve 
already sung them into your voice and into the muscle, it 
makes it a lot easier once you’re up and running.” 

It’s the most challenging role that she’s ever played 
because it stretches her both as a singer and an actress. 

“As an acting role, Elphaba’s journey that she goes 
through from start to finish is huge. You start the show 
hopeful, young, happy about this new university and 
things might be different here. And obviously, 
she goes through lots of hard times from start 
to finish and by the end is hardened by a lot of 
it. She’s much darker by Act Two, so it does 
stretch you. But that’s why I love it - because 
it is such a great challenge.” 

The show also brings with it enormous 
pressure because of the sheer number of 
people who go to see the show. 

“Yes. I think you want to honour the MM '* 

wonderful, fantastically talented women 
who have played the role before. You want 
to live up to that and do it justice. So, that 
does add pressure but again its something \ ^ 

to embrace and it’s a great challenge. It V 

should never be easy 

“When I was training at college in 
musical theatre, Wicked had just come 
out on Broadway and it was this new show 
that everyone was listening to. We were all 
listening to the CD so before seeing it, I was 
already completely in love with it. 


EXCITING 


“The score is just epic and so exciting. It was 
wonderful to go and see it when it came to the 
West End and go ‘Ah, that’s why she does 
that in that song and how that happens. 

I don’t think there are many musical 
theatre actresses who wouldn’t 
want to play Elphaba’. 

People connect strongly with 
the show and Ross puts plenty 
of effort into each performance. 

She spends 30 minutes getting 
on her green make-up and 
enjoys being on the road. 

“I’ve got a husband and 
a cat that I will miss, but 
what’s nice is that we kind of 
bed down in each place for a month, 
sometimes six weeks, so that makes it less 
tiring. I’ve done tours before where you 
change every week.” 

The show is already the 15th longest 
running show in West End theatre 
history and is now in its 12th year at 
London’s Apollo Victoria Theatre, 
where it continues an open-ended 


Casting a spell - Helen Woolf 
plays Glinda and Amy Ross 
Elphaba, pictured below 




* 


run. Around the world, Wicked has been 
seen by almost 55 million people in 
16 countries and won over 100 major 
awards, including ten theatregoer-voted 
WhatsOnStage Awards (winning ‘Best 
West End Show’ on three occasions) and 
two Olivier Audience Awards. 

Based on the acclaimed, best¬ 
selling novel by Gregory Maguire that 
ingeniously re-imagines the stories and 
characters created by L. Frank Baum in 
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz’, Wicked 
tells the incredible untold story of 
an unlikely but profound friendship 
between two sorcery students. 

Their extraordinary adventures 
in Oz will ultimately see them fulfil 
their destinies as Glinda The Good 
and the Wicked Witch of the West. 
Acclaimed as ‘a thrilling theatrical 
I experience with brains, 
heart and courage’, Wicked 
transports audiences to a 
stunningly re-imagined world 
of Oz, providing wonders 
beyond the imagination. 
Wicked recounts the 
bond between two young 
women who first meet 
as sorcery students 
at Shiz University: 
the blonde and very 
popular Glinda and a 
misunderstood green 
girl named Elphaba. 
Following an 
encounter with 
The Wizard, their 
friendship reaches 
a crossroads and their 
lives take very different 
paths. Glinda’s unflinching 


desire for popularity sees her seduced by power while 
Elphaba’s determination to remain true to herself, and 
to those around her, will have unexpected and shocking 
consequences for her future. 

Their extraordinary adventures in Oz will ultimately see 
them fulfil their destinies as Glinda The Good and the 
Wicked Witch of the West. 

The show has music and lyrics by multi Grammy and 
Academy Award-winner Stephen Schwartz (Godspell, 
Disney’s Pocahontas, The Hunchback of Notre Dame and 
Enchanted and, for DreamWorks, The Prince of Egypt) 
and is based on the novel ‘Wicked: The Life and Times of 
the Wicked Witch of the West’ by Gregory Maguire and 
adapted for the stage by Winnie Holzman (My So-Called 
Life). Musical staging is by Tony Award-winner Wayne 
Cilento and the production is directed by two-time Tony 
Award-winner Joe Mantello. 

In London, the West End production premiered on 
September 27, 2006, and has played almost 5,000 
performances at the Apollo Victoria Theatre. The multi 
record-breaking original Broadway production remains 
‘Broadway’s biggest blockbuster’ (The New York Times) 
after 14 years and almost 6,000 performances at the 
Gershwin Theatre, where it premiered on October 30, 2003. 
• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 


www.planthuntersfairs.co.uk 


















Vaccines bounce back 
after band came to blows 


The Vaccines are back with their fourth 
album, Combat Sports, and a gig in 
Birmingham as part of their spring UK tour. 

The five-piece from London promise full-throttle 
rock and roll on Combat Sports, released tomorrow 
(Friday). Heralded by new single I Can’t Quit, Combat 
Sports is described by the band as a return to their 
guitar band roots after a flirtation with pop. 

By the time the band had ended their campaign for 
third album English Graffiti they were in a mess due 
to lifestyle and health issues and, crucially, being in a 
band had stopped being fun. 

Despite English Graffiti getting glowing reviews and 
reaching no2 in the UK chart, the band were at their 
lowest ebb, maybe pondering the question posed by 
the title of their debut in 2011, What Did You Expect 
from the Vaccines? 

“We lost sight of who we were and why we were 
there,” says singer and guitarist Justin Young. 


The 30-year-old originally from Hampshire explains 
that the band has survived upheaval, including the 
departure of drummer Pete Robertson. 

“Being in a band is about compromise and 
collaboration. It’s coming to terms with what we are 
as a collective and falling back in love with that and 
making the best record we can for us as a band, rather 
than as individuals.” 

The core trio, also featuring lead guitarist Freddie 
Cowan and bassist Arni Arnason, are now joined by 
drummer Yoann Intonti and keyboardist Tim Lanham. 

The album’s title was thought of after Young and 
Cowan came to blows on the last day of recording. 
“We’re like brothers and brothers fight,” says Young. 

“I don’t see the title as a negative. On the contrary, 
to me it embodies survival, strength, commitment, 
glory, winning.” 

The Vaccines are in concert at the 02 Academy in 
Birmingham next Saturday, April 7. 


Freddie 


is bowled 
a musical 



over by 

When Freddie Flintoff retired 
from cricket, few people 
imagined that he would be 
performing in a musical. 

It seems even he’s slightly 
surprised to have landed a role in 
Kay Mellor’s musical Fat Friends. 
He got the part after guest starring 
in an episode of the writer’s recent 
TV drama series Love, Lies and 
Records, but admitted that he 
was initially a bit daunted at the 


prospect of belting out a tune on 
stage. But the reviews have been 
very positive. 

Freddie, pictured, will be taking 
to the stage alongside Atomic 
Kitten singer Natasha Hamilton, 
West End star Jodie Prenger, The 
X Factor winner Sam Bailey and 
Coronation Street’s Kevin Kennedy. 

The show has been written and 
directed by Kay Mellor, who after 
writing for Coronation Street and 
Brookside went on to create such 


hit dramas 
as Band of Gold, 

Playing the Field, A Passionate 
Woman, The Syndicate, In The Club 
and, of course, Fat Friends. 

The music is by Nick Lloyd 
Webber, son of Sir Andrew, who 
has created musical scores for film, 
TV and the stage, including the 
music for Love Lies and Records. 

The tour arrives in Birmingham 
next week, at the New Alexandra 
Theatre from Tuesday to Saturday. 


Mars rocks up 
for arena show 


Sweet soul music and 
sounds like Sabbath 


Thirty Seconds To Mars ai 
at the city centre Arena 
Birmingham tonight 
(Thursday). The Los 
Angeles band fronted by 
rocker and movie star 
Jared Leto, pictured, 
have sold more than 15 
million albums worldwide 
and release fifth studio 
album, America, in April. 

Sam Smith is at the Genting 
Arena on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Embrace are back with seventh album, Love Is 
A Basic Need, 20 years on from their debut, and a 
gig at the 02 Institute in Digbeth next Thursday. 



How Sweet It Is for soul fans with a Motown tribute 
show of that title at Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre 
on Saturday and then a triple bill at Birmingham’s 
New Alexandra Theatre on Sunday featuring those 
native New Yorkers Odyssey, Rose Royce’s Gwen 
Dickey and Brum’s own Jaki Graham. 

Meanwhile, the songs of John Fogerty will be 
heard at Bilston’s Robin 2 tonight when tribute 
band Creedence Clearwater Review hit the stage. 
Tomorrow (Friday) Legend, the Bob Marley 
Experience, bring classic reggae to the Mount 
Pleasant venue. Also at The Robin, Kick Up The 80s 
play Saturday and the sounds of ‘Madchester’ will be 
aired by Stone Roses tribute Adored and Oasis tribute 
Definitely Maybe on Sunday. Forever Sabbath pay 
homage to Ozzy and co at the Robin on Wednesday. 


Offering a warm welcome 

Managers Paul and Carol always ensure a warm welcome to 
customers both old and new at Blackheath’s Shoulder of 
Mutton pub. 

For all the sports fans they boast three large TV screens featuring 
all sports on Sky, BT and all BOX OFFICE Events not to mention AT 
THE RACES. 

For those who like ‘doing’ rather than ‘watching’, there is the 
availability of the pool table and dart board. 

Loyalty 

The pub itself boasts a wide range of ciders, lagers, wines and 
spirits including four ‘Real Ales’ which they rotate weekly. Regulars 
very often enjoy ales such as Bathams, AJ Ales, Oakham, JHB, 
Stairway To Heaven and MA Pardoes Entire, plus many more! 

The pub also run a loyalty scheme which means customers can get 
10p back on their card for every pound they spend. 

A pub spokesman added: “With a juke box and free WIFI to 
compliment the regular entertainment every Friday, customers 
cannot ask for much more from a local pub!” 

Lots of exciting upcoming entertainment coming up throughout 
March. Check out their advert for up to date times and acts coming 
up. 



SHOULDER OF MUTTON 

65, Birmingham Road, Rowley Regis B65 OHS 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 




Friday 30th March 
Starts @ 8 

KARAOKE DISCO 

with 

Direct Sounds 


mi 




BOX 



JOIN OUR NEW LOYALTY CARD SCHEME 

lOp back for every £1.00 spent Ask inside for more details 

Terms and conditions apply. Card for illustration purposes only. 



SUNDAY BUFFET 


From 5pm 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

BANQUET NIGHTS 

Any Starters 
Any Main Course 
Rice & Naan or Veg Side Dish 
Ice Cream & Coffee 

Surcharge for fish, king prawns & Specials 
T & C Apply 

£14.95 per person 


ADULTS £9.95 CHILDREN (UNDER 8) £5.95 


I 


HELP YOURSELF TO AS I 
MUCH AS YOU LIKE 

T&C’s apply I 


2 FORI 


SUNDAY-THURSDAY 

(Eat in main course only!) 


Surcharge for fish and king prawn T&C’s apply 

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 


67-69 High Street, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3BQ 
www.banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk | TEL: 0121 585 7020 / 501 3816 
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Hamlet 
(BBC2,9pm) 

The Almeida Theatre's 2017 
acclaimed production of 
Shakespeare's play, recorded 
as-live in its West End transfer 
on the stage of London's Harold 
Pinter Theatre. Andrew Scott 
plays the Prince in Robert Icke's 
production, which features the 
original cast, and is directed for 
the screen by Rhodri Huw, also 
starring Jessica Brown Findlay, 
Angus Wright, Juliet Stevenson, 
Luke Thompson, Maanuv 
Thiara, Peter Wight, David 
Rintoul, Calum Finlay, Joshua 
Higgott, Marty Cruickshank, 
Madeline Appiah, Daniel Rabin, 
Matthew Wynn, Barry Aird, Mark 
Desebrock, Penelope McGhie 
and Nneka Okoye. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Classic Mary Berry. (R) 

12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Regional Programme. 
2.00 MasterChef. (R) 2.30 MasterChef. 
R) 3.00 Film: Shrek Forever After. 

2010) Animated comedy, with the voice 
of Mike Myers. 4.25 Final Score. 5.15 A 
Question of Sport. (R) 5.45 Doodlebugs. 
6.00 Ready or Not. New series. 

Comedy game show featuring 
unsuspecting members of the 
public who face surprise 
challenges while going about their 
daily lives. Paddy McGuinness 
provides the commentary. 

6.30 BBC News. 

6.40 Regional Programme. 

6.45 Pointless Celebrities. A World 
Champions edition of the quiz, 
featuring Steve Davis, Sarah 
Ayton, Trina Gulliver, Eric Bristow, 
Kriss Akabusi, John Regis, Steve 
Collins and Jayne Torvill. 

7.35 Who Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
hosts the game show in which two 
pairs of complete strangers team 
up, each battling to outdo the 
other by listing as much as they 
know about a given subject. 

8.20 Casualty. Glen and Robyn are 
both rushed to the ED, where he 
finally tells her the truth about his 
seizures. Bea grows concerned 
that Dylan’s alcoholism may be 
affecting his judgement. 

9.10 Troy: Fall of a City. King Priam 
takes his life into his hands to visit 
the Greek camp and Achilles. An 
agreement is reached, but the 
Greeks are furious - will the truce 
hold? Meanwhile, Xanthius’ arrest 
puts increasing pressure on Helen, 
who faces a personal crisis as her 
relationship with Paris becomes 
strained. The penultimate episode 
of David Farr’s Ancient Greek 
adventure, retelling the legend of 
the Trojan War from the 
perspective of a family at the heart 
of the conflict. Starring David 
Threlfall, David Gyasi, Bella Dayne 
and Louis Hunter. 

10.10BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Everton v Manchester 
City atGoodison Park. 

12.00 Film: Forget Me Not. (2011) 1.30 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.35 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 


6.10 The Wonder of Animals. (R) 6.40 
Naomi’s Nightmares of Nature. (R) 7.10 
The Pets Factor. 7.30 The Dengineers. 
8.00 Absolute Genius: Monster Builds. 

8.30 Beyond Bionic. 9.00 Robot Wars. 
(R) 10.00 Gordon Buchanan: Elephant 
Family & Me. (R) 11.00 Six Puppies and 
Us. (R) 12.00 The Ladykillers: Pest 
Detectives. (R) 1.00 Film: Cromwell. 
(1970) Historical drama, starring Richard 
Harris and Alec Guinness. 3.15 
Canterbury Cathedral. (R) 4.15 The 
Secret Helpers. (R) 5.15 Big Cats About 
the House. (R) 

6.15 Easter from King’s. A selection of 
music and Gospel readings for 
Holy Week and Easter, as part of a 
week of celebrations held at the 
Chapel of King’s College, 
Cambridge. The King’s College 
Choir, directed by Stephen 
Cleobury, sings a variety of 
popular seasonal choral verses, 
including Were You There?, 
Greater Love Hath No Man, Wash 
Me Thoroughly, The Angel Rolled 
the Stone Away and Worthy Is the 
Lamb. 

7.30 Dad’s Army. Sergeant Wilson 
inherits a title following the death 
of an elderly relative and joins the 
aristocracy-much to 
Mainwaring’s annoyance. Classic 
comedy first aired in 1973, 
starring John Le Mesurierand 
Arthur Lowe. (R) 

8.00 Attenborough’s Wonder of Eggs. 

David Attenborough has a passion 
for birds’ eggs, which protect the 
young from the outside world at 
the same time as allowing them to 
breathe and are strong enough to 
withstand the full weight of an 
incubating parent and weak 
enough to allow a chick to break 
free. In this documentary, the 
broadcaster reveals the secrets of 
birds’eggs from creation to 
hatching, exploring how they are 
made, the reasons behind their 
shape and their intrinsic purpose. 
9.00 Hamlet. The Almeida Theatre's 
2017 production of Shakespeare's 
play, starring Andrew Scott, and 
recorded as-live in its West End 
transfer on the stage of London's 
Harold Pinter Theatre. 

12.15 Civilisations. (R) 1.15 Film: 
Therese Desqueyroux. (2012) An 
outspoken woman feels stifled in an 
unhappy marriage in 1920s France, and 
is driven to consider poisoning her 
husband. Drama, with Audrey Tautou. 
3.00 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.05 Star Wars Freemaker Adventures. 
(R) 7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff 
Girls. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The Bagel 
and Becky Show. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Wishfart. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
James Martin’s Saturday Morning. 11.25 
Who’s Doing the Dishes? (R) 12.25 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.30 The Harbour. (R) 

1.00 Best Walks with a View with Julia 
Bradbury. (R) 1.30 Britain’s Brightest 
Family. (R) 2.00 Celebrity Catchphrase. 

R) 3.00 Tenable. (R) 4.00 Tipping Point. 

R) 5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry 
Hill narrates a comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers. 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. Stephen Merchant is 
on duty as the Star Guest 
Announcer, and Stephen Mulhern 
hits the streets of Warrington for 
the latest round of In fora Penny. 
Plus, Paloma Faith takes to the 
stage in the End of the Show Show 
and the Script are in the studio for 
Singalong Live. There will also be 
plenty of surprises as more Places 
on the Plane are given away, and 
another lucky player gets the 
chance to Win the Ads. Presented 
by Declan Donnelly. 

8.30 The Voice UK. Emma Willis hosts 
the live semi-final of the singing 
contest, as the eight remaining 
contestants compete to win one of 
the four places in next week’s 
grand finale. Only four acts can 
progress to the final and for the 
first time in the series, the decision 
of which acts will go through to 
the next round and which will be 
eliminated rests entirely with the 
votes of the viewing public. 
Members of Team Oily, Team 
JHud, Team Will and Team Tom 
look to move one step closer to 
winning a recording contract with 
Polydor Records. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15Film: The Bourne Identity. (2002) 
Thriller, starring Matt Damon. 

12.20 Goodwood Members Meeting 
Highlights. 1.10 Jackpot247. 3.00 
Babushka. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Marathon: Maraton del Meridiano. 
6.40 Triathlon: Challenge Wanaka. 7.05 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.30 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.20 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.50 Frasier. (R) 9.20 
Frasier. (R) 9.55 Frasier. (R) 10.25 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.55 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.20 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.50 The Simpsons. (R) 12.20 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.50 The Simpsons. (R) 

1.20 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.20 Coast 
vs Country. (R) 3.25 A Place in the Sun: 
Winter Sun. (R) 4.25 A Place in the Sun: 
Winter Sun. (R) 5.30 The Secret Life of 
the Zoo. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Coastal Railways with Julie 
Walters. The actress travels from 
Newcastle to Edinburgh by high 
speed train. Along the way, she 
stops off at the coastal town of 
Alnmouth, discovers where the 
phrase Keep Calm and Carry On 
originated, visits the world’s 
biggest gannet colony, and goes 
out to sea with a lobster breeder. 
When she reaches her destination, 
she discovers the connection 
between the railway and the 
famous Balmoral Hotel. (R) 

8.00 Britain at Low Tide. In Fife, Tori 
Herridge explores a wreck close to 
the scene of one of Britain’s worst 
railway disasters, and assesses 
the role it played in the rescue 
operation. A series of holes in 
rocks on the foreshore lead Tori 
and the archaeologists to the story 
of an industry that once dominated 
the local shoreline, and depended 
wholly on the power of the sea. 

She also examines stone carvings 
left in caves by one of Scotland’s 
oldest tribes. Last in the series. 
9.00 Film: Taken 3. (2014) Ex-CIA 
agent Bryan Mills’ efforts to finally 
live a quiet life are shattered by the 
death of his ex-wife. Just when 
things seemingly can’t get any 
worse, he is framed for her murder 
and must fight to clear his name. 
Action thriller sequel, starring 
Liam Neeson, Forest Whitaker and 
Maggie Grace. 

11.10 Film: AVP: Alien vs Predator. 

(2004) Scientists are caught up in 
a battle between two races of 
deadly extraterrestrial creatures in 
a mysterious pyramid. Sci-fi 
thriller, starring Sanaa Lathan. 

1.00 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 1.45 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.55 The 
Question Jury. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.10 Film: Gone with 
the Wind. (1939) 2.30 Film: Oklahoma! 
(1955) Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
musical Western, with Gordon MacRae. 
4.00 5 News Update. 4.05 Film: 
Oklahoma! (1955) Concluded. 5.15 Can’t 
Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 

6.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away: 
Final Demand. Documentary 
giving an insight into the world of 
debt collection from the 
perspectives of people who owe 
money, their creditors and those 
who collect the payments. 

7.00 Cruising with Jane McDonald. 

The singer returns to Naples in 
southern Italy, from where takes a 
ferry to Capri, an island famed for 
its rugged landscape, upmarket 
hotels - and shopping experience. 
Here, Jane wishes to fulfil an 
ambition she has had all her life - 
to follow in the footsteps of 
English actress, singer and 
comedian Gracie Fields, once the 
biggest star in the UK, who spent 
the years leading to her death in 
1979 living in the region. It proves 
to be a poignant journey that 
comes to rest at Grade’s 
graveside. (R) 

8.00 Inside Windsor Castle. A look 
back at the series of events that 
shaped the monarchy between 
1936 and 1952, using dramatic 
reconstructions and an 
extraordinary archive of film. 
Edward VIM’s abdication in 1936 
meant that his brother eBertie’ 
became King George VI, and his 
eldest daughter Elizabeth was now 
suddenly and unexpectedly heir to 
the throne. When the Second 
World War broke out, Elizabeth 
and her sister Margaret moved 
into the safe haven that was 
Windsor Castle, which Elizabeth 
loved for its history and its 
heritage, while for Margaret it was 
one big adventure playground. (R) 
8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Most Shocking Sexist TV of All 
Time. Through archive footage 
and talking heads, a look at how 
gender politics has played out on 
television from the 1960s to the 
present day. 

10.30 20 Moments That Rocked the 
80s. Cherie Lunghi presents a 
countdown of memorable 
moments. (R) 

12.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Inside 
Manchester’s Midland Hotel. (R) 4.00 
The X-Files. (R) 4.45 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Lost Kingdoms of Central America 
8.00 The Silk Road 9.00 Below the 
Surface 10.30 Top of the Pops: 1985 

11.30 The Highwaymen: Friends Till the 
End 12.25 The Highwaymen Live 2.25 
Lost Kingdoms of Central America 3.25 
Top of the Pops: 1985 3.55 Sounds of the 
Seventies-Solo 4.00 Close 

ITV2 

11.55 Celebrity Catchphrase 12.55 
You’ve Been Framed! Gold 1.55 Film: 

The Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas 
(2000) 2.55 FYI Daily 3.00 Film: The 
Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas (2000) 
3.40 Film: Nanny McPhee (2005) 4.40 
FYI Daily 4.45 Film: Nanny McPhee 
(2005) 5.45 Film: Mr Bean’s Holiday 
(2007) 6.45 FYI Daily 6.50 Film: Mr 
Bean’s Holiday (2007) 7.30 Film: Skyfall 
(2012) 8.35 FYI Daily 8.40 Film: Skyfall 
(2012) 10.15 Celebrity Juice: Easter 
Special 11.05 Family Guy 12.05 
American Dad! 1.05 Action Team 1.35 
Release the Hounds 2.35 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.45 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.20 Film: Carry On Cruising (1962) 
2.05 Film: Carry On Up the Khyber 

(1 968) 3.55 Carry On Forever 7.00 
Midsomer Murders 11.00 Vera 1.00 
Carry On Forever 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 

2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

12.25 The Big Fish Off 1.30 ITV Racing 
Live from Musselburgh. 4.00 Film: 
Dunkirk (1958) 5.10 FYI Daily 5.15 Film: 
Dunkirk (1958) 6.45 Film: Aces High 
(1976) 7.45 FYI Daily 7.50 Film: Aces 
High (1976) 9.00 Film: Lethal Weapon 
(1987) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: 

Lethal Weapon (1987) 11.10 Film: Fire 
Down Below (1997) 12.10 FYI Daily 
12.15 Film: Fire Down Below (1997) 

1.20 River Monsters 2.20 The Protectors 
E4 

I. 00 Young Sheldon 1.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 4.00 The Great Celebrity Bake Off 
for Stand Up to Cancer 5.15 Extreme 
Cake Makers 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: The Watch (2012) 11.00 
Gogglebox 12.00 Naked Attraction 1.05 
Five Star Hotel 4.00 How I Met Your 
Mother 4.45 Rude(ish) Tube 

Film4 

II. 00 The Indian in the Cupboard (1995) 
1.00 The SpongeBob SquarePants Movie 
(2004) 2.45 Robots (2005) 4.30 The 
Princess Diaries (2001) 6.45 Back to the 
Future (1985) 9.00 Conan the Barbarian 
(2011) 11.10 Veteran (2015) 1.40 Ninja 

111: The Domination (1984) 3.45 Close 
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Ordeal by Innocence 
(BBC1,9pm) 

New series. Three-part 
adaptation of Agatha Christie's 
novel, starring Bill Nighy. The 
former husband of a murdered 
heiress prepares to remarry 18 
months after her adopted son 
was convicted of killing her, 
before dying himself in a prison 
brawl. However, the wedding 
preparations are disrupted by 
the arrival of a mysterious 
scientist who has returned from 
an expedition to the Arctic - and 
who claims to be able to prove 
the supposed murderer is 
innocent. Anthony Boyle, Anna 
Chancellor, Morven Christie, 
Crystal Clarke, Christian Cooke, 
Alice Eve, Matthew Goode, Ella 
Purnell, Eleanor Tomlinson, 
LukeTreadaway, Brian 
McCardie, Luke Murray, Hayden 
Robertson, Catriona Mcnicoll 
and Abigail Conteh also star. 



BBC1 


jBBC2 


ITV || CHANNEL 4 lCHANNEL5 ||PIGITAL 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 Painting the Holy Land. 10.00 
Easter Day From Sheffield Cathedral. 
11.00 Urbi etOrbi. 11.25 Film: The 
Silent Child. (2017) 11.45 Bargain Hunt. 
(R) 12.25 BBC News; Weather. 12.40 
Film: Shaun the Sheep Movie. (2015) 
Animation, featuring the voice of Justin 
Fletcher. 2.00 MasterChef. (R) 3.00 
MasterChef. (R) 4.00 MasterChef. (R) 

4.30 Escape to the Country. (R) 5.00 
Songs of Praise. 5.35 BBC News. 5.50 
Regional Programme. 

6.00 The Big Painting Challenge. New 
series. Mariella Frostrup and Rev 
Richard Coles present a third 
series of the art contest, which 
begins with 10 contestants getting 
a masterclass in still life in 
Glasgow. The painters must each 
depict an object they have brought 
with them from home, before 
visiting a distillery to produce a 
large scale painting of the stills 
and fermenters. The finished art is 
displayed to members of the 
public, who get the chance to vote 
for their favourite, before Judges 
Lachlan Goudie and Daphne Todd 
decide who will be the first to be 
eliminated. 

7.00 Countryfile. Matt Baker, Anita 
Rani and Joe Crowley explore 
West Yorkshire, meeting a 
beekeeper who came to the county 
as a refugee and discovering Emily 
Bronte’s passion for wildlife. 
Including Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 

8.00 The Generation Game. Mel 

Giedroycand Sue Perkins host the 
first of two special episodes 
reviving the classic game show in 
which teams of family members 
compete in bizarre challenges. 
9.00 Ordeal by Innocence. New series. 
Three-part adaptation of Agatha 
Christie’s novel. As the widower of 
a murdered heiress prepares to 
remarry, the identity of his wife’s 
killer is called into question. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, with 
highlights of Chelsea v Tottenham 
Hotspur at Stamford Bridge and 
Arsenal v Stoke City at the 
Emirates Stadium. 

11.30The Women’s Football Show. 
12.05 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.10 BBC News. 


6.20 Coast. (R) 6.50 Glorious Gardens 
from Above. (R) 7.35 Life in a Cottage 
Garden with Carol Klein. (R) 8.05 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.35 Countryfile. 
(R) 9.30 Saturday Kitchen Best 
Bites. 11.00 Spring Kitchen with Tom 
Kerridge. (R) 11.45 Lorraine Pascale: 
Howto Be a Better Cook. (R) 12.15 
M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 Coast. (R) 1.15 
Pilgrimage: The Road to Santiago. (R) 

2.15 Canterbury Cathedral. (R) 3.15 RAF 
at 100 with Ewan and Colin McGregor. 

(R) 4.45 Film: War Horse. (2011) First 
World War drama, starring Jeremy 
Irvine. 

7.00 Down the Mighty River with Steve 
Backshall. In the conclusion of 
the two-part programme, the 
naturalist travels down the Baliem 
River’s lower gorge, one of the 
most dangerous stretches of white 
water in the world surrounded by 
jagged rock walls. His exploration 
of the surrounding jungle leads to 
an encounter with a tribe that has 
had little contact with the outside 
world. As he concludes his trek in 
the river’s coastal reaches, he 
faces a crisis of conscience as he 
witnesses a traditional crocodile 
hunt. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear. Matt LeBlanc, Chris 
Harris and Rory Reid test drive the 
latest SUVs through the medium 
of horse trialling, and are joined in 
the studio by Jason Manford. Plus, 
Chris takes an explosive drive in 
the new Alpine A110. Last in the 
series. 

9.00 Conspiracy Files: Murder in 
Washington. The murder of 
political campaigner Seth Rich 
during the 2016 US presidential 
campaign, which has become the 
subject of rumours that he had 
released internal e-mails to 
Wikileaks. 

10.00 Mock the Week. Ed Gamble, 

Milton Jones, Miles Jupp, Nish 
Kumar and Felicity Ward join host 
Dara 0 Briain and regular Hugh 
Dennis for the topical comedy 
show. (R) 

10.35 Top Gear: Extra Gear. The team 
try and solve Tokyo’s transport 
problems, and are joined by 
racing drivers Enaam Ahmed and 
Chris Breen for a chat about the 
Monte Carlo Rally. Last in the 
series. 

11.00Film: Selma. (2014) Fact-based 
drama, starring David Oyelowo. 

1.00 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 1.55 
Holby City. (R) 2.55 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.05 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 

(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 

(R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Spy School. 9.05 Scrambled!: Adventure 
Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Love 
Your Garden. (R) 10.00 Countrywise. (R) 
10.30 The Voice UK. (R) 12.00 Ant & 
Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway. (R) 1.30 
ITV News; Weather. 1.40 Film: Willy 
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory. 

(1971) Musical fantasy, with Gene 
Wilder. 3.45 Catchphrase. (R) 4.30 ITV 
News; Weather. 4.45 Regional 
Programme; Weather.5.00 Tipping 
Point. (R) 

6.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. TV 

presenters Fiona Bruce, Rick 
Edwards, Kate Humble and Joe 
Swash pit their general knowledge 
against a trivia expert as they try to 
win thousands of pounds for 
charity. However, they must work 
as a team to build their prize pot 
and stay one step ahead of the 
Chaser. Bradley Walsh hosts. (R) 
7.00 Change Your Tune. New series. 

Baz Ashmawy hosts the musical 
challenge in which some of the 
country’s worst singers perform 
live, then undergo weeks of 
training to improve their voices, 
with the contestant who makes the 
most progress winning £10,000. 
The first episode features a teacher 
who wants to be good enough to 
join the school choir, an amateur 
actor who has stage presence but 
not musical skill, a care worker 
who wants to be able to sing at her 
daughter’s wedding, a HGV driver 
who sings while driving around 
the country, and a music lover who 
has a hard time staying in tune. 
8.00 The Durrells. Larry and Louisa 
return to England, where Larry 
falls in with a group of Bohemian 
artists living in London, including 
writer Henry Miller. Back in Corfu, 
Gerry saves a donkey. 

9.00 The Good Karma Hospital. 

Gabriel joins Ruby on an outreach 
programme to a tea plantation. 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Film: Sherlock Holmes. (2009) 

12.40 Marcella. (R) 1.30 Jackpot247. 
3.00 Take on the Twisters. (R) 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. 

(R) 1.35 The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.30 The Simpsons. (R) 
3.00 The Simpsons. (R) 3.30 Ice Age: 
The Great Egg-Scapade. (R) 4.00 Film: 
Dumbo. (1941) Disney animated 
adventure, with the voice of Edward 
Brophy. 5.15 The Great Celebrity Bake 
Off for Stand Up to Cancer. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Homes by the Med. Charlie 

Luxton visits the Spanish island of 
Mallorca, where he discovers an 
Arab bath house that is over 1,000 
years old in Palma’s old town. (R) 
8.00 Escape to the Chateau. As Dick 
and Angel prepare for winter, they 
attend a food festival in Rouen, 
where they hope to find inspiration 
over what to do with their fresh 
fruit and vegetables. Angel adds 
the finishing touches to the 
floating geodesic dome in time for 
a family sleepover, while Dick gets 
to work fixing the crumbling 
stucco. Last in the series. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie makes a move, 
Wellington has a reckoning and 
Saul expands an operation. 
Espionage drama, starring Claire 
Danes, Mandy Patinkin and Linus 
Roache. 

10.05 Film: The Green Mile. (1999) A 
prison guard amazed by the 
healing power and gentle nature of 
a man on death row comes to 
doubt his guilt. Supernatural 
drama, starring Tom Hanks and 
Michael Clarke Duncan. 

1.25 The Supervet. Professor Noel 
Fitzpatrick and his team fight to save the 
leg of a much-loved golden retriever, and 
a French bulldog with twisted elbows 
needs a wheelchair and some surgery. 

(R) 2.20 Coastal Walks with My Dog. The 
first of two programmes in which 
celebrities and their canine companions 
showcase Britain’s coastal beauty spots, 
beginning with trips in North Devon, 
Pembrokeshire and Dorset. (R) 3.15 
KOTV Boxing Weekly. Action from two 
bouts featuring Reece Bellotti and Philip 
Bowes. 3.40 The Question Jury. An 
opinionated new juror arrives. (R) 4.35 
George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. A 
school teacher building a classroom 
inside a salvaged plane. (R) 5.30 
Streetmate. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.15 The Secret 
Life of Puppies. (R) 6.20 Mofy. (R) 6.25 
Simon. (R) 6.35 Simon. (R) 6.40 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.45 Oily the Little White Van. 

(R) 6.55 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 7.15 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.30 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 7.45 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.00 
Shimmerand Shine. (R) 8.10 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 8.20 Peppa Pig. (R) 8.40 
Peppa Pig. (R) 8.45 Thomas & Friends: 
Journey Beyond Sodor. (R) 10.05 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 
Police Interceptors. (R) 11.40 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.40 Film: Joe Kidd. 
(1972) Western, starring Clint Eastwood. 
2.25 Film: Space Cowboys. (2000) 
Adventure, starring Clint Eastwood. 4.55 
Film: Stargate. (1994) Sci-fi adventure, 
starring Kurt Russell. 5.55 5 News 
Update. 

6.00 Film: Stargate. (1994) Concluded. 
7.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

The officers try to recover £13,000 
owed by a high-performance car 
dealer in Birmingham, and in 
Wolverhampton the agents chase 
nearly £2,000 owed to a car hire 
company. (R) 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

The agents chase up a £3,000 
deposit owed by a landlord to his 
tenant, and officers try to recover 
£25,000 from a nightclub owner 
for unpaid solicitor fees. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: Bruce Almighty. (2003) God 
tires of a down-on-his-luck 
reporter’s constant complaining, 
so passes on His powers to give 
him a taste of ultimate 
responsibility. The newsman falls 
in love with his extraordinary 
abilities - but a never-ending 
stream of incoming prayers and 
his ambitious attempt to please 
everyone soon prove there is more 
to the job than meets the eye. 
Comedy, starring Jim Carrey. 
10.005 News Update. 

10.05 Film: Bruce Almighty. (2003) 
Concluded. 

11.05 Film: Just Go with It. (2011) A 
plastic surgeon pretends to be 
going through a divorce and 
persuades his assistant to pose as 
his soon-to-be ex-wife. Romantic 
comedy, starring Adam Sandler. 
1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Inside 
Manchester’s Midland Hotel. (R) 4.00 
The Railways That Built Britain with Chris 
Tarrant. (R) 4.45 House Doctor. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Painting the Holy Land 
9.00 Timewatch: WWI Aces Falling 10.00 
The Battle of Britain 11.40 Operation 
Jericho 12.40 Dancing in the Blitz: How 
World War Two Made British Ballet 1.40 
Revolution and Romance: Musical 
Masters of the 19th Century 2.40 
Timewatch: WWI Aces Falling 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

12.15 The Voice UK 1.55 Britain’s Got 
Talent: Top 10 Golden Buzzers 2.55 Film: 
Happy Feet Two (2011) 3.55 FYI Daily 
4.00 Film: Happy Feet Two (2011) 4.50 
Film: Hop (2011) 5.50 FYI Daily 5.55 
Film: Hop (2011) 6.45 Film: Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory (2005) 7.50 FYI 
Daily 7.55 Film: Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory (2005) 9.00 Film: 
Spectre (2015) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 
Film: Spectre (2015) 11.55 Family Guy 

1.20 American Dad! 2.15 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV3 

11.10 Film: Carry On Cowboy (1966) 

1.10 Film: Carry On Behind (1975) 3.10 
Film: Carry On Camping (1969) 4.55 
Midsomer Murders 6.55 Vera 9.00 Larry 
Grayson: Shut That Door 11.00 Film: Are 
You Being Served? (1977) 1.00 Blue 
Murder 2.30 Carry On Forever 4.10 Road 
to Avonlea 5.55 ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

12.20 When English Football Ruled 
Europe 2.20 Stuck on You: The Football 
Sticker Story 3.25 Film: Police Academy 
2: Their First Assignment (1985) 4.25 FYI 
Daily 4.30 Film: Police Academy 2: Their 
First Assignment (1985) 5.10 Goodwood 
Members Meeting 6.10 The Big Fish Off 

7.15 Film: The Scorpion King (2002) 

8.15 FYI Daily 8.20 Film: The Scorpion 
King (2002) 9.00 Film: Jaws (1975) 
10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: Jaws (1975) 

11.25 Film: The Assassination of Jesse 
James by the Coward Robert Ford (2007) 

12.25 FYI Daily 12.30 Film: The 
Assassination of Jesse James by the 
Coward Robert Ford (2007) 2.35 Football 
Rivalries 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 

E4 

12.25 Film: Dragonball Evolution (2009) 
2.00 The Big Bang Theory 5.00 The 
Goldbergs 5.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 6.00 
Young Sheldon 6.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 6.55 Film: Eragon (2006) 9.00 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 The 
Inbetweeners 11.05 The Big Bang Theory 
12.00 Five Star Hotel 1.00 Five Star 
Hotel: The Finale 2.05 The Inbetweeners 
2.35 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
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Plumbing & Heating 

SPECIALISTS 


Exchange your Combi Boiler for 
an Ideal Vogue Boiler witha 
10 year warranty and receive the 
following- 

• Free Wireless Thermostat 
• Free First Service 
• Free Boilermag Filter!!!!! 


Under Floor Heating 
^LPGWork 

^ Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste 
■ Full Bathroom/En Suites Installed 
Radiators Fitted/Removed 
l Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced 
l Boiler & Full Central Heating Systems 
^ Installed and Serviced 
^ Landlord Safety Checks 


11 24hr call out Call us on 

01384 621765 / 07513094763 


Card payments accepted 


^Property 


For all your Property Needs! 
All qualified and 
experienced tradesmen 

Full/Partial Property 
^Refurbishments 
^Plastering 
^Tiling 

^ Bathroom and Kitchens 
^Loft Ladders/Floor Boarding 
^Property Alterations 
^ Underfloor Heating 
^ Electricians 
Sound Proofing 

Hilly Insured 
All Work Guaranteed 

Call now for details on Tax exempt 
disabled modifications inc. Wet 
Rooms and Widened Access 




24 hour call out 

01384 621765 
07513 094763 


DUBS 

COLLECTIVE 

APRIL 6-8 

PARTY in the PARK 

HIMLEY HALL, DUDLEY, DY3 4DF 

3 £ F* S OF LIVE music 


SPONSORED BY 



ViL-llliti? 

PLEASE SEE OUR 
WEBSITE FOR 


k'Ki 

TRADERS 
FOOD VILLAGE 
AIRED OUT SHOW 
SHOW IN SHINE 
phi_pa ■■ « EVOLUTION OF THE VAN 

BOO Kl N G D ETAI LS FULL OUTDOOR CONCERT 

www-dubscollective-com/pages/PARTYINTHEPARK 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Z for Zachariah, BBC2,10.30pm 

A woman lives alone on a farm that belonged to her 
family in the aftermath of a nuclear apocalypse, 
believing herself to be the last survivor of the human 
race. Her simple life is disrupted by the appearance of 
a second survivor, and they adapt to working together 
- but the arrival of a third individual threatens 
everything they have built. Sci-fi drama based on 
Robert C O’Brien’s novel, starring Margot Robbie, 
Chiwetel Ejiofor and Chris Pine. (2015) 

TUESDAY 

Sabotage, Channel 5,10pm 

The members of an elite Drug Enforcement 
Administration team secretly keep the millions of 
dollars they find during the raid. When they are killed 
off one by one, the leader becomes convinced one of 
his men is getting rid of the others to keep all the 
money, and sets out to expose the murderer. Action 
thriller, starring Arnold Schwarzenegger. (2014) 



WEDNESDAY 

First Class Fear, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

After being left at the altar, a woman has a brief affair 
with a handsome stranger on a plane, which 
ultimately puts her and everyone else on the flight in 
danger. Thriller, starring Lacey Chabert. (2013) 

THURSDAY 

3 Days to Kill, Channel 5,11.05pm 

A CIA agent learns he is dying, and decides to quit 
the agency so he can spend his last few months 
trying to rebuild his relationship with his estranged 
daughter. He is tempted to go back on his word when 
an old colleague offers him an experimental drug that 
could save his life - if he agrees to carry out one last 
mission. Action thriller, starring Kevin Costner. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

Hellboy II: The Golden Army, ITV, 10.45pm 

The demon superhero, aided by a team from the 
Bureau of Paranormal Research and Defence, leads 
the fight against renegade elf Prince Nuada who is 
intent on reawakening an unstoppable robot army and 
bringing about the demise of mankind. Action fantasy 
sequel, starring Ron Perlman. (2008) 


A group of famous faces 
live the dream in Nevada 


H ave you heard the one about 
the British showbiz legends 
trying to make it in Las Vegas? 
This new five-part series follows 
famous faces from comedy, music 
and variety from the 1960s, 70s and 
80s as they head to the 
Entertainment Capital of the World 
with a chance to fulfil the dream 
they thought had long gone. 

The eight stars are double act 
Cannon & Ball, entertainer Bernie 
Clifton, comedian Mick Miller, 
pianist and entertainer Bobby 
Crush, singer Kenny Lynch, 60s pop 
idol Jess Conrad, actress and 
singer Anita Harris and Hi-de-Hi! 
actress Su Pollard. 

Cameras follow the group from 
their departure from the UK to the 
moment they step onto the stage in 
Sin City. They’ll live in a house 
together, explore and enjoy the 
Vegas Strip and rehearse and 
reminisce together. 

Viewers will also be given an 
insight into the legends’ vast and 
varied careers as they look back 
and talk about their incredible lives. 


The culmination will be an hour- 
long special of their variety 
performance at a world-famous 
theatre in the Nevada desert. 

Despite decades of experience in 
the industry, Vegas is an eye-opener. 

“I suppose the equivalent in 
England is Blackpool - that is the 
Vegas of England, but there’s 
nothing like Vegas,” Jess explains. 

“We played in a beautiful theatre 
called the Orleans theatre. And to 
get there you had to go through a 
mile of slot machines and Kenny 
Lynch and I were sitting at one of 
the machines. Then a lady of a 
certain age came over and said, 
‘You’re in my seat’. 

“I said, ‘I’m in your seat?’ She said 
‘Yes, I’ve been sitting on that seat for 
50 years’. 

“And then I realised, of course, 
that she probably comes every day 
and the place was full of women of 
about 50 gambling on these slot 
machines.” 

Another aspect that the celebs 
found bizarre was being part of a 
reality show. 


“It’s a new art form, I suppose,” 
Jess says. 

“We’re wired up all day, from eight 
in the morning to ten at night and 
they say, ‘Be careful what you say’, 
but if you don’t say anything you 
don’t get any viewing time. 

“We were a great group and 
nobody fell out. It was a real happy 
family.” 

The man tasked with taking the 
veteran stars under his wing is 
legendary producer Frank Marino. 

“He’s the most fabulous man,” Su 
says. “He’s Mr Showbiz. He just 
came straight in there, looking 
marvellous, he had a fantastic jacket 
on, sparkly, and his hair if gorgeous. 
He’s very handsome, I’d have him in 
my house anytime.” 

There was another unexpected 
development for the stars while they 
were in Vegas - the mass shooting 
at Mandalay Bay. 

“It was really horrendous,” Jess 
admits. “Because everyone was so 
devastated, we all kind of decided 
that the show must go on.” 



Last Laugh in Vegas, Tuesday, ITV, 9pm 



MONDAY 

Lenny Henry: The Commonwealth Kid 
BBC1, 9pm 

Lenny Henry was born in Dudley in the West 
Midlands, but prefers to describe himself as a 
Commonwealth kid, the son of Jamaican parents 
who came to the UK as part of the post-Windrush 
generation in 1957. As a result, he’s perhaps 
perfectly placed to present this documentary, in 
which he explores the deep-rooted relationship 
between the crown, the Commonwealth and its 2.3 
billion people. He begins by touring the Caribbean, 
stopping off in the Bahamas and Jamaica, where 
he hears what being a part of this league of nations 
means to ordinary people, from street vendors to 
teachers and students. Henry also examines the 
wider relationship between all of the people of the 
Commonwealth, and what binds them together. 

TUESDAY 

The Great Celebrity Bake Off for Stand Up to 
Cancer 

Channel 4, 8pm 

Comedians Alan Carr and Aisling Bea, Paralympian 
Kadeena Cox, and actress Teri Hatcher compete in 
the final programme of culinary challenges. Judges 
Paul Hollywood and Prue Leith set the celebrities 
some tough tasks, beginning with a muffin 


signature, followed by a test of their pie-making 
abilities for the technical, and then a showstopper 
cake challenge that may see dreams may turn to 
nightmares. These brave celebrities are all baring 
their bakes to raise money for Stand Up To Cancer 
- and to encourage viewers to do the same. 

WEDNESDAY 

Commonwealth Games 2018: The Games 
Today 
BBC2, 7pm 

Highlights of the opening ceremony at 
Carrara Stadium in the city of Gold Coast, 
Queensland, Australia, as the 21st staging of 
the Games was officially declared open. The 
Games were last held in Australia at Melbourne 
2006, and Gold Coast overcame Hambantota, Sri 
Lanka in the bidding process back in November 
2011 to win the right to host this event. 

At the heart of this ceremony was 
the traditional Parade of Nations, 
the Competitors’ Oath and the 
finale of the Queen’s Baton Relay. 


THURSDAY 

Big Cats About the House 
BBC2, 8pm 

Documentary following the work 



Commonwealth Games 2018: The Games Today, 
Wednesday, BBC2, 7pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


with Toby and Anna at the last moment. But when 
they lie about the reason, it only succeeds in 
opening up a huge can of worms. 

FRIDAY 

Sounds Like Friday Night 
BBC1,7.30pm 

New series. Greg James and Dotty for live music 
and interviews, direct from Television Centre in west 
London’s White City. Synth-pop group Years and 
Years and rock band Snow Patrol both perform their 
new singles for the first time on live television, while 
American pop superstar Meghan Trainor also 
graces the show. Dotty will be heading head out 
and about, interviewing major stars wherever they 
are in the world - over the course of the series, 
she’ll be chatting to the likes of Little Mix and Gary 
Barlow. 

I Don’t Like Mondays 
Channel 4, 8pm 

New series. Comedy game show, hosted by Alan 
Carr, in which everyone in the audience arrives with 
their resignation letter in hand and, with the help of 
a celebrity guest, Alan whittles participants down to 
the lucky chosen one via hilarious games, surprise 
guests, a celebrity executive board and the novel 
use of a filing cabinet. 


of Giles Clark at his sanctuary for big cats in Kent. 
Maya the jaguar is 10 weeks old and is starting to 
push the family to their limits as she wreaks havoc 
in the house, destroying the bookshelf, getting into 
the fridge and ripping up the sofa. However, after 
an appearance on breakfast TV with Giles, she 
becomes a big-cat ambassador. Giles also takes in 
five-month-old cheetah called Willow, who is 
recovering from an incident where she 
broke her paw, and travels to Kenya to 
help lions in need. Last in the series. 

Not Going Out 
BBC1, 9pm 

Lee Mack and Sally Bretton star in the 
domestic comedy which sees the couple 
appear to go from one disaster to the 
next, while coping with their three 
kids, Lucy’s disapproving 
parents, Lee’s feckless 
dad Frank and their 
world-weary friends 
Toby and Anna. This 
week the couple 
become addicted to 
a TV boxset, 

causing them to 
cancel dinner 


■fi-Zcc Fix™ 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 


❖ 70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

❖ 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 
♦♦♦ Document L Compliant 

❖ Shoot Bolt Locking 

❖ Sight Line Glazing 

❖ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 



C GUARANTEED 

PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


rf HE SHED SHOP^ 

Established 27 Years 

6ft x 4ft T&G Sheds from £240 
Concrete slotted post now at £9 
Concrete gravel boards now £9 
6ft x 5ft overlap heavy duty fence panels £15 
Railwasy Sleepers £16 
Continental Panels in stock 
Post mix 20kg bags £4.50 
A wide range of fence panels available 
All Products for immediate delivery 
Public & Trade Welcome 


Special Offers Also Available 


01384 482 542/ 
07920 885 774 
www.dudleyshedshop.co.uk 


BROADCAST YOUR BUSINESS 


1. PREPRODUCTION 

4. POST PRODUCTION 

PLANNING 


2. ON-LOCATION RECORDING 

5. VIDEO ADVERTISING 

3. AUDIO PRODUCTION 

CALL 11902319730 



Source: www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 


MNA DIGITAL 



























Double Crossword 


Sudoku 


BRAIN GYM n„.4 73 


Codeword 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

o 

7 

20 

8 

21 

L 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 



Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Words in action? 

( 8 ) 

5. Bring in a number 
to help - sharpish! 
(4) 

9. Woeful cry from a 
girl, we hear (4) 

10. False 
encouragement 
given on debts (8) 

11. Dog that is 
scientifically 
famous (5) 

12. Accident-prone 
tourist? (7) 

13. Soldier-husbands 
who try to supply 
all one’s needs (7,6) 

18. Acquitted the sailor 
having found the 
right answer (8) 

19. He won’t go out 
with his mates (4) 

20. Walked back 
around a man 
sleeping (7) 

21. Case that may be 
looked into (5) 

22. Title of pantomime? 
(4) 

23. Bearing gifts we 
hear, vaguely (8) 


Down 

2. Its meals are usually 
late (7) 

3. Don’t approve but is 
liked somehow (7) 

4. I, for one! (7,6) 

6. Downfall of a 
barber? (7) 

7. Wastes the rewards 
(7) 

8. A model employer 

( 6 ) 

13. Given protection, 
being cautious (7) 

14. Rum’s not what the 
cure’s made of (7) 

15. Put in charge again 

( 6 ) 

16. Make watchful 
remarks? (7) 

17. Salt and ice in 
flexible combination 
(7) 



Quick Clues: 

Across Down 


1. Dusk (8) 

2. Belligerent (7) 

5. Sell (4) 

3. Handbill (7) 

9. Region (4) 

4. Somersaulting (4,4,5) 

10. Encumbrance (8) 

11. Foolish (5) 

6. Fetter (7) 

12. Function (7) 

7. Reduce (7) 

13. Execution order (5,8) 

8. Coming (6) 

18. Kingdom (8) 

13. Fault (7) 

19. Bucket (4) 

14. Ring-like (7) 

20. Ease (7) 

21. Exclude (5) 

15. Listen (6) 

22. Sward (4) 

16. Utter (7) 

23. Helped (8) 

17. Weather (7) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Bad egg; 4 Treble; 

9 Fruitless task; 10 Enlist; 11 Totem; 12 Ambit; 
14 Demur; 18 Heaps; 19 Sternum; 

21 Philosophical; 22 Lagged; 23 Crisis. 

Down: 1 Buffet; 2 Double meaning; 3 Gates; 

5 Rosette; 6 Blast furnaces; 7 Eskimo; 8 Cease; 

13 In store; 15 Chapel; 16 Estop; 17 Smalls; 

20 Ether. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Remote; 4 Aplomb; 9 
Disinterested; 10 Cholera; 11 Singe; 12 Acrid; 

14 Adder; 18 Ropes; 19 Heather; 21 Going for a 
song; 22 Denote; 23 Chaste. Down: 1 Reduce; 
2 Misconception; 3 Tense; 5 Pleased; 6 On 
tenterhooks; 7 Badger; 8 Delay; 13 In sight; 

15 Frigid; 16 Throw; 17 Brogue; 20 Abash. 


r 


Quiz 


1. Which artist painted the ceiling of the 
Banqueting House in Whitehall? 

2. Which golfer was noted for wearing all¬ 
black outfits? 

3. Which island includes New York boroughs 
Queens and Brooklyn? 

4. Who wrote A Brief History of Time, 
published in 1988? 

5. Which present-day city was the capital of 
the Byzantine and Ottoman Empires? 


6. Which organs are affected by asbestosis? 

7. Which author was married to Jonathan 
Dimbleby? 

8. To which country do the Stewart and 
Chatham Islands belong? 

9. Who did Steve McClaren succeed as 
manager of Middlesbrough football club? 

10. What type of animal is a capuchin? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Evelyn Waugh; 2 Staffa; 3 George 
Peppard; 4 Farthing; 5 Queen’s Champion; 
6 Thelonius Monk; 7 Zagreb; 8 Max Von 
Sydow; 9 Punjab; 10 Jeremy Paxman. 
Niner: EDUCATION 


Niner 


A 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


62873 gives a home, 

6284578 gives another home, 

215239 gives a home for animals. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 





STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 

on the Express & Star website 

www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


MNA DIGITAL 
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Head for the hills 



to relax 


BETWEEN shadows on the water from the 
overhanging boughs of mature trees, I can 
see glimpses of my prey, lazily swimming in 
the deepest stretch of the stream. 

The only thing disturbing this tranquil idyll is the 
excited shrieking of one of my companions, who’s just 
landed her first ever fish. 

As she hauls in a glistening trout, I’m filled with 
admiration and a bit envious of her luck, but as I half 
abandon my fishing rod to take a photo of her prize, 
it starts to twitch and then violently shake. I try to 
remember my instructions and pull the line through 
the water before dragging a monster of a fish up to the 
surface triumphantly. 


TRANQUIL 

A couple of hours later my prize is served up to me. 
It’s been seasoned, simply grilled and dressed with a 
garlic sauce and local vegetables. 

Casale Panayiotis, tucked away in a tranquil valley 
in the northern Troodos mountains, is a rare find - a 
boutique hotel that encourages guests to celebrate its 
past and immerse themselves in local culture. 

It’s the brainchild of business mogul John 
Papadouris, who was born and raised in the rural 
mountain village of Kalopanayiotis, before moving on to 
London and the Middle East to make his fortune in the 
engineering industry. 

When he returned to his home country decades later, 
he found a sad state of affairs. The division of Cyprus 
following the Turkish invasion in 1974 and an exodus of 
adults from the remote Troodos area to work in bigger 
towns and cities, had left Kalopanayiotis a shell of a 
village. Most houses were empty and derelict, just a 
tiny population of elderly people remained; the village 
lacked even a cafe. 



So Papadouris decided to restore Kalopanayiotis 
to its former glory - but with a 21st century twist. He 
used his own money and European funding to improve 
infrastructure, build paths and lighting, encourage 
locals to build their own businesses and, most 
ambitiously, create a luxury hotel integrated into the 
heart of the village. 

There are now 43 individual rooms scattered through 
the hillside community and three top-notch restaurants 
- not to mention a world-class spa which reflects the 
ancient spa village’s history. 


For thousands of years, pilgrims and hunters have 
been drawn to the valley for the nearby sulphur springs, 
bathing in its healing waters. Traditionalists can opt for 
bath rituals like the ‘Theouha’, an immune-boosting 
soak in healing water or the ‘Goat Milk and Rose 
Ceremony’ while romantics might prefer a couple’s 
ritual in a private treatment suite, complete with 
sparkling wine and fresh fruit. 

Casale offers experiences for everyone from foodies 
to adventure seekers, and newly revitalised, I’m ready 
to learn the ways of traditional Cypriot life. I throw 


myself into learning how to make classic Cypriot cheese 
halloumi and pay a visit to the nearby Tsiakkas Winery. 

History is entwined with modern life in every aspect 
of Cypriot culture, and that becomes abundantly clear 
after a short stroll around Kalopanayiotis. One of the 14 
villages of the mountainous Marathasa area, it’s home to 
the Saint John Lampadistis monastery, a Unesco World 
Heritage site. 

Casale Panayiotis is the perfect antidote to the stress 
and pollution of modern life. The perfect way to relax 


CELIA PAUL 



Departing Sunday 24 Jun 

from Dudley 


Departing Sunday 19 Aug 

from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel 

l/ Royal Scot steam train journey on the Keighley 
& Worth Valley Railway 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at our selected hotel 

✓ Entrance to the Terracotta Warriors exhibition 
at the World Museum, Liverpool 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 140 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 115 


Coach package holidays are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms and conditions which are based on the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter. Tours offered subject to 
availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


or to book, please call: 03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 
or visit online at: justgoholidays.com/RT 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 



SHOPPERS 
CHECK OUT 
LOCAL 


ADVERTISING 

41% of people decide where to shop as a result of seeing 
advertising in local media - ahead of supermarket promotions 
(25%), direct mail (21%) and TV advertising (19%) 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the 
Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 














































WIN £25 

TO SPEND WITH ONE OF THE ADVERTISERS ON THIS PAGE 

Simply find the 6 advertisers names in the wordsearch panel. 
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Send your completed panel to 

David Hutchins 

Halesowen Chronicle Competition 
Black Country House, 

Rounds Green Road, Oldbury, 
West Midlands B69 4DG, 

Closing date: 6th April 2018. 
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Mr/Mrs/Miss.First Name.Surname. 



Address 


Tel No.Emai. 

I have read the rules and agree to abide by them. Signature 
I would like to spend my money with. 


Postcode 



RULES: Entrants must be 18 or over. Closing date for entries is 06/04/18. The winner will be notified by post. The first correct entry opened after the closing date 
will receive the prize. There is no cash alternative to the prize. The prize will be issued in cheque form made payable to the advertiser as chosen by the winner. Once 
issued the cheque cannot be altered and must be cashed within two months of receipt. Employees or their immediate relatives of the MNA group of companies may 
NOT enter. The Editor’s decision is final. The winner must be prepared to take part in any publicity. 



Bescot 

Promotions 


Halesowen 
Street Market 


Every Saturday 

9am - 5pm 


High Street 

Halesowen Town Centre B63 3AD 

Call 07792 676746 

for more information 


Repairs, Spares, Sales 

All major brands repaired, 
also built in appliances, electric 
cookers, tumble dryers etc. 

Brand new , reconditioned 
appliances available 

Brand New Washing Machine, 
5 year parts and labour guarantee 
Only £279 delivered and installed 

Showroom open 9 am-5 pm Mon-Sat 

60 High Street, 
Blackheath, B65 OEH 
0121 561 3785 


M 

> 


SERVICE • PARTS • REPAIRS 


]a:J12345c53I3 
01284 567762 


* 


EMAILSALES@PWEUROPARTS.COM 

EBAY: P.W.EUROPARTS 

TWO GATES LANE, HALESOWEN, 
WEST MIDLANDS, 063 2LJ 



GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 
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SPRING GARDEN ESSENTIALS 




OUR GIFT 
VOUCHERS 

MAKE A 
SPECIAL GIFT 
FOR LOVED 
ONES 


BRUCE 
AND ANN 
ARE ALWAYS 
ON HAND TO 
HELP AND 
ADVISE YOU 


COME TO CYPRESS NURSERY THIS EASTER FOR 
A GOOD SELECTION OF TREES, PLANTS 
AND EVERYTHING ELSE FOR 
YOUR HOME AND GARDEN 


TURF NOW IN STOCK AND A LARGE VARIETY OF 
SEASONAL SPRING PLANTS, BULBS AND SUNDRIES 

HEDGING, CLIMBERS AND FRUIT TRESS 
ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

Yew Tree Lane (off Powke Lane) Blackheath Phone: 0121 559 1495 


OPENING TIMES 7 DAYS A WEEK 9 - 5.15 


Due to being open 7 days - Closed 1 - 2 for lunch 
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED | www.cypressnursery.net info@cypressnursery.net 


HANGING 
BASKETS 
AND REFILL 

ORDERS NOW 
BEING TAKEN 



<?;# 



es & 


/e,u 




• Newly refurbished • Now stocking 

• Flowers for all occasions Park Lane Jewellery 

• Bouquets from only £10 • Gifts for all occasions 

Aquas from only £ 15 • Large selection of 

garden plants 


- Call 0121 421 2111 L 

19 Howley Grange Road, Halesowen B62 OHN 
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Hicks Hadley 

_Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



HALESOWEN, Narrow Lane£950 pcm+Fees 

A FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY to rent this semi detached large family 
home which has been totally refurbished to a very high standard. 
Located in this very popular location close to all bus & train links. 
Featuring 2 large reception rooms, beautiful fitted kitchen, utility, 
private rear garden, 3 good size bedrooms, family bathroom with 
showeran^jgJ^jocl^ave^nvewa^t^^one^PCja^ 



HALESOWEN, Caslon Road £630 pcm+Fees 


A lovely recently decorated 3 bedroom semi detached house in a quiet cul- 
de-sac. Featuring entrance lobby, spacious living room, modern kitchen with 
pantry & electric cooker, w.c, separate utility area, upstairs are 2 spacious 
double bedrooms & 1 large single room, family bathroom with shower over 
bath. The property also benefits from gas central heating, double glazing, 
large front & back garden with views. On road parkin.^CJSC^^ 



HALESOWEN, Foxhollies Drive£595 pcm+Fees 

A modern semi detached property in cul de sac location. A 
short distance from Halesowen and the number 9 bus route, 
this home features a lovely living room, fitted kitchen, 2 good 
size bedrooms, modern bathroom with ‘P’ shape bath and 
shower, garage, driveway for 2 cars, front and rear gardens. 
EPC: C 



HALESOWEN, Lyttleton House£595 pcm+Fees 


An attractively positioned purpose built over 60s retirement apartment in 
Halesowen Town Centre. Featuring large communal lounge, gardens and 
launderette facilities and lift access. This ground floor apartment is accessed via 
the secure communal hallway with intercom access. Featuring a kitchen with fridge 
freezer, double bedroom with built in wardrobe, shower room, spacious lounge, 
electnc heating^oubl^lazingjart<in^^nc^^nclud^jvateMgte^^PC^m^^ 



HALESOWEN, Cherry Street£575 pcm+Fees 

A well presented mid terraced house in a sought after location, close 
proximity to the number 9 bus route and Halesowen town centre. 
Consists of lounge with feature wall, kitchen diner with plenty of storage 
and access to the good size rear garden with patio area and lawn, white 
bathroom suite with corner bath, separate shower cubicle, sink and 
WC. a largejoubl^edroonun^^ingl^ai^edroorT^PC^^^ 



ROWLEY REGIS, Habberley Road£550 pcm+Fees 


This lovely unfurnished mid terraced home is located close 
to local shops, and minutes away from J2 of the M5. Briefly 
comprising of 2 bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, 
house bathroom with shower, double glazing, gas central 
heating. mai^ai^er^n^f^a^aifdn^PC^^^^^^ 



OLDBURY, Causeway Green Road£450 pcm+Fees 
This large, split level flat above shops, within walking distance 
to bus links and close to J2 of the M5, briefly comprising 
of: gas central heating, spacious living room, fitted kitchen, 
2 double bedrooms, bathroom with shower, parking to rear, 
unfurnished. 2 MONTHS DEPOSIT REQUIRED. EPC: E 



. 

CRADLEY HEATH, Manson Drive£795 pcm+Fees 

Attractive 3 double bed modern 3 storey semi-detached property located on 
this popular estate with lovely front views overlook the canal. Entrance hallway, 
fitted kitchen with oven/hob,lounge with patio doors leading to rear garden, 1 st 
floor 2 bedrooms & family bathroom with shower, 2nd floor master bedroom 
with separate dressing area Sen-suite shower room, gas central heating and 
double ojazina. fullv alarmed, aaraoe. drivewav. ideal familv home. EPC: TBC 



j 


HALESOWEN, Haden Arch Court£625 pcm+Fees 

Contemporary living in Halesowen. This 1st floor spacious 
apartment above the archway, within walking distance to 
Halesowen Town Centre and buses, the apartment features 
gas central heating, double glazing, open plan living room/ 
fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom with separate 
shower cubicle^llocate^arkjng^PC^^^^^^^^^^ 



HAGLEY, Newlands Close £595 pcm+Fees 

A superb modern ground floor apartment located near to Hagley 
Village & situated close to motorway links, open plan lounge/ 
kitchen with appliances, double bedroom with fitted wardrobes 
and en-suite shower room & 1 large single bedroom, white 
bathroom suite, 1 allocated parking space, secure entry system. 
All electricjr^h^rogert^oU^^nissedl^PC^^^^ 



ROWLEY REGIS, Buckingham Road£575 pcm+Fees 
A lovely 3 bedroom semi detached house with front and rear 


gardens in a popular location. Briefly comprises, entrance 
porch, lounge, fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms and a further 


single. Ga^entraUieatiricyfrivewa^nck|arac|^PC^^^ 



HALESOWEN/COLLEY GATE, Mapletree Lane£575 pcm+Fees 
An end of terrace in a sought after area for Colley Lane 
Primary School, bus links to Halesowen and Stourbridge. The 
property features 2 reception rooms, modern fitted kitchen, 3 
good size bedrooms, family bathroom with shower, double 
glazing, gas central heating, rear garden. A property not to 
be missed!. EPC: TBC 



HALESOWEN, Stourbridge Road£495 pcm+Fees 
A lovely ground floor flat that has been fully re-furbished to 


a very high standard. Within walking distance of Halesowen 
Town Centre. Featuring large living room, kitchen with oven/ 
hob, 1 double bedroom, beautiful shower room, gas central 
heating^doublylazin^ryoa^arkin^PC^^^^^^^ 



WOLVERHAMPTON, Penn Road£395 pcm+Fees 

A ground floor 1 bedroom apartment having excellent 
transport links to Wolverhampton. The accommodation 
benefits gas central heating and comprises a reception hall, 
open plan lounge/kitchen, 1 bedroom, fitted shower room, 
all access b^^ecui^ommunah^cegtior^re^PC^^^ 



PENSNETT, Skylark Close £650 pcm+Fees 

A fabulous 2 bedroom semi detached home being located in a quiet cul-de- 
sac location. The property, which is immaculately presented is double glazed, 
centrally heated and has accommodation to comprise a reception hall, guest 
wc, fitted kitchen, lounge with feature fireplace, sizeable UPVc conservatory, 
2 double bedrooms, re-fitted bathroom with electric shower, enclosed ‘low 
maintenance Jgaijardemf^oa^arkirm^^arag^PC^^^ 



TIPTON, Leveson Drive £625 pcm+Fees 

This extremely well maintained newly decorated terraced 
house has an excellent position on this sought after modern 
development within easy reach of local amenities. Briefly consists 
of entrance hallway, lounge, fitted kitchen with oven/hob, lovely 
conservatory, 3 good sized bedrooms, house bathroom with 
shgweL reaLgaj^enjarkin^re^oi^/^ar^PC^^^ 



ROWLEY REGIS, Cakemore Road£595 pcm+Fees 
A lovely large mid terraced house in this popular location 
comprising of attractive front reception room, light & airy rear 
lounge leading to nice sized kitchen with oven/hob, downstairs 
bathroom with separate w.c. 2 double bedrooms, loft with lighting 
& drop down ladders, gas central heating, enclosed courtyard 
accessedw^yiarrev^athwa^^h^id^rma^addn^PC^ 



STOURBRIDGE, Stourbridge Road£575 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished 3 bedroom mid terraced property with off 
road parking to the rear, close to local amenities and main 
bus routes. The property is well presented and comprises 
of: entrance porch, hallway, lounge with feature fireplace, 
modern kitchen, 3 good size bedrooms, modern bathroom 
wjth showeyDnvat^aK]arter^PC^^^^^^^^^^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH/OLD HILL, Coxs Lane£550 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished large end terraced house ideally located 
for Cradley Heath shops, bus and train links. Featuring 2 
reception rooms, fitted kitchen, utility room, downstairs 
bathroom with shower, upstairs are 2 good size bedrooms, 
gascentE^jgatin^^ajJovjMTiaintenanc^arter^PC^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Hamilton Avenue£475 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished ground floor flat, on a popular development of 


the Abbey Fields. A lovely apartment which is not to be missed 
features 1 double bedroom, fitted kitchen, spacious lounge, 
electric storage heating, double glazing, allocated parking, 

communak[ajTler^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 



CRADLEY HEATH, Upper High Street£395 pcm+Fees 
Modern 1st floor flat close to Cradley Heath train station & all 
bus routes. Featuring an open plan lounge/fitted kitchen with 
appliances, hallway to 1 double bedroom, bathroom suite with 
shower, electric central heating, communal garden to rear of 
property, on road parking. Only 1 months security deposit »1 
months rent in advance. EPC: C 


PROPERTY 



This well-presented family house has been 
refurbished and improved to a high standard 


A deceptive and unique 
detached family home with 
land, Mill Cottage, Sandy Lane, 
Kidderminster, is beautifully 
presented and spacious. 

Having been recently improved 
and refurbished to a high standard, 
it is for sale through Halls at 
£695,000. 

It is fabulously positioned in this 
quiet, rural location to the north of 
Kidderminster off the Bridgnorth 
Road. 


KIDDERMINSTER 

£695,000 


A quite wonderful and unique 
single storey detached family 
home, it has flexible and spacious 
accommodation. 

A private tarmacadam driveway 
with a shaped brick paved pathway 
leads to a covered entrance porch 
and main wooden panel, part glazed 
entrance door into the generous 


reception hall. It has five beautifully 
presented double bedrooms. 

There is also a wet room, family 
bathroom and en-suite bathroom, a 
shower room. 

Add to this a utility/boot room, 
four reception rooms, a family room 
or snug, a kitchen/diner that has 
been re-fitted, a dining room, office, 
private grounds, a double garage 
and a stable block. 

Call Halls on 01562 820880. 
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Stunning bespoke home with the 'wow factor' in 
sought-after area is on the market with no chain 


‘Greenbank’ 171 Wolverhampton 
Road, Sedgley, is an absolutely 
stunning bespoke property 
packed with the “wow factor”. 

It is for sale through Taylors Estate 
Agents at £525,000 with no chain. 

Situated on its own private drive in 
a sought-after area, it lies secluded 
and within a unique location in 
Sedgley. It has sweeping gardens 
and stunning open views. This 
generously-sized property has so 
much to offer. It includes a porch, 


SEDGLEY 

£525,000 


an imposing entrance hallway, three 
reception rooms, a hand-crafted 
kitchen/diner, an attractive guest 
W/C, utility room, three double 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, a double 
garage and an enormous driveway. 

In more detail, the porch has 
tiled flooring, a timber frame door 
and folding doors leading to the 


imposing entrance hallway. This has 
stairs to the first floor and cornicing 
to the ceiling rail. Off this, the 
stunning living room has a leaded 
window to the front and a bay 
window to the side, giving extensive 
open views, plus an attractive 
feature fireplace with a log-effect 
gas fire. 

The sitting room has a window to 
the front, a gas fire and a storage 
cupboard. 

Contact Taylors on 01902 880888. 































































































































Computers 


Driveways 


Fencing 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
. ANY LIKE FOR LIKE „ 
QUOTATION BEATEN 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
1 2 Year Guarantee I 

Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Mobile: 07853 253176 





. — — .SOSO— «* 

Carpentry 

L _ 



CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 



D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 4228594 
07985548466 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONTBE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PCI 

Call:0121 422 7646or:07970 846 552 ; 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT _ ,_ 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


QHEasBEBBu 


PMetro alarms and 0 ^ 

! SECURITY v ! 


CCTV SYSTEMS 

accessed via phones and tablets 


NEW PROFESSIONAL WIRELESS SYSTEM 

No Mess! Simple to use Remote Controlled 
• Burgler Alarm Repairs 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 Years Experience • Video Entry Systems 

• Alarms Serviced Flrom £30 

□ Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(Any Time) 

www.metro-alarms.co.ul 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 

www.cleancarehalesowen.co.uk 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
-> Decorators 


OAR DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 



POINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 

Fully insured 

O.A.P Discounts . 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 




Double Glazing 


DAVID JUMMSl 


ARPEHTRY | 


Doors, loft conversions, laminate 
flooring, UPVC windows & doors 


30 years experience 


0121 602 1450 
07885 417812 


Misted Sealed Units? 


ill lark (Lxumtrg blazing 


Contact US for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

lO YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 


/f /f 

that t tUe. easistU 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

Cl 01384 566100 

H9 www.blackcountryglazing.com mk 

KO<tCW CCTtrKSS |FENSA| 


Mobile Hairdresser 


IMOBILEl 
HAIRDRESSER 

Cuts, Colours, Perms etc 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Checks 


Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 




Electricians 


| S QDAUTV ELECTRIUL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / 
security alarms and lighting / fault finding and repairs L 
shower replacements and more 

Free quotations available 
Over 20 years’ experience 

Contact now: Deals now 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 on - call 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk for more 

j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk information 



ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


REWIRING EXPERTS.co.uk 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality . 
local mice call: 

0121 3690311 ^* 
07939 503905 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 

For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 

07767869792 

We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


AREAS C0VER__ 

For a free quote call 

0121 532 2263 Or 07951 536929 


LBlFencing 

V types of quality 
fencing supplier! 

& erected 
Pius decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 
www.lbtfencing.co.uk 



Fencing & Gates 



All Carden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 


■ Call Steve on| 

•014142891 Of 07911 MSN 


Gardening 


ALL DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 


25 years’ experience 
ELECSA Registered 
For reliable, local service, call BRIAN 

.07746 



ROWAN 

TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES 

• Tree Surgeon Specialist • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation 

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK 
01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, mm 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 5S5 

All staff C.R.B. Certified rHCB3 


FREE QUOTES 

& SPECIAL 
RATES FOR 
OAP’S 


!9 I (1 


OUR PRODUCTS 

FENCING SHED BASES SLABBING GARDEN MAINTENANCE LAWN CUTTING 
SHED RE-FELTS FENCE PAINTING TREE TOPPING HEDGE CUTTING 


07566 231 168 MOBILE 0121 602 0157 HOME 
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Gutter Cleaning 


Roy's Mowing & Garden Maintenance 


- Garden tidy up's 

- Bush/tree's/conifers/hedges cut or removed 
• No job too big or small 

- Special rates for OAP's 

> Gutters Cleaned 

> Fencing and Sheds Painted/Creosoted 

- Patios and Drives Jetwashed 
1 Lawns cut fortnightly or one offs' 

1 Over grown gardens cleared 


Please call: 0121 602 3815 / 07979 980951 




8 A, 


mmsMsmwess 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
t Hedges and lawns cut 
t General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 



Landscapers 


LANDSCAPING 


Fencing, Patios and Driveways,Turfing 
and Artificial Grass, Retaining Walls, 
Pond Installation & 

Garden Clearance 

CALL US ON: 

07817 553 346 ^/i 

01384 387 016 

info@terrafirma-arb.co.uk 

www.terrafirma-arb.co.uk 



Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 

30 Years Experience 


• Motor Body Work Specialists 

• Insurance Approved 

• From a minor bump to major repairs 
•FREE local pick up and delivery 



We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance cla 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com _ 

Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


MOT 


with this advert 


Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 ou 

0121 559 6001 MOT 


0 


Oven Cleaning 


For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 

CLEANOVEN 

We clean all types of domestic 
ovens, cookers, traditional stoves, 
hobs, extractors and microwaves 

&alt cc& fat a quote, 

Tel: 01384 393168 

Mobile Anytime: 07713 163060 


Plastering 



FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
cnmplete rnnms 


0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


Plumbing & Heating 


RSb GGsgCtog & POnnCflEg 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG G AS 
Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



KS 
’SERVICES 

f All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

40121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


Plumbing 


O U S E H O L D—^ 

r P L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/^A All installations and repairs ^est^ 
'tEP* Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 a 

V www.household-plumbing.co.uk 


Roofing 



A 


ALL 


k r \ i : 




CA Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering, 


07538718264 


mpusmm 



ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


ROOFING SERVICES 




• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 


Vl'LLL LlLE/l' 

ESel:ull;le t 


Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 



elite‘pl!astics 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



Skip Hire 



I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



Tree Surgeon 


TREE SURGEONS 

11 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN ALL 
ASPECTS OF TREE MAINTENANCE & 
TREE FELLING, STUMP REMOVAL, 
HEDGE TRIMMING 

CALL US ON: 

07817 553 346 
01384 387 016 

terr£>Tirma 


REMOVAL, 

$ 


info@terrafirma-arb.co.uk 

www.terrafirma-arb.co.uk 





















































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


Family 


ELECTRIC ARMCHAIR, lifts you up 
and down, £120. Single electric 
bed, like new, £150. 

Telephone 07399 664451. 


' £smm 


Stourbridge’s longest established 
Family Run Mobility Store 

Brettell Lane, Amblecote, 
Stourbridge DY8 4BS. Open Mon-Sat. 


01384 378252 


KARMA LIGHTWEIGHT wheel¬ 
chair, extra wide seat, 47cm - 
49cm, very good condition. £99. 
07900 441129. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


A 


Leisure 

Time 


ZENOBIA 6 berth tent, excellent 
condition, fixed ground sheet, 
carpet, separate porch. £250. 0121 
5527078. 

CARAVAN WANTED. Cash paid, 
can collect asap. Caravan wanted. 

Call me on 07717 090817. 



BAILEY PEGASUS 462 


2010, Vango Air tube porch 
awning, remote motor movers, 
ATC system, hitch and wheel 
locks. All the usual refinements 
of a top class touring caravan. 

£8,250. 

07538 651604. 


CARAVAN IN Bridgnorth, on River¬ 
side park, private fishing, Club 
House. £9,999 ono. 07475 



SITED NEAR BEWDLEY 


Static mobile home, Willerby 
Vogue. Double glazed, central 
heated. On site clubhouse 
swimming pools, superb views. 

£28,000. 

07717 090817. 


STATIC CARAVAN WITH 
DECKING 

Beach location, Borth, 
Mid Wales. 

Complete with all fittings, 
utensils, etc, 
ready to move in. 

£8,000 ono. 

Site fees included for 2018. 
For details ring 
07986 690052. 


STERLING EUROPA 495 

2007, 4 berth, fixed, bed, side 
washroom, little used, well 
serviced and excellent 
condition. 

£7,500 ono. 

Ring for more information 
01694 771330. 07966 219013. 


SWIFT CHALLENGER 
CARAVAN 510 

Four berth 

Complete with spare wheel, 
alko wheel clamp, 1 full size 
awning and porch awning, aqua 
roll, waste water containers, 
bedding, cutlery etc. 

Good condition. 

£5,500. 

0121 550 2537. 


BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 

"\ 

Yorkshire 


YORKSHIRE DALES 

Meadow Holidays 

Country Cottages / Suites in Wensleydale 

“Weeks from £209 per couple 
“Weekends just £99 per couple 

Families Welcome 

Walk in scenic countryside bv waterfalls or 
visit historic market towns with friendly Inns 

Brochure (24hrs) 01969 624145 

email: rita@meadowholidays.com 
www.meadowholidays.com 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 

Required by a small, all ladies 
choir based in Wall Heath, 
Kingswinford. 

The Choir meets every Monday 
morning from 10.15 -12.15pm, 
in the Church of Ascension, 
Church Hall and occasional 
local concerts are undertaken. 
The position would suit a retired 
person looking to further his / 
her interest and as the choir 
give there time freely, there is 
no remuneration offered, 
although travelling expenses 
maybe available. 
Please ring Margaret of 
Haven Singers 01384 830430. 
For an informal chat and 
further details. 


SHIFNAL CHORALE 

is seeking a new Musical 
Director for their 50 plus choir of 
mixed voices. The choir is an 
enthusiastic, friendly group, 
performing a variety of choral 
works, sacred anthems, folk 
songs and songs from 
musicals. Past performances 
have included both traditional 
and contemporary music. 
Rehearsals take place on 
Monday evenings at Trinity 
Methodist Church in Shifnal. 
Applications are required by 
May 1,2018. 

Please contact Marcia Hall on 
01952 461299 or email 
mdhallmusical@yahoo 
.co.uk 


Freei 


IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

To sell items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



Antique Fairs 


ANTIQUE/COLLECTORS FAIR 

Kinver Comm Centre, Sun 1 st April. 
EST 1979 Waverley. Next Book 
Fair Sun 15th April. Home made 
refreshments. 0121 550 4381 


Home & 
Services 


CREAM LEATHER 3-piece suite, 
comprising large 3 seater sofa, 2 
chairs, excellent condition, £325. 
o.n.o. 01299 829481. 

CREAM LEATHER suite, 3 seater, 2 
reclining chairs, heating and 
massage function, as new. £1000. 
07948 625260. 


G-PLAN TEAK EARLY 
1970'S, EXTENDABLE OVAL 
DINING TABLE 

plus 6 matching chairs, also TV 
black and clear glass stand with 
three shelves. 

£150 o.n.o. 

07929 572114. 


BOSCH ELECTRIC lawn mower, as 
new, £75. 

Please call 01902 652115. 


C B SHEDS 
& FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


LAWN TRACTOR 22 HP. 
42IN CUT 

With collector. 

As new. Unused. 

Cost £4,000 
will accept £1,995. 
Can deliver. 
07710169150. 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Advertisements(Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
~ 37834 489558. 


David Broxton on 07834 4 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


KITCHENAID MIXER very good 
condition, cost £380. Kitchenaid ice 
cream maker, used, cost £89, both 
for £200. No offers. 01902 827074. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus 
any Spectrum 128k+ 2 computer 
wanted also any old Crash or your 
Sinclair Magazines. 01902 892918. 


A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS/ 
LORRIES 

Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 

Spot on, Tri-ang, Danbury Mint 
and Mamod Engines. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


/AVA\£YWimng 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wail mount fitted. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


V_ 


Building Services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

All Building & Roofing Work 
Driveways, Landscaping 
Over 40 year exp | All work guaranteed 

Free Quotes: 07837 994465 
01902 579 592 


Gardening Services 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 pi 
garden. 25 years experience. C< 
01902 713106/ 07813 184086. 


Fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified 
Sales Representatives and 
would recommend them to 
anyone! They have done a 
very professional job with 
my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 
Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


APORTWRV 

^FENCING 

SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £69 5 

Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 

Sat 8am -12noon 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 

\ 

Gas Fitting 

v_ 

READERS ARE ADVISED 

To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 

\ 

House Clearances 

V_ 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

N 

Landscaping 

v 

J D's Landscaping and Building 

Bricklaying and all paving work 
Fencing and gates 
Conservatory and porch bases 

FREE QUOTES 

Call John 01384 326405 or 
07719 807564 

\ 

Plastering 

v_ 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

\ 

Removals 

v_ 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 

LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

Roofing 

v 

MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 


Rubbish Removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


Skip Hire 



t.v. / home 
entertainment 


Service 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 


A 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISTews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


POOCHIONS Poodle X Bichions, 
microchipped. £350. 

07792 082239. 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 




Property 


teiaaai 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Properties Wanted 


HOMEBUYERS 


We will buy your house fast! 

Free Valuation? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any Location? Yes/ 

No Fees? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 


FKEE, GUARANTEED, instant o£Per today! 


Call 0121 663 1401 

" or text "Cash" to 66777 

yeshomebuyers.c.om 


We buy houses 

Sell your house fast 

- avoid repossession 

- behind on payments 

-job relocation 

- unwanted inheritance 

What more - 
we buy in any condition 
No estate agent fees 
We pay all your legal fees 

ACT NOW! 

jjjetapn tact us on: 

07796801219/07988882090 


Jobs 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

A SMART SINGLE EN SUITE room 

in a Shared house,Netherton. 
£85 p.w. inc. bills. No DSS. 2 weeks 
deposit. 07940 116130. 

NETHERTON AREA 3 bed house, 
DSS welcome, 30 plus, deposit 
required. 07780 704435. 

SINGLE PERSON flat, furnished, 
CH, No DSS, £95pw. Sedgley. 

01902 885985. 


TWO BED maisonette, unfurnished, 
near Wolverhampton Town Centre. 
£500pcm. No Dss. 07904 757435. 


Courses 



BIRMINGHAM: 5-6 May (also 5-6 Sept.) 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 25-26 July (also 17-18 Nov.) 
STOKE-ON-TRENT: 6-7 August TELFORD: 8-9 August 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A PHLEB0T0MIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 

• Allied Healthcare Career Path accredited 

• Accredited (advanced) qualification 

• No previous experience required 

www.geopace .com 


High demand in: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - MOD - Research 


Full Time General 


OFFICE MANAGER AND 
ADMIN ASSISTANT 


We have secured numerous project and expanded office premises and a 
looking for new staff to join the team and grow alongside ourselves. 
The Office Manager will possess the following skills and experience: 

• Willingness to learn new skills 

• Well presented 

• Energetic, confident and enthusiastic 

• Reliable, flexible and adaptive 

• Excellent telephone manner and interpersonal communication 

• Able to communicate in a calm and professional style 

• Ability to multi-task and manage conflicting priorities 

• Strong proficiency in Microsoft Office 

• Working under pressure and coping with challenging situations 

• Working in a administrative role 

Working in the construction industries is preferable, but not essential 
Salary based on experience. Immediate start 

Send CV to lnfo@cafos.co.uk 


SHOOOTT 

THE ONLY READ FOR REAL FANS 
EVERY MONDAY 


Express & Star 
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ClassifiedAds 


Full Time General 

Shropshire 

STAR 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083/ 
07831 245313 



The Midland News Association, publisher of the Shropshire Star, is looking for 
senior reporters to join its team. 


This is the ideal role for an ambitious, dedicated and enthusiastic writer with a proven 
track-record of digging out the best off-diary news stories, features and analysis. You 
should be comfortable writing for a range of publications including newspapers and 
magazines. 



PUBLIC 
& LEGAL 
NOTICES 


We are looking for journalists able to come up with ideas and deliver compelling 
content on a consistent basis. 

You must be an NCTJ-trained journalist, able to deliver accurate, entertaining copy to 
meet strict deadlines. You must have a full, clean driving licence. Some experience of 
working in a newsdesk role would be an advantage. 

You will benefit from a competitive salary, 25 days annual holiday and the chance to 
develop your career at Britain’s largest independent regional news company. 

Apply by e-mail to: 

SHROPSHIRE STAR EDITOR 
MARTIN WRIGHT 

AT EDITORIAL.SUPPORT@SHROPSH IRESTAR.CO.UK 


by 5pm on Tuesday, April 3. 



Motoring 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



RENAULT CLIO 
EXPRESSION PLUS 

2012, 70,000 miles, 5 door, 
1149cc, 16v, abs, electric 
windows, air con, MoT, central 
locking, pas, alloys. 

£2,299 ono. 

07879 403302. 



VAUXHALL CORSA SXI 

2007, 47,700 Miles, abs, elec¬ 
tric windows, electric mirrors, 
MoT, central locking, pas, 
Alloys, very good condition. 

£2,199 ono 
07879 403302 


FORD KA STYLE 

2008, black, MoT, 

low miles, PAS, central 
locking, 

electric windows, CD. 
lovely condition, 2 owners, 
some history. 

£895. 

07426 785575. 


JAGUAR XJ8 


1998, grey, beautiful engine, 
good tyres. 

Spares or repair. 

£400. 

01902 685129. 



PEUGEOT 407 


2006, 129,000 miles, silver, 
abs, electric windows, air baa, 
electric mirrors, alarm, MoT, 
metallic paint, central locking, 
diesel, alloys, CD, spots. 

£995 ono. 

07463161974. 



TOYOTA YARIS1.0 


2006, 3 Door, 99K Miles, FSH, 
2 Keys, HPI Clear, Full Book 
Packs, Full MOT, New Clutch 
and Brake Pads, E/Windows 
and Mirrors, Ideal 1st Car 


£1,500 

07964 855222 



VAUXHALL MARIVA 


1.4 Life, 05 reg, blue, only 
58,000 miles, one former 
keeper, 12 months MoT. 

As new condition. 

Only £1,195. 

07963 464780. 



CITROEN C3 

2006, 42,000 Miles, blue, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, ; 
con, MoT, pristine garaged one 
elderly lady owner. 


. ,-r^3 ono 
07904 840145. 



WANTED, CLASSIC Car. Private 
cash buyer. Any condition, anything 
considered. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 





VAUXHALL COMBO D VAN 
1.3 CDTi 

2012 . 


77,000 miles. 

6 months MoT. 
One owner from new. 


Very good condition. 

£3,000 ono. 
07752 604914. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 




CROWN 

MOTORS 

Guaranteed best price 
for your unwanted 
cars and vans 

07903 549849 

buyer will call 


For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to Marie 
Hogg on 01902 319694 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 


(remember to include a name/ 
contact number for confirmation 
of receipt) 




ARE YOU A LIVING WILL 
BENEFACTOR? 

Are you alone with no family or 
heir and wondering what the 
future holds especially in old 
age and end of life care for you 
and possibly your pets? 
Call or text 07944 $18083 




IM 3 rr«*Hd Street 


★ ★★ 

RESPECTABLE MALE 

GSOH, No ties, non smoker, 
solvent, classic car owner, nice 
home. 

Seeks respectable attractive 
female, 30-55, friendship / 
possible relationship. 
Photo appreciated, will return. 

Box Number P21127, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


SWAP NUMBERS with local singles 
& couples seeking Adult Fun! 
01902 489181 / Txt: 07860 021670 



6 A-SIDE LEAGUE 

New 6 a-side league starting at 
Thorns Collegiate Academy in 
Brierley Hill. 

Sign up before Tuesday, April 3, 
2018 to get the discounted entry 
fee below. 

£ 10 . 

07484 872791. 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 
01902 317878 



ClassifiedAds 


You should 
be able 
to trust the 
ads you see. 

If an ad is wrong, 

the ASA is here to put it right. 


ASA.org.uk 



Advertising Standards Authority 
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Corsa GSi returning 
after 25 year-hiatus 



The GSi uses the sporty three-door body with a raft of exterior design cues to set it apart from the regular Corsa 


By Anthony Martyn 

After a quarter-century in the British market, 
Vauxhall’s evergreen Corsa will return in GSi 
guise this year, reinforcing the ‘performance 
through dynamics’ theme adopted by the recently 
launched Insignia GSi. 

Available to order later this year, the Corsa GSi 
will take the key chassis and design elements from 
the current Corsa VXR model to create an agile and 
purposeful driver’s car, but with all the space and 
efficiency of the regular model. 

The Corsa GSi uses the sporty three-door body, 
with a raft of exterior design cues to set it apart from 
the regular car. 

Large air intakes and a honeycomb grille dominate 
the front of the car, while deep sill extensions and 
carbon-trimmed features adorn its flanks. At the 
rear, a deep rear spoiler not only defines the GSi 
aesthetically, but also provides downforce to hunker 
down the rear suspension at higher speeds. 

A chrome tailpipe completes the look. 

Inside, leather Recaro seats allow drivers to sit low 
in the car, and close to the action. A leather sports 
steering wheel and aluminium pedals continue the 
GSi theme. 

And as with most other Corsas, the GSi comes with 
Vauxhall’s IntelliLink infotainment system, offering 
Apple CarPlay and Android Auto connectivity. 



A chrime tailpipe completes the look 


Riding on 18-inch alloy wheels, the Corsa GSi takes 
its suspension and brakes - with red-painted calipers 
- from the current 21 OPS Corsa VXR. The firmer 
springs and competition-tuned dampers offer tight 
control of the body at high speeds, and exceptional 
levels of grip in wet and dry conditions. 

More information about the new Corsa GSi will be 
available later in the year when order books open. 

1993 Corsa GSi 1.616v 

While the earlier 1983-1993 Vauxhall Nova spawned 
a 1.6 GTE performance model, it wasn’t until the 
launch of the original Corsa in 1993 that the GSi 
moniker was used - but only for a very short period. 
Powered by a 16-valve, double-overhead cam 
1.6-litre petrol engine producing 105bhp at 6,000rpm, 
the GSi would sprint to 60mph in 9.2 seconds, and on 
to a 121 mph top speed. 

A five-speed gearbox, firmer suspension, bigger 
brakes and wider tyres turned the little Corsa into one 
of the very first ‘pocket rockets’. 



The original Corsa GSi 1.6 16v 


MARCH MADNESS AT T WALL VAUXHALL 

**MDUCI10IIS ACROSS OUR MKT EXCHANGE STOCK** 


WAS NOW SAVE 


VIVA AND ADAM 


1515 VIVA SE 1.0 5DR BLUE RAY ONLY 7,600 MILES . £6995 

14 64 ADAM JAM 1.2 3DR RED N ROLL 7,100 MILES . £7495 £7195 

15 65 ADAM GLAM 1.4 3DR PURPLE FICTION 19,600 MILES 

TECH PACK. £8995 £8795 

15 65 ADAM SLAM 1.4 3DR RED N ROLL 18,200 MILES . £9295 

16 66 ADAM ENERGISED 1.2 RED N ROLL 6,500 MILES . £9495 

1717 ADAM ENERGISED 1.2 LET IT BLUE DELIVERY MILES 29 ONLY! .. £9995 


£300 


£200 


CORSA 


WAS NOW SAVE 

MOKKA, MOKKA X & ANTARA 

1414 MOKKA TECHLINE 1.7CDTI 5DR SUMMIT WHITE 

44,600 MILES. £9995 

15 65 MOKKA EXCLUSIV 1.6CDTI CARBON FLASH 

11,500 MILES . £11000 £10795 £205 

15 65 MOKKA TECHLINE 1.6 5DR SUMMIT WHITE 9,700 MILES . £11695 

15 65 MOKKA TECHLINE 1.6CDTI ORANGE ROCK 13,700 MILES . £11995 

1515 MOKKA SE 1.7CDTI AUTOMATIC ASTEROID GREY 

16,000 MILES. £11995 


12 62 CORSA ACTIVE 1.4 3DR ASTEROID GREY ONLY 28,500 MILES . £5995 


1414 CORSA S 1.2 5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 28,600 MILES. £5995 

1212 CORSA LTD 1.2 3DR OLYMPIC WHITE/BLACK 

ONLY 27,300 MILES. £6495 £6295 

13 63 CORSA SX1 1.4 5DR ASTEROID GREY 38,000 MILES. £6495 £6195 

1 2 62 CORSA SR11 .4 3DR CARBON FLASH 33,600 MILES. £6795 £6495 

11 61 CORSA SE 1.4 AUTOMATIC 5DR ASTEROID GREY 

ONLY 27,000 MILES. £6695 

14 64 CORSA EXCITE 1.4 5DR DEEP SKY BLUE 27,300 MILES. £6695 

1414 CORSA SX1 1.4 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 43,700 MILES. £6995 £6795 

15 15 NEW CORSA LIFE 1.2 3DR FLAME RED 23,100 MILES. £6995 

14 14 CORSA LTD EDN 1.2 3DR FLAME RED 20,500 MILES. £7295 

1414 CORSA LTD EDN 1.2 3DR FLAME RED 40,200 MILES. £7295 £6795 

1515 NEW CORSA STING 1.0TURB0 3DR OLYMPIC WHITE 

22,800 MILES STUNNING!. £7495 £7195 

1515 CORSA SE 1.4 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 36,100 MILES. £7495 £7295 

1 4 64 NEW CORSA EXCITE 1 .4 5DR DARK MOON BLUE 

14,700 MILES. £7995 £7695 

1515 NEW CORSA EXCITE 1.4 5DR FLAME RED 14,200 MILES. £8495 

1515 CORSA LTD EDN 1.4 5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 31,300 MILES. £8495 

15 15 CORSA DESIGN 1.4 AUTOMATIC 5DR ONLY 12,500 MILES. £9495 

1616 NEW CORSA LTD EDN 1.4 3DR OLYMPIC WHITE 

ONLY 2,500 MILES. £9495 

1616 CORSA LIMITED EDITION 1.4 3DR CARBON FLASH 

7,600 MILES. £8695 


£200 

£300 

£300 


£200 

£500 

£300 

£200 

£300 


1717 MOKKA X ELITE NAV1.4T B0RACAY BLUE 12,300 MILES . £15995 

1717 MOKKA X ELITE NAV 1.4T QUANTUM GREY 

13.950 MILES. £15795 

1717 MOKKA X ELITE NAV 1.4T 4X4 SUMMIT WHITE 

11,100 MILES REAR CAMERA . £17795 

1616 ANTARA DIAMOND 2.2CDTI 163ps 5DR CARBON FLASH 

26.950 MILES . £10695 

INSIGNIA 

14 64 INSIGNIA TECHLINE 2.0CDTI 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 

25,400 MILES PLUS PACK. £10495 

1616 INSIGNIA SRI NAV 2.0CDTI 5DR SILVER LAKE 

36.800 MILES . £10995 

1515 INSIGNIA SRI NAV 2.0CDTI 5DR SILVER LAKE 

22,000 MILES. £11495 

OTHER FRANCHISES 

09 59 HYUNDAI 110 CLASSIC 1.2 5DR MET SILVER 

34,600 MILES. £3795 

1616 SUZUKI SWIFT SZ-L SAT NAV 1.2 3DR RED 

23.800 MILES . £8495 

1 5 65 FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1 .25 5DR RED 15,000 MILES. £8495 

17 66 KIA PICANTO SE 1.0 5DR MET BLACK 2,300 MILES . £8995 


ASTRA, MERIVA & ZAFIRA 

1313 ASTRA EXCLUSIV 1.4 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 

46,000 MILES. £6495 £6195 £300 

13 63 ASTRA ENERGY 1.6 5DR TECHNICAL GREY 45,800 MILES. £6995 £6750 £245 

15 65 ASTRA LTD EDN 1.4TURB0 OLYMPIC WHITE 

17,300 MILES. £9995 

1616 ASTRA SRI 1.0T5DR POWER RED 12,500 MILES. £11495 £11195 £300 

16 66 ASTRA SRI NAV 1.6CDT1136ps 5DR POWER RED 

12,800 MILES EX DEMO. £13995 

16 66 ASTRA ELITE 1.6CDT1136PS SPORTS TOURER 5DR 

DEEP SKY BLUE 14,000 MILES. £14995 £13995 £1000 

1515 ASTRA VXR 2.0T 280ps BUZZ BLUE 20,600 MILES 

*MASSIVE SPEC*. £16995 

1111 MERIVA SE 1 .4 5DR SILVER LIGHTNING 40,000 MILES. £5495 

1515 MERIVA LIFE 1.4 5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 16,500 MILES. £7795 £7295 £500 

14 64 MERIVA TECHLINE 1.4 5DR PEPPERDUST 21,400 MILES... £7995 £7595 £400 

17 67 MERIVA LIFE 1.4 5DR CHOICE OF COLOURS 

DELIVERY MILES. £10995 £9895 £1100 

16 66 ZAFIRA TOURER TECHLINE 1.6CDTI SOVEREIGN SILVER 

13,500 MILES EX DEMO. £15495 


1515 CITROEN DS3 PURE TECH DSTYLE PLUS 1.2 3DR WHITE 


16,300 MILES . £9495 £8995 £500 

1212 MINI COUNTRYMAN COOPER 1.6D 5DR WHITE/BLACK 

42.200 MILES. £9495 

14 64 NISSAN JUKE ACENTA PREMIUM DIG-T1.2 5DR 

MET BLACK 8,000 MILES. £10495 

1616 CITROEN C4 CACTUS FLAIR 1.6HDI SAT NAV RED 

24,000 MILES . £10295 £9995 £300 

1515 DACIA DUSTER LAUREATE 1.5DCI 4X4 5DR WHITE 

20,000 MILES. £10495 £10295 £200 

1616 HYUNDAI 1X20 SE 1.4 BLUE DRIVE 5DR WHITE 

8.200 MILES. £10695 

1616 JEEP RENEGADE SPORT 1.6 MULTI JET 5DR MET BLACK 

33,900 MILES. £11495 

11 61 LR RANGE ROVER EVOQUE DYNAMIC SI4 AUTO 4WD 

3DR WHITE/BLACK 55,200 MILES . £21989 £21495 £494 

VANS ALL PLUS VAT UNLES STATED 

17 67 VAUXHALL VIVARO SPORTIVE L2 HI 1.6CDTI WHITE . £14995 


T Wall Garages High Street, Pensnett 
01384 288333 Kingswinford 

www.twall.co.uk DY6 8XB 


Award winning family-run business - established 1953 
1 Mile from Russells Hall, Hospital, towards Kingswinford 


VAUXHALL 
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The third generation Ceed Sportwagon 


Kia reveals new 
Ceed Sportwagon 

After unveiling the latest version of the hatchback 
last month, Kia has unveiled the third-generation 
Ceed Sportwagon. 

The South Korean brand claims it is the “most 
practical, spacious and versatile Ceed Sportswagon 
to date” and features “innovative technologies to boost 
comfort, convenience and safety”. 

The Sportwagon is 20mm wider and lower than the 
previous model, while the body is 95mm longer - 
despite the wheelbase staying the same size at 2.65m. 
All of that combines for more usable interior space. 

Customers can select one of five power options - two 
of which are derived from Kia’s new U3 1.4-litre diesel 
engine that comes with either 113bhp or 134bhp. 

Inside, models come with one of three infotainment 
touchscreens - either five-, seven- or eight-inch - 
alongside Bluetooth connectivity, automatic lights and 
keyless entry. Other premium features are available, 
such as an upgraded sound system, a heated 
windscreen and smartphone connectivity via Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto. 

Exterior features include Kia’s signature ‘tiger nose’ 
grille and LED daytime running lights, as well as 
the optional LED headlights and ECO pack - which 
includes an aero flap to help cool the engine. 

Like the hatchback model, the Sportwagon includes 
the new lane following assist system that tracks the 
vehicle in front on a motorway and allows the car to 
control speed and steering at speeds up to 80mph. 

It also comes with multiple safety technologies as 
standard, such as high beam assist, driver attention 
warning, lane keeping assist and forward collision 
warning. Optional systems include smart cruise 
control, smart parking assist and forward collision- 
avoidance assist. 

UK pricing and full specification is yet to be unveiled, 
but production begins in August - so expect sales to 
begin in the final quarter of 2018. 


Great stopping power in 
wet and more economical 


In the TUV tests, the T005 produced the best stopping performance of any of its rivals 


By John Griffiths 

Tyre maker Bridgestone has unveiled a new product 
which is set to take the industry by storm - literally, as 
its wet weather performance in particular sets it apart. 

The brand new Turanza T005 tyre has already been 
chosen as original equipment to new cars from several 
major manufacturers, including BMW, Audi, Ford and 
Nissan. 

It is officially the best for wet weather braking and lateral 
wet grip stability (cornering), after tests with a range of 
rivals carried out by TUV, the European product testing 
and certification agency. 

Yet it also has low rolling resistance (better for fuel 
economy) and lasts up to 11 per cent longer than previous 
generation tyres. 

Its performance is down to a number of factors: a new 
compound with a high silica content, a new method of 
mixing the compound, the use of new materials in the 
tyre’s carcass and a carefully designed tread pattern. 

In the TUV tests, the T005 produced the best stopping 
performance of any of its rivals, stopping an average of 2.3 
metres shorter. 

I was able to experience this on a less scientific but 
nonetheless convincing test track day, braking from 
50mph between two lines of cones - first in dry conditions, 
then wet. As the T005-equipped VW Golf shuddered to a 
halt with maximum ABS assistance, I was more than a little 
surprised to note that its stopping distance in the wet test 
was only fractionally longer than in the dry. 

The second part of the test, again in wet and dry 
conditions, was carried out on a series of corners of 
various radius - some very tight indeed. They were again 
set out using cones, leaving a space roughtly the width 
of a single track road. The slightest tendency of the car 
to oversteer, or run wide, at speed would therefore be 
punished by the embarrassment of sending red and white 
plastic flying into the undergrowth. 

The fact is that with numerous runs by numerous drivers, 
that didn’t happen. You could feel inside suspension 
compress and the tyres bite as the car swung through the 


more testing bends, but it stayed perfectly on track. This 
again is supported by the TUV tests, showing that the T005 
was capable of maintaining its track on a tighter radius 
than any of its competitors, 

It is, officially, the highest rated tyre for braking and 
cornering in the wet (graded A to EU standards for wet 
grip), while at the same time graded B for rolling resistance 
which is an impressive combination. It is one of only 
15 per cent of tyres currently on the market to get that 
coveted A grading. 

Since tyres are critical to safety on the roads, the T005 
with its new technology is another step forward, while also 
helping to reduce running costs. 

We can expect to see some further innovations from 
Bridgestone, including a new ‘airless’ wheel/tyre currently 
undergoing testing, which will also be fully recyclable, 


It is, officially, the highest rated tyre for braking and 
cornering in the wet 
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Ex-servicemen helped by giant JLR 



Six technicians were recruited late last year at the JLR Academy 


Jaguar Land Rover is helping ex-servicemen 
and women find new careers as technicians 
in its UK retailer network. 

The training programme, run with forces’ 
charity Mission Motorsport, is part of Jaguar 
Land Rover’s commitment to employ 1,000 
former military personnel by 2020. A three- 
week intensive course will help those who have 
served their country transfer their valuable 
skills to the retailer network of Britain’s biggest 
carmaker. 

Phil Cannell, Jaguar Land Rover’s technical 
Academy Manager, said: “This intensive, 
fast-track programme aims to capture the 
unique and transferable skills of armed forces 
personnel, giving them an opportunity to forge 
new careers as retail vehicle technicians. 

It addresses the challenges of supporting 
military into civilian careers while providing our 
retailers with the highest calibre of staff.” 

Technical, electronic and mechanical training 
is held at the Jaguar Land Rover Academy in 
Warwickshire. The expanded project follows 
a successful pilot in late 2017, which saw six 
technicians recruited by Jaguar Land Rover 
retailers. 

Joshua Gelder joined the military at 17 and 
now works at Inchcape Land Rover in Chester 
after training on the pilot scheme. He said: “I 
applied for the opportunity because I knew 
Jaguar Land Rover had a strong connection 
with the military. 

“I wanted to find something that would 
develop the skills I had gained in the military 
and allow me to feel part of a team again. The 
course really helped take my practical and 
theoretical skills to the next level.” 

Rob Lummis, head of employee experiences 
at Jaguar Land Rover, said: “This initiative 


represents a partnership between Jaguar 
Land Rover, Mission Motorsport and our 
retailers across the country. The project is the 
first time that we’ve looked directly at how we 
can link our ex-service personnel in this way 
with vehicle technician roles and we’re really 
pleased to see these people have settled in so 
well in their new jobs. 

“We’d like to thank the retailers who have 
already signed up to this initiative. They’ve got 
some great technicians.” 

Simon Broughton, head of business at 
Hatfields in Liverpool, has employed two 
new technicians. He said: “For us to employ 
and train someone for a level two technician 
role would usually take around a year, so 


this programme is fantastic in securing the 
right people, in a timely way, to support our 
customers. 

“Ex-forces personnel are very focused and 
structured thanks to the environment they’ve 
come from. Other retailers should consider 
signing up for this because the experience has 
been nothing but positive.” 

Mission Motorsport has worked with Jaguar 
Land Rover since 2014 helping them develop 
their pioneering Armed Forces Engagement 
Programme that has helped 800 service 
leavers find employment. The expansion of 
this initiative, finding nationwide opportunities 
for service leavers and veterans in the national 
retail network, is another step forward. 















Walsall 99ers have signed off their first season in the D division of the YBL Mens Development League 


Action against Bromsgrove Blaze. Pic: Shaun Fellows/Shine Pix 


Former Wolgarston schoolboy Aiden Stone 


Basketball club realising 
all its hoops and dreams 



The 99ers’ growth has been staggering 


A BASKETBALL team is jumping through 
hoops following a stunning year of growth. 

Walsall 99ers, formed just over 12 months ago 
with the aim of developing the sport in the area, 
have been staggered by their success. 

Around five people originally signed up, but now the 
99ers have more than 300 players on their books from 
the age of five up to seniors. 

A host of training sessions take place across four days 
at the Bloxwich Active Living Centre with the club keen 
to further extend their playing numbers. 

Managing director Alan Caron is delighted with how 
the club has progressed over the past year and hopes 
they can continue improving and developing. 

He said: “We formed about 12 months ago and we 
became one of the first basketball teams in the region. 

“At first, there was only a few players turning up for 
training and games whereas now, we have over 300 peo¬ 
ple on our books - it’s excellent. 

Response 

“Walsall is an untapped area for basketball and the 
response has been fantastic. 

“I consider it a massive achievement for ourselves. 
I think Walsall has a secret admiration for basketball, 
it’s brilliant. 

“It’s now about us growing the sport further and 
going into schools to help promote the club and let peo¬ 
ple know we are out there.” 

The Walsall 99ers doesn’t just feature basketball, but 
a range of different sports covering all ages. The club 
also hosts walking football, dodgeball, handball, walk¬ 
ing basketball and wheelchair basketball which brings 
a community feel to the area. 

The 99ers’ first team and development squad both 
play in the same division in the Youth Basketball 
League. The development squad currently acts as a sec¬ 
ond team which features a host of youngsters around 
the age of 17, and players who have a pure love for the 
sport. 

With two games left to play, against West Bromwich 
Basketball Club and Walsall Warriors II, the develop- 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Lewis Richards 


“At first, there was only a few 
players turning up for training 
and games. Now, we have over 
300 people on our books.” 


ment side was still in the hunt for glory, hoping to ce¬ 
ment a play-off spot as the business end of the season 
draws near. 

“We have a vital games coming up,” said Caron. “It 
would be a great achievement if we managed to do get 
into the play-off finals.” 

The 99ers also have high hopes to introduce more 
teams across the domestic leagues, with the possibility 
of adding an under-19s squad to the mix go along with 
their already impressive youth system, which includes 
sides from under-11 up to under-17. 

The long-term aim would be to see the under-19s 
move out of the academy set-up and into the first-team 
leagues to support both of their successful development 
and senior squads. 

“It’s been great to see over the season a number of 
players develop within the pathway programme,” added 
Caron. 

“The under-17s have been playing up in the senior 
programme and playing key roles in the games.” 

The club holds various training sessions at the Blox¬ 
wich Active Living Centre, High Street, Bloxwich on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings and also runs 
a Saturday club at the same venue. 

Anyone wishing to join the club or attend one of the 
sessions should contact Alan Caron on 07879 861011. 

Further details can be found on the club’s website at 
www.walsall99ers.com or on Twitter @walsall99ers. 


Setting the standard for 
a bright future ahead 


CHAIRMAN Trevor Thomas believes Cra- 
dley Town have taken the first step on the 
road to a bright future after being awarded 
Charter Standard Status by the FA. 

Seen as the first step of a five-year plan to 
transform the West Midland Premier club’s 
fortunes, it follows months of hard work by 
Thomas and his committee 
Future plans include a redevelopment of 
its Beeches View Avenue home, while con¬ 
tinuing to grow the club’s new academy. 

Thomas, who has been at helm for 25 
years, said: “This is massive for us, the first 
step in what promises to be a long journey. 
“I’m excited about the future. I want the 


club to become a trademark for success.” 
Central to the club’s plans is the academy, 
which launched this season and is currently 
based at Tividale’s Ormiston School. Thom¬ 
as’s long-term hope is for it to be housed at 
Beeches View. The immediate aim is for the 
academy to gain FA youth club status. 

Cradley are also targeting an improve¬ 
ment at first-team level with Thomas hope¬ 
ful they can climb ‘one or two’ levels. The 
Hammers expect to name a new permanent 
manager by the end of the month. 

Richard Forsyth is in temporary charge 
until the end of the season, following Andy 
Wyton’s resignation last month. 


City court Key for former 
champion's Classic return 


US OPEN finalist Madison Keys will join 
British No.l Johanna Konta for this year’s 
Birmingham Classic at the Edgbaston Pri¬ 
ory Club. 

The 23-year-old American, who lost her 
first Grand Slam final to compatriot Sloane 
Stephens last year, won the Birmingham 
Classic tournament in 2016. 

She will face stern competition to regain 
her crown with two-time Wimbledon cham¬ 
pion Petra Kvitova and reigning Wimble¬ 
don champion Garbine Muguruza also set 
to compete. 

Keys missed last year’s tournament 
through injury, and is keen on making a 


comeback at this year’s event, which will be 
played from June 18-24, 

“I feel like I’ve played some of my best 
tennis on grass and I have really fond mem¬ 
ories of winning in Birmingham two years 
ago,” said Keys. 

“It was a really big result for me at the 
time and although a lot has happened since 
then, including making my first Grand Slam 
final last year, I took a lot from that week. 

“I was really sad not to be able to play in 
Birmingham last year and defend that title 
so it makes me really happy to be able to 
come back and play there again.” 


MOST schools would be pleased to produce 
one professional footballer from their ranks 

- but one Staffordshire school has produced 
two, both playing in the same position... and 
at the same Premier League club. 

Former scholars at Wolgarston High 
School, Penkridge, Aidan Stone and Adam 
Legzdins are goalkeepers at Burnley. 

Stone, who hails from Hednesford, is mak¬ 
ing his way in the game after being spotted 
playing for Brocton as a 17-year-old in Mid¬ 
land League Division One. 

Now a year older, he is building his repu¬ 
tation with the Turf Moor club’s under-23s 

- and has been given a taste of first-team 
involvement after being included in Sean 
Dyche’s senior squad for the trip to Anfield 
earlier this season. He was also in the squad 
for a League Cup tie at Leeds. 

Legzdins, meanwhile, has been there, 
seen it and done it all at the age of 31 in a 
career which saw him join Birmingham City 
13 years ago before a series of loans to non¬ 
league clubs, followed by stints at Oldham 
and Crewe before joining Burton Albion, 
Derby County and Leyton Orient, eventually 
returning to Blues as a back-up keeper to To- 
masz Kuszczak. 

He too joined Burnley last year and the 
two work closely together behind their cur¬ 
rent No.l Nick Pope, injured first choice 
shot-stopper Tom Heaton, as well as former 
Manchester United and Albion stopper An¬ 
ders Lindegaard. 

Unreal 

For Stone, it is still hard to describe how 
much his life has changed over the past 12 
months. “It’s been unreal,” he said. “It’s been 
intense because I’ve gone from training once 
a week and playing a game on a Saturday at 
Brocton to training every day. 

“It is hard work but you have got to work 
hard if you want to be a professional and I 
want this to be my career.” 

Former Blues glovesman Legzdins was 
born in Penkridge and the duo attended the 
same school. He is tipping Stone to have a 
long career in the game. 

“ It was about 18 months ago that I first 
became aware of Aidan,” he said. “My best 
friend is the head of PE at Wolgarston. He 
asked me to go in and put on a session for the 
goalkeepers so that is the first time we met. 

“I could tell he had potential straight away. 
I then found out he had gone on to represent 
England schools. And then he got the move 
to Burnley so it’s funny how things work out. 

“He has developed so much as a goalkeeper 
in his time here.” 

Stone was recently living with fellow Broc¬ 
ton product Harry Flowers, grandson of 
Wolves legend Ron Flowers, who was spotted 
by Burnley while playing for Sheffield Hallam 
University. Harry recently left the Clarets to 
join National League outfit Guiseley. Stone 
said: “Harry is a great lad. I think he will do 
really well there.” 

Stone now faces a huge couple of months. 
Out of contract in the summer, his first tar¬ 
get is to win a new deal at Turf Moor, then 
gain some first-team experience by going out 
on loan. 



Adam Legzdins while in goal for Blues 
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Three boxers 
take belts but 
blood is shed 

BLOODSHED cut short the final bout of 
Saturday night as three new champions 
were crowned on BCB Promotions’ big 
show at Genting Arena in Birmingham. 

Wolverhampton’s Kyle Williams and 
Brummies Andrew Robinson and Kash 
Ali all had belts strapped to their waists. 
But there would be no winner declared 
between Shropshire’s Craig Morris and 
Andy Keates, from Leek in Staffordshire, 
which ended a technical draw. 

Morris, defending his IBO Continental 
welterweight title, was cut by the right 
eye in an accidental third round clash 
of heads. The ringside doctor ruled the 
wound so severe for him not to continue. 

Williams, aged 26, of Whitmore Reans, 
made co-challenger Jordan Turner quit 
at the end of the seventh to become Mid¬ 
lands bantamweight boss. 

Robinson hadn’t lost with any of the 
judges when the scores were tallied after 
his 10-rounder with Nicky Jenman for 
the IBO Continental middleweight title. 

A peach of a second round punch 
rocked Sheffield veteran Dave Howe and 
saw Ali take the Central heavyweight 
title while West Bromwich’s Tommy 
Loach and Brierley Hill based oppo¬ 
nent MJ Hall recorded a draw over four 
rounds. 

There were four-round points suc¬ 
cesses for Coseley’s Tommy Ghent at 
welter over Lithuanian Arvydas Trizno; 
for Oldbury cruiser Matt Sen against 
debutant Kevin Williams; for Brummie 
Mussab Abubaker at super welter at the 
expense of Paul Cummings and Shakan 
Pitters, at cruiser, who beat Elvis Dube. 

Runners gorge on 
ironbridge success 

AFTER weather related cancellations 
and postponements curtailed the op¬ 
tions available for athletes from Dudley 
Kingswinford Running club it was more 
feast than famine at the weekend. 

The largest group travelled to Tel¬ 
ford for the Ironbridge Half Marathon 
- and DK were able to take away some 
age group prizes. Dave Norman was 
first home in 1.28.25 in 312st place tak¬ 
ing third M45, Mark Homer was 53rd 
in 1.22.55 claiming first M55, Simon 
Hughes was only a place behind in 
1.34.03 and Helen Tromans claimed sec¬ 
ond F45 in 67th place in 1.35.20. 

Also among the prizes was Steve Hold- 
croft who travelled towards the Welsh 
borders to take part in the rearranged 
Mortimer Forest Trail Race. He took 
fourth place in 63.27. Also off road, Tim 
Rowe and Martyn Cant took part in the 
Lilleshall Monumental 10k in 85th in 
55.25 and 206th place in 1.16.34 respec¬ 
tively. 

Malcolm Beddall, Lisa Kendrick, 
Karen Flint and Jan Burbie travelled to 
the Cots wolds for the Gloucester 20. 

Finally Dave Ede travelled to Italy for 
the Stramilano Half Marathon finishing 
in 3067th place in 1.49.52. 


Lord's triumph for Hagley cricketers 



The victorious Hagley indoor team 


HAGLEY Cricket Club have won 
the National Indoor Championship 
at Lord’s, coming top out of 1,200 
teams - a great achievement for a 
village team. 

This finished off an amazing run 
of form dating back to January 2017 
as following an unbeaten winter 
season they were crowned league 
champions and progressed to a four- 
team Worcestershire finals event 
last spring. 


Victory in this gave Hagley the 
title of Worcestershire champions 
and qualified them into the regional 
play-off against the Staffordshire 
winners. Hagley came up against 
Sneyd at their home hall in New¬ 
castle-under-Lyme but chasing 102 
the home side fell a few runs short 
to send Hagley to the regional finals 
at Edgbaston. 

In their first game Hagley faced 
Poulton and, with long standing 


indoor captain Paul Morgan una¬ 
vailable, Joe Lennon led the sideand 
Hagley progressed comfortably for 
the loss of just two wickets. In the 
regional final Hagley took firm con¬ 
trol restricting Welsh side Haver¬ 
fordwest to just 98 to send Hagley 
to Lord’s. 

After victory over Woodlands from 
Yorkshire, Hagley took on Broad- 
stairs from Kent and won by one 
wicket. 


HILL HOPEFUL 

DERBY 

SUPER-SUB Lee Hughes 
bagged a vital last-gasp win¬ 
ner as Halesowen won 3-2 at 
Witton on Tuesday night. 

The former Baggies favourite scored 
his third goal in a Yeltz shirt since join¬ 
ing from Worcester. 

It was Halesowen’s Marcus Poscha who tried 
his luck first in the game but his shot was easily 
saved by Witton goalkeeper Calvin Hare. 

But Witton took the lead with captain Rob 
Hopley’s close-range effort on 17 minutes, his 
16th goal of the season. 

Hare produced a great save from Lee Knight 
on 20 minutes but Nick Ryan turned the ball into 
his own net on 27 to gift Halesowen an equaliser. 

Witton went in front again on 55 minutes with 
a Steve Tames penalty. But Halesowen refused 
to give up and Hughes’ introduction with Roly 
Agbor paid dividends on 75 minutes when his 
shot hit the bar and came back into the path of 
Ali Ahmed, who rammed home the rebound. 

Rivals 

Then Hughes popped up with the winner in 
injury time to move Yeltz six points above rele¬ 
gation rivals Sutton Coldfield. 

On Saturday, John Hill did not get the result 
he wanted in his 250th league game in charge 
at Halesowen Town, going down 2-0 to Evo-Stik 
Premier leaders Altrincham. 

But, having conceded through Jordan Hulme 
and Simon Richman before the break, Hill’s men 
fared better in the second half to restore faith. 

Hope has been lifted thanks to an ongoing 
takeover by chairman Karen Brookes, with im¬ 
proved results on the pitch. Prior to Saturday, 
the Yeltz had picked up as many wins in the last 
five games as they had in the 20 before that. 

“The last few weeks have been like a breath of 
fresh air,” said Hill. The buzz around the Grove 
was also aided by the return of several members 
from the club’s 1980s FA Vase-winning teams. 

Now Yeltz face a crucial No9 derby with local 
rivals Stourbridge at the Grove on Saturday. 



Kane Baker is back on the bill 

KANE Baker feels like he’s coming ‘home’ as 
an improved fighter ahead of his return to ac¬ 
tion at the Venue in Dudley next month. 

Fight night is on April 7 with Baker, Mid¬ 
lands champion Tyler Denny from Rowley 
Regis, Kane Baker, Les Byfield, Ryan ‘Stewart’ 
Davies, Danny Ball and Humza Ali all occupy¬ 
ing the home corner. 

Baker featured on the last Venue show on 
June 9 last year, outpointing Danny Little. The 
game Brummie welterweight, from Bartley 


The Venue, Dudley, on April 7 

Green, has since lost three of four pro contests, 
but all away from home against quality oppo¬ 
sition, including Conor Benn. The 27-year-old 
is now looking for his sixth win in nine con¬ 
tests at the Venue, before tackling highly-rated 
puncher Sam Maxwell in Belfast on April 21. 

Baker said: “The Venue is like home to me. 
I’m looking forward to going back.” 

Tickets are £35 or £50 ringside with waitress 
service. Call 07976 283157 or contact Kane on 
07950 933880 or via Facebook. 




Glassboys 
‘can finish 
with flourish’ 

GLASSBOYS are back on track as a last- 
gasp winner finally went in their favour. 

An own goal in injury time at Am- 
blecote on Monday night served up a 2-1 
victory over Sutton Coldfield Town. 

Wolves loanee Nicolae Carnat gave 
Stourbridge the lead on 29 minutes be¬ 
fore former Stour forward Karl Hawley 
put Sutton back level. Then Luke Shear¬ 
er’s cross was turned in by Sutton de¬ 
fender Lee Smith to take all the points. 

Stourbridge are aiming to finish with 
a flourish after a 4-1 win at promo¬ 
tion-chasers Farsley Celtic on Saturday 
afternoon. 

The Glassboys had to do it the hard 
way in Yorkshire, recovering after trail¬ 
ing to a controversial early Ryan Wat¬ 
son penalty thanks to a brace from Luke 
Benbow, and goals from Paul McCone 
and substitute Josh Cooke. 

Ryan Watson had given Celtic the lead 
from the spot after a foul on Nathan 
Turner by Stuart Pierpoint. 

It ended a four-game winless run and 
boss Gary Hackett feels his side can end 
the season on a high. 

He said: “I felt our recent perfor¬ 
mances had been good after bringing in 
a few new faces. It takes time to gel but 
the new recruits have been a breath of 
fresh air around the place and we gained 
our rewards from an all-round good per¬ 
formance. 

“It has been a tough season on and 
off the pitch, I have made mistakes with 
certain players that haven’t worked out 
but I stand by the opinion that we can 
finish strongly.” 

Rutter's ready to go 
full throttle again 

BRIERLEY Hill-born racer Michael 
Rutter has eyes on the opening British 
Superbike round this weekend after 
enjoying his first test session at Castle 
Combe, Wiltshire. It was his first proper 
outing on a bike since before Christmas. 

The 45-year-old, who also enjoyed a 
final testing session at Donington Park, 
is back competing in the National Super¬ 
stock 1000 series this year, having fin¬ 
ished third in the 2017 standings. 

He will also be back racing on the 
roads at the North West 200 in North¬ 
ern Ireland, in May, the Isle of Man TT 
in May and June, and the Classic TT in 
August and September. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 
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FANTASTIC RANGE & STYLES FOR ALL BUDGETS 


GET UP TO £1000 
OFF FOR YOUR 0Cd 

OUR SCRAP DEAL 


West 
Midlands 
DOUBLE 
GLAZING 

Quality Double Glazing you can trust 
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• WINDOWS 

• DOORS 

• CONSERVATORIES 
•ROROHES 

• GUARDIAN ROOF 
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77 OVEREND street, west BROMWICH, B70 6EY www.westmidlandsglazing.com 0800 080 7076 0121 532 0784 # 
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